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6 A

Ddm may tréi lo ling trén bau troi tredc mét, trong nhw mdt vét ban bj
vach trén nén troi. Nhirtng mang mau xanh twoi len 16i gitra ddm may.
Namikishi Yunsuke budng ban tay trdi khoi vo-lang, dwa 1én bop vai phai,
roi lai doi tay cAm vo-ling, bop vai trdi. Sau ciing anh ldc dAu sang hai bén,
tao ra nhirng ti€ng luc khuc.

Trén lan xe bén phai ciia dwong cao t6'c Chuo, chi€c Cima anh 1ai dang
chay qud hai mwoi kilomet so v&i toc dd quy dinh. Radio trén xe ra ra nhic
dén nhitng cung duong bi tic do dong nguoi d6 vé qué dip 1€ hdi Obon. C6
vé nam nay tinh trang un xe do’ ho'n moi nam.

Chi€c xe xudng hét dwong cao td'c, bang qua tram thu phi, anh 18y dién
thoai ra. R'6i anh tim m6t s6” dién thoai lwu trén mdy trong lic ding xe cho
den dd. S&' dién thoai &y duoc lwu dudi cdi tén “ET”.

Anh bdm goi, nhwng dau day bén kia d€ ché& do tra lovi tw ddong. Anh tac
lwoi, danh ca't dién thoai vao trong tdi quan.

Theo hwdng din trén man hinh chi dwong, chi€c xe c thé” mai miét
chay mot h'di lau. Ch:eamg may chdc sau d6, né da len vao mot con dwong
nim lot thdm gilta rirng cAy. Con dwong vé ra nhitng dwdng cong mém
mai; & nhirng doan quang dang, hai bén vé dwong lai moc 1én bao tang hay

quan dn nhd nhw th€ thé” chd cda ciy cdi. Nhitng cin nha d6 déu khodc 1én



minh ddng vé sang trong theo phong cach cia mot da't nwde xa la nao do.

Tam bién bao cho bi€t khu biét thy h'd6 Himegami con cach bao nhiéu
ciy s0 hién ra trudc mét. Trong tha’y nd, Yunsuke bt gidc thd dai. Con s&
the hién khoang cach trén tdm bi€n da giam dan. P&n tA'm bién cudi clng
voi hang chir “Khu biét thy h'd Himegami—ré€ trdi & diy”, anh xoay vo-
lang. Chi€c Cima mau xanh tim than r€ vao con dwong nhd bao quanh bdi
rieng cay ram rap.

Nhitng con dwong hep trong khudn vién khu biét thy ndi nhau chay dai
nhur mé cung. Cdc cin biét thy khong nidm san sat nhau thanh tirng cum, ma
rai rac nhu t6 di€m cho khu rirng séu.

Bén ria con dwong 1a mot bai dat trong. Ba chiéc xe 6 t6 dd sat nhau &
do: mot chi€c xe Mercedes-Benz mau xam bac, mot chie€c BMW mau tim
than va mot xe Wagon mau do. Ca ba xe déu quay deén hau vé phia mat
dwong.

Yunsuke ciing d6 xe vao bai dat d6, tay ¢Am tdi va 4o jacket mau tring,
buwdc ra ngoai xe. Anh dong ctra, roi mdc do. Ngay bén canh bai di't trong
c6 mot cdi cAu thang din xudng phia dwdi. MOt toa biét thy mau nau chdy
nam phia trede cau thang. Khu rirng trdi rong bao quanh khiéh ngdi biét
thy d6 trong nhw th€ ngdp chim trong bi€n ca mau xanh luc.

Yunsuke toan bwdc xudng cai cau thang trong nhw the€ may tang da lon
dwoc ghép dai lai, chot ¢é ti€ng phu nt lodng thodng vong dé€n tai. Theo
phan xa, anh quay mat nhin vé hwdng giong ndi phat ra, mot cdi san tennis
xu't hién trong tAm mit.

Yunsuke chidm rai di vé phia cdi sin tennis d6. Bon ngwoi ca nam va ni
dang & bén trong khoang san chang lwdi thép. Ho dang hing say choi bong

hai choi hai, hay con goi 1a ddnh d6i nam nu.



Anh dirng & gan ludi thép, thao kinh rAm. Mét ngwoi dan dng va mot
ngwoi phu nir déng canh nhau, quay lwng vé phia anh. Poi bén kia chuan bi
phat bong, ngwoi phu nir manh dé ding & dau san bén kia vung vot Ién vao
tw thé chuan bi.

C6 toan tung qua bong thi nhin thdy Yunsuke, Iién 1ap tic dwng lai.
Thay c6 dung tay, ba ngudi con lai khong ai bdo ai dong loat hwéng mét
nhin v€ phia anh.

“T61 xin phép mot chut.”

Co n6i v&i nhieng nguoi kia, tay cam vot va bong, vong ra ngoai san
tennis, di vé phia Yunsuke. Hai ngwoi dirng d6i dién nhau qua tdm lwdi
thép.

“Anh d&€n sodm hon em nghi.” C6 théd hon hén.

“Anh xong viéc sodm.”

Ba nguoi kia cling di vé phia nay.

“Chong c6 4?7 Ngudi phu nit véc ngwdi nhd nhin hdi. Gwong miit co ta
tron xoe, trang di€m dam.

“Véang.” Ngwoi phu nir manh khanh khé gat dau.

“T6i 1a Namikishi.” Yunsuke cdi dau. “Cam on moi ngwoi ludn gitp do
Minako va Shota nha t61.”

“Anh dirng khdch sdo, chiing t6i giip d& 1an nhau ma.” Ngwoi dan ong
ang chung trén duedi ndm muoei tudi ndi. Anh ta deo trén ddu mot moén d'6
mau tring ndi bat. C4i bing-dd gitr cho chiéc kinh mau xanh vang khong bi
tudt ra. “To61 1a Fujima. Con day 1a vo to1, Kazue.”

“Chao c0.” Yunsuke cui dau chao.

“Pay la anh Sakazaki. Sakazaki Yotaro.”



“T6i la Sakazaki.” Nguwoi dan 6ng danh cdp véi Minako ban ndy chao
hdi anh. Anh ta khodng trén dudi bdn muoi tudi, theo woc doan cia

Yunsuke. Guong mit ran rdi ngy trén than hinh sin chic.

Sakazaki quay sang Fujima. “Anh Namikishi cing d€n day roi, chung ta
ngwrng choi théi nhi. V&i lai ¢an stra soan cho bira t6i nay ntra.”

“Anh néi phai. P& cho moi nguwdi c6 thdi gian tim tdp.” Fujima néi v&i
vo’ minh.

“Em thi ¢An nam nga lwng mot chit.”

“Em khong biét lwong stec gi ca, ¢6 tudi roi ma con thé’. Pang 1€ khong
nén choi dau do6i.”

“Nhuwng ciing vui ma.” Kazue nhin sang Minako, 4nh mit nhrr mong mdi
sy dong tinh cua co.

Minako gat dau hudng ing. Sakazaki & bén canh don d0, nhwng khong
quén budng loi khen ngei. “V¢ anh ti€n bo nhiéu dd’y. Pdng tac cia cd Ay
hoan toan khac trudrc day.”

“A, th& w? Vay 12 tdi c¢6 thé ty tin thém mot chit r'oi.”

“Thoi di Sakazaki, c6 2y ma 1én madt thi phién cho t61 day.”

Sakazaki va Minako bat cudi. Yunsuke dirng & ngoai san tennis, mét

nhin xudng chan minh.

“Gio’ mudn lam mot c6¢ bia qua!” Fujima ci't 1o cam than ngay khi bwdc
vao phong khach trong biét thy. Trén c& anh ta vét chigc khin tim.
“Khong dwoe. Chung ta da thong nha't 1a khong uong do6 uéng c6 con,

trie trong bira t67 ma.”



“Anh bi€t r'6i. Chi ti€én miéng ndéi choi thoi. N6i thi khdong anh hwdng
dén ai dau ma!”

San phong khach dwgc 14t gd, chinh gitra phong dieng mdt ciy cot to lam
tw than cly da roc vo. Cai ¢t vieon cao mai, 1én dén tin tran nha da dwoc
xdy thanh mot cai giéng troi.

Bén canh cot gd c6 cdi ban 16n ciing 1am bang gd, vor chdng Fujima
ngoi doi di€n nhau. Mgt phan phia trong can phong dwoc dung lam bép,
bao quanh la chi€c ban quay hinh chtr L d€ phan dinh khong gian b&p v&i
khoang dién tich con lai. Sakazaki m¢& ti lanh, nhom vao trong.

“Moi nguoi udng gi nhi? Nuwdc ngot, nwde ép tréi ciy, tra 6 long, ca phé
lon, xem ra c¢6 dua loai d6 u6ng trong nay.”

“To61 udng ca phé nhé!”

“Con t6i thi tra 6 long.”

Vwra dit @6 u6ng Ién trén ban, Sakazaki hdi ngay, “Con ¢6 Minako uéng
o W

Yunsuke mé& ciing mét nhin phin rng ctia hai ngwdi bon ho. Minako
dang ng'di trén chiéc gh& dau & ding trude chiéc ban quiy. Bo vdy tennis
vat ngén ctia c6 d€16 ra mot khoang duii.

“Chéc tdi udng nudce ép thdi.”

“OK. Vay con...” Sakazaki nhin Yunsuke. “Anh thi u6ng gi?”

“T61 khong udng gi dau.”

“Anh dwng ngai. 6 udng trong nay 1a do moi ngwoi gop tién lai mua
day.” Sakazaki né nu cwdi khoe ra ham ring tring tinh.

“Khong, toi1 khong u6ng thit ma.” Yunsuke kh€ nang tay 1€n lam di€u bo

tw choi.



“Anh Namikishi, m&i anh ng6i. Han anh ciing mét roi,” Fujima cat 101i.

Yunsuke gat dau, ng'6i chéch v&i anh ta.

“L’an nay ca nha t6i da lam phién moi ngwoi, mong moi ngwoi lwgng
thir.”

“Khong c6 chuyén d6 dau. Toi cling chi cung cap dia di€m thoi. Nén anh
khong c¢an khach sdo lam gi.” Fujima xua tay tried'c mat.

“Céam on anh.” Yunsuke cui dau I'an ntra.

Sakazaki phat @6 u6ng cho moi ngwoi nhw modt ngwoi phuc vu thye thu.
Xong xudi, anh ta quay lai chd Minako dang ng'0i.

“T6i thwong xuyén nghe Minako nhic dén anh.” Fujima Kazue cudi
tam tim.

“Vay sao? T6i to mo mudn bi€t cd &y ndi gi vEé minh da’y.” Yunsuke khé
li€c sang Minako, thd'y vg ceoi x€ch khde moi.

“N6i nhiéu 1dm, c6 k& ra cling khong hét dwore dau.” Kazue nhin nhanh
chong minh, r'éi lai thm tim uéng tra 6 long.

Yunsuke nhin ¢ ta gidy lat, r6i hoi bang quor, “Khdng bi€t bon tré dang
& dau nhi?”

“Gio nay chéc chiing dang hoc.” Fujima nhin ddng h'6 treo trén twdong.
Chiéc dong hd ki€u cd, hinh tron, c6 khung bang gb cho biét bay gio 1a
bdn gio chitu. “A khong, sdp dén gio nghi roi.”

“Sau d6 thi sao?”

Minako nhanh nhau ti€p loi, “Btra t6i lic sdu gio, tredre gior an tdi la
hoat dong ngoai troi.”

“Hoat dong ngoai troi w?”

“Moi ngwoi da di ca quang dwong dai dén day, khong khi thi trong lanh



nhw thé nay, ma khéng d€ bon tré tin hwdng thién nhién thi phi qua. Chwr d€
ching cd ngay chon chan mot chd, khong khéo lai bi trAim cam,” Fujima
giai thich.

“Chon chan mot chd 13... hoc sud't tte sdng a?”

“Lich hoc ctia bon tré nhw thé nay day.” Ti€ng ndi phat ra & sau lung
Yunsuke.

Sakazaki chi tay V€ phia ctra ra vao. Trén ctra dan to ap-phich, ghi lich
hoc trong mot ngay cia bon tré.

“Thirc day lic bay gio sdng, sau bira sang thi nghi ngoi mot chiit, hoc tw
chin gi¢ ba muoi d&n mudi hai gid w? Lam theo lich nay thi hin 12 bon tré
vat va t sang.”

“Nguoi ta luén néi hoc tdp vao budi sang la t6t nhat.” Giong Fujima
vang 1én. “Lich hoc nay la binh thwong thoi. N6i that tinh 1a t6i dd mudn d€
ching day so'm hon, r'6i hoc bon ti€ng trong budi sang co.”

“Song thdy Tsukumi da 1€n lich trinh nay, cho nén...” V¢ anh ta n6i nhw
dd danh chong.

“Thi thé¢’ nén ching ta dang lam theo didng lich d6 con gi?”

Yunsuke nhin lai lich hoc d6. Budi chiéu hoc tor mdt gio' ba mwoi phuit
dén bdn gio. Sau btra tdi xem chwng 1a khung gio ty do, r'oi tw chin gio
dén ldc tat dén 12 mudi mdt gio, lai dwoc gan cho cdi tén “thoi gian ty

b

hoc”.
“Bon tré hoc & dau vay?”
“Oy biét thy phia tredrc. Di b 1a dén ngay,” Fujima dap.
“Ra vay.” Yunsuke nhin Fujima Tan ntra. “Vay biét thy dé cling la cta

anh Fujima a?”



Ngwoi dan 6ng deo kinh xanh vang xua tay phil nhin. “Chd d6 1a thué
thoi. Cin nha sang trong ki€u nha gd 1.”

Ng6i ué6ng nwdce ép & ban quay, Minako 1én budng ti€ng thé dai, c6 vé
c0 khong nhin dugrc khi nghe doan hoi thoai do.

“(¥ ciing b& me 1am cho bon tré ¥ lai, chénh mang chuyén hoc hanh, nén
ma&i phai thué riéng biét thy cho ching. Trwdc khi di, em da ndi roi ma,
Xem ra cheamg loi nao lot vao tai anh.”

“Em c6 ndi vay a?” Yunsuke nghiéng dau, cuoi trir.

“Qua nhién ngudi 1on ching ta phai gdng hét strc d€ dem dé&n cho bon
tré mot moi treong hoc tap that t6t.” N6i xong, Fujima nhdn vai. “Nhwng
ma trede do, bd” me ching s€ d6i mat voi thye t& theong dau 1a bon gia
dinh phai ngt & biét thy so’ sai nay.”

“Anh noi gi vay? Chglng phai day la can dep nhat trong khu biét thy nay
sa0?” Sakazaki cit cao giong. “Vo toi cling hét 1o khen ngoi rang diing 1a
biét thy cia Vién tredng Fujima cé khac.”

“Khong dau, n€u biét thy rong rai thém mot chut thi tdt hon. Toi cling
mudn viy, ma cdu ndy c nang nic mai.”

“T6i ¢6 ndi gi dau. Chinh miéng anh bao né€u chi c6 may gia dinh & thi
dién tich nay la vwa dua.”

“Thé& ngwoi ndi rdng thi phai don dep mét ngwori 1a ai ha?”

“Bd&i vi anh bao dién tich nay la vira da, t6i mé&i néi thém la ding vay,
cang rong thi don cang mét.”

“A ra vay.”

“Ma chuyén d6 khong quan trong dau.” Sakazaki cwoi, dang hai tay ra.

Yunsuke dwa mét nhin khung cdnh bén ngoai ctra s5. Anh trong thay cdi



san tennis & bén canh biét thuy.

“DAau vay, viéc hoc hanh clia bon tré thay doi that da’y. Thoi chiing ta con
nho dau dam nghi d€n chuyén thué biét thy nghi mat lam trai luyén thi co’
ch,” Yunsuke noi.

Nghe dén day, Fujima khyng canh tay ¢cAm cdc ca phé, quay ra cwoi voi
Yunsuke.

“Nghe néi anh Namikishi phan ddi viéc Shota thi vao treong trung hoc
tw thuc.”

“Khong, t6i nao c¢6 phan d6i.” Yunsuke li€c mit sang Minako nham
quan sdt phan ng clia vor, roi méi tiép tuc. “Todi chi lin tin ring bét con
cai hoc hanh khd s&, roi tham gia thi cte khoc liét d€ vao nhieng noi nhw
thé& thi c6 y nghia gi. Chwra ban d&n viéc ban than thang bé c6 mudn diéu d6
khong, riéng viéc b6 me ty tién ap dat con dwong twong lai cho bon tré
chéc gi da 14 chuyén hay.”

Fujima git manh dau.

“Anh Namikishi c¢6 nhirng suy nghi ti€u chuan. Ti€u chuan & day c6
nghia 13 ndm & mikc trung binh.”

“Mtrc trung binh sao?”

“Thoi nay nhiéu bac phu huynh nghi nhwr anh 1dm. Nao 14 con dwong
tweong lai phai d€ bon tré tw Iya chon, r6i b6" me khdong dwoc quyét dinh
thay ching. Thi€t nghi, d6 1a suy nghi sai [am. B& me phai quy€t dinh con
dwong twong lai cho con cdi & mot mirc d6 nha't dinh. Hodc chi it bo” me
nén quyét dinh xem c6 cho con cdi thi vao treong trung hoc tw thuc hay
khong, chir khong th€ d€ ching ty quyét dinh dwgc. Khong dwoe day hét

viéc lya chon cho bon tré dau.”



“Th& w?”

“B@&i vi, anh thit nghi xem c¢6 da tré mwoi mdt, mwoi hai tudi nao suy
nghi thau d4o cho twong lai clia minh, r'oi tw néi véi bd me ring con mudn
thi vao truong tw thuc khong? D3 12 tré con thi ching dita ndo thich hoc ca.
P& ma trao quyén quyét dinh cho chiing thi dwong nhién chiing s€ chon con
dwong dé dang. Th& nén mdi ¢in bd me nghiém tic suy nghi vé twong lai
clia dira tré d6, cAn nhic xem cho né hoc th& nao 1a phu hop rdi quyét dinh
thay chung. Vi chaamg cO ai ngoai bd” me chung duoc trao cho quyén quyet
dinh diéu do6 ca.”

Kazue 16 ra bieu cam d6ng tinh trén gwong mat. Minako va Sakazaki
cling gat gu tdn thudng. Nhitng hanh dong dé déu lot vao mat Yunsuke.

“T6i hi€u diéu anh néi, nhung ¢c6 mot ky thi dang doii ching & ngoai doi
thie ding khong? D6 1a rao cdn cam go ma ching khong thé€ hoi hot,
chirng ndo khong cd& ging hét strc, chuan bj ki lwdng, thi khong thé nao
dwong dau voi ky thi @6. Toéi khdng thdy mat tich cwe nao khi ném dira tré
con nho dai vao cdi noi khong khac nao dia nguc ay. Pa l1a tré con thi can
dwore nudi day d€ ty do 1om 1€n.”

Tw ldc Yunsuke dang say swa ndi, Fujima da quay sang nhin Minako,
treng ra diéu cwoi kho néo.

“Pung 1a bon tré phai hy sinh nhiéu thir cho viéc thi ctt. B&i thi cr 1a
cudc chi€n ma. Quan di€m cda t6i 1a viéc hoc & treong tw thuc gidng nhw
g0 nhirng dtra tré wu td vao khuon kho. D€ vao dugc treong thi phai trai
qua nhirng ky thi tuyé€n chon. Chinh vi nha treong tuy€n chon nén chiing ta
phai d6¢c hét strc d€ tru lai cudi cung. Pay chinh 1a cudc chi€n. Nhwng
chealng phai xa hdi von da hinh thanh dya trén co’ s& nguyén ly cta chién

tranh hay sao? A ma, toi nghe néi anh Namikishi dang 1am gidm dd'c nghé



thuat.”

“Vang, dung vay.”

“Thé& gidi nghé thuit cling gidng nhw thé” phai khong? Tat ca déu la
cudc chién sdng con. B&i vay, ta nén day cho bon tré ring tw do 1&n 1én thi
cling dwoc thoi, nhung phai d6 m'6 hdi, séi nwde mét d€ dat dwoce thir gi d6
thi m&i cé the song s6t trong cudc chi€n nay.”

Yunsuke chdng khuyu tay 1én ban, miéng phat ra nhirng ti€ng mét moi.

“Thém ntra...” Fujima u6ng can lon ca phé roi néi ti€p. “Cé vé anh
Namikishi nghi viéc luyén thi 1a mét thr doc hai nao d6, nhung thwc t&
khong phai nhw vay.”

“Vay a?”

“Bé&i kha ning ctia mdi dra tré khdc nhau. Néu khong trao cho ching
nhiéu co’ hoi d€ tim ra kha nang nao phtt hop v&i chiing, ta khong the biét
ching ¢6 kha nang gi. Vi du, cho ching hoc nang khi€u hay choi thé thao
cling 1a mot bién phéap hiéu qua. Cho nén viéc thi ctr cling 1a mdt co’ hdi d€
khoi day khd nang ctua con cdi. N6i cach khac, luyén thi cling gidng nhw
luyén tap d€ choi d4 bong hay béng chay thdi. Anh Namikishi chic ¢6 nghe
chuyén bd me khong hoi y ki€n con minh thé nao, da ty ¥ cho ching di hoc
boi, va cling chging thay xa la gi v&i cau chuyén dé ding khong? Néu anh
nghi thoang ra mot chut, coi viéc luyén thi [an nay gidng nhw viéc tap hop
nhirng dira tré tai nang vao trai dao tao bong d4, anh sé khong tha’y ldn tan
nwra dau.”

“Néu can noi d€ hoc tap thi ching da cé trweong hoc r'6i.”

Fujima lac d4u truedc phan bién clia Yunsuke.

“Thé& néu nhirng ti€t hoc voi cwong do thap tai treong khong da d€ phat



huy dwoe hét kha nang cta bon tré thi sao? P& nhirng kha nang dang 1€ ¢6
th€ phat tri€n 1én nira bi vui dap khong thwong ti€c & treong hoc la thi€u
sOt cia bd me daYy.”

Guong mat diém dam cda anh ta khong gidu dwoc giong di€u tw tin.
Yunsuke khé kéu mot ti€ng, roi dwa tay gai toc mai.

“Xem ra anh Fujima ra't ty tin vao kha niang hoc tap ctia con minh.”

“To6i khong tw tin d&€n thé dau.” Fujima cwoi néi. “Nhung to6i dat ky
vong vao con minh. Biét dau thing bé s& tao ra nhitng k&t qua t6t hon
ngwoi binh theong thi sao. Ky vong vao con cdi cling dau anh hwdng hay
gy réc rdi cho ai.”

“Thi ding la nhw vay.”

“T6i ciing ky vong 18m, vio Shota nha t6i.” Minako & bén canh bay td
quan dieém dong tinh.

“To1 cung the'.”

“ba vay, chflng phai nén bi€n ky vong d6 thanh hién thyc hay sao? Vi
chiing ta c6 @ kha ning kinh t& @& hd tro’ bon tré ma.” Fujima nim ban tay
lai r'éi gio’ 1€n.

Yunsuke nghe ching khéng phan bac dwgrc gi nira, nén chi hoi hot gt
dau.

“Ma nay, tredc méit ching ta di thay sang bo quan 4o nao thodi mdi hon
dworc khong? T6i dang mudn bd bd quan 4o nay ra.” Tay Minako tim vao
bd vdy tennis dang mac trén nguoi.

“U dding r'oi. The thi...”

“T6i da sdp x&p cho hai nguwdi phong & Mdu trén. Hai ngudi cit thodi mdi

stt dung nhé!” Fujima chi tay I1én trén.



Nhin vogr chong Namikishi di khua't hin, Fujima n& nu cwoi, cd khong
tao thanh ti€ng, roi dung dwa nguoi.

“Mot con nguwoi binh thwong di€n hinh. Lic bi€t anh ta 1a nha nghé
thuat, toi lai ¢ twdng sé 6 tw twdng ti€n bo 14m co'.”

“T6i thi chiu thua cach nghi tré con ¢an dwgc nudi day d€ ty do 1o 1én
cta anh ta. R'6i lai con 1y 1€ noi hoc tip la treong hoc.” Sakazaki cwoi chua
chat.

“Thé& nén Minako c6 than phién thi ciing khong c6 gi la. D3u rang anh ta
ra vé ban than theo chu nghia ty do, nhwng thwce cha't dang thodi thac trach
nhiém.” Fujima u6ng can lon ca phé, roi dap né xudng ban tao ra nhurng
tieng 10p cop.

“Nhwng ma dau lam gi khic dugce. Du sao thi...” Kazue nhin Sakazaki.
Sakazaki khong ddp lai, chi gt dau, trén gwong mét con nguyén diéu cwoi
chua chat.

“Y ¢ 12 vi thing bé khdng phai con rudt ctia anh ta?”

“Thi chuyén khong lién quan d€n minh nén anh ta m&i hanh x& nhw thé’
Anh ta khong mudn can thiép vao 1a cdi chic.”

“Néu vay thi xen vao lam gi. C giao hét moi viéc cia Shota cho
Minako la dwoc r61.”

“Anh ta vin ludon nhw vy thi phai,” Sakazaki néi. “Thé nén Minako
cling ba't ngo’ khi anh ta tham gia chuy&n du lich Tan nay.”

“Hay anh ta da thay doi y dinh nhi?”

“C0 khi 1a n6i hirng nha't thoi thoi.”

“Cé 1& anh ta chi mudn the hién cho Minako thdy: Ring tdi diy ciing

nghi cho con cdi chit bd.” Fujima v&i tay 18y gat tan va bao thudc & cira s0,



rit ra mot digu thudc, dit né ngay ngén trén bao thudc. “Ma nay...” Anh ta
cham lwra, pha ra lan khéi thudc roi hoi. “Giam d6c nghé thuat lam cong

viéc gi nhi?”

V¢ ch'dong Namikishi dwgc x€p cho mot phong trén tang hai. Cian phong
rong chirng tdm tdm chi€u, bén trong phong cé hai chi€c giwong don. Géc
phong didt mot chi€c ban nhd két hop ti nhi€u ngén, trén ban cé dén ngu
v&i chup dén 1am bang gdm sit.

“Ca nha ba ngwoi nha ching ta nga & day sao?” Yunsuke hdi Minako.

“Shota ngii & dang d6.”

“Cho biét thy thué da’y ha?”

“Vang. Chuyén di nay du sao ciing la trai luyén thi ma. Khong the giong
nhu di du lich binh thuwdng dwoc. Thir hdi anh c6 the sdp x&p lich trinh ctia
minh cho phll hgp v&i théi gian tit den cta bon tré & dé khong?”

“Thé& chi ¢6 bon tré ngu & dé thdi sao?”

“Cé thay Tsukumi & cing. Va mot ngwoi 1on nira ngu tai d6. Td1 nay
hinh nhw 1a anh Sakazaki thi phai. Ma anh dwng lo, em khong nho’ anh ngt
tai d6 dau.”

“O’” Yunsuke dua ngon tay tro 1€n gai ma.

Minako ng6i 1én mot chiéc giwong.

“Ma em khong nghi l1a anh s€ dén day.”



“Viy sao?”

“Hém qua em con nghi c6 khi anh noi hirng nha't thoii thoi.”

“Th€ anh khong dwoc dén day a?”

“Lam gi c6 chuyén d6, em chi bat ngo thoi. Sudt thoi gian qua, anh dau
c6 quan tdm dén chuyén twong lai cia Shota. Nhuwng du sao em cling mung
vi anh da d&n. B&i em mudn anh hi€u hon veé viéc thi cir. Ma anh c6 tham
khao dwogc diéu gi trong loi anh Fujima néi ban nay khong?”

“Anh hi€u ly 1€ cia may ngwoi cac em, nhwng ty nhién bao anh phai
hi€u thi hoi kho.”

“Em dau c6 yéu cau anh lam vay. Anh coi diéu d6 la kién thic d€ ti€p
thu th6i. Con lai anh cir im ldng doi theo em va Shota la dworc r'6i.”

“Im ldng a?”

Yunsuke dirng & ctta s&, ngdm nhin khung canh xung quanh. Mot con
dwong 10 ra & khoang tr6ng gitra cadc nhanh cay.

“Nhirng ngwoi khac gio dang & dau vay? Con mot cap vor chdng nira
nhi?”

“Vor chong Sekitani dén biét thy cho thué roi. Gio nay cé 1€ ho dang
phu gitip thay Tsukumi & d6. Céc cip vor chong sé luan phién nhau hd tror
thay &y, viéc d6 cling dwoe quyét dinh tir trede khi khéi hanh toi day.
Chéc chén 13 em néi v&i anh r'oi day.”

“A phai r'6i. Anh c6 nghe dwoc viée d6.” Yunsuke xua tay.

Hai ngwoi roi phong, xudng cau thang. Pang ldc do, ti€ng chubng cira
sanh ra vao vang 1én.

“C6 phéi vor chdng Yasuko khong nhi? Ma ctra ¢6 khéda dau.”

Minako di vé phia ctra, con Yunsuke dé€n phong khach. Fujima va



Sakazaki dang choi co’ vua & d6. Khong thd'y bong dang Kazue dau ca.

Yunsuke dinh ng'6i xudng bén canh Sakazaki. Ping lic d6, ctra phong
khach mé ra.

“Anh oi, nguoi cia cong ty dén.” Minako ndi.

“Cua cong ty anh w?” Yunsuke chi tay vao minh. “Ai vay?”

Minako chwa kip tra loi, mot cd géi tré da bwde ra tw sau lung cod. CO gai
dong déng cao, méi toc dai budng xoa.

“Chao anh!” C6 gai cti dau, trén mdi n& nu cwoi rang ro'.

“A, ra la co Takashina.”

“Anh bd quén d6 tai cong ty da’y. Khong cé thi nay thi anh khong lam
viéc dwore & day nhi?” C6 dwa anh cdi phong bi 1'n mau nau.

Yunsuke nhan phong bi d6, r'di ki€m tra bén trong. Thay vai tAm anh,
sach quang céo. Anh nhin ¢ gdi. Nu cwoi van veeong lai trén moi ¢d. Anh
nudt nwde bot, roi mé miéng noi.

“Ping roéi, quén thir nay thi néi chuyén gi nira. Cam on ¢6 da lan 16i
mang dén tan day cho t61.”

“Khong ¢6 gi a. Ma biét thy nay dep that. Téi khong nghi trén doi lai ¢6
chd dep nhuong nay. O Tokyo dang néng nhw xéng hoi. Thoi tiét thi mat
mé, lai con dwgc & trong biét thy tuyét voi nhw thé nay, téi ghen ti voi anh
d&’y.” Co gdi néi roi quay ra nhin Minako. “Chj that hanh phiic. Ong xa chi
la ngwoi tot bung.”

“CO noéi gi vay?” Yunsuke ngwong ngung. “T6i chwa ndi véi cd a?
Ching t6i khong dén day d€ choi dau. Chi di theo trai luyén thi cia bon tré
thoi. Vi chiing sép stta thi vao trung hoc.”

“Rala vay.”



“T6i twdng da ndi v ¢d r'oi chie nhi?”

“Nhung vor ch'dong anh Namikishi khong hoc dung khong? The” thi khac
g1 di choi.” CO6 géi nhin Minako mong nhén dwgc sy dong tinh. Minako
dung diéu cwoi nhan nhé de€ dap lai.

“(¥ cong ty van 8n cht? C6 xay ra réc roi nao khi t6i khéng c6 mit & d6
khong?”

“Khong, dén thoi di€m hién tai, moi thir van yén 6n a.”

“Nhwng ma c6 xudng tan day thé nay, chéng phai nhirng nguoi & lai sé
nhdo nhao 1€n hay sao?”

Co6 gai tré bat cuoi cwoi khic khich.

“Anh dwng lo, toi s€ di ngay. Anh Namikishi hdy thong tha tdn hudng
cudc song & biét thy di nhé!” Néi r'oi, cd quay veé phia hai ngwoi dang choi
cor, cdi gdp dau chao. “Xin 16i vi da 1am phién moi ngwoi a.” Mai toc dai
pht 1én bo vai dang 16 ra do ¢6 méc 4o sat nach.

“Co veé luon a?” Sakazaki dirng 1én.

“Hay c6 uong tra nhé, hodc d6 udng nao mat mat?”” Fujima don da.

“Khong, toi chi t&i d€ giao thir nay th6i.” C6 xua tay tte chdi roi nguwde
nhin Yunsuke. “Vay hen gap lai anh & cong ty.”

“Vang, cam on ¢6 nhiéu.”

Co gdi xin 10i vi da lam phién mot Tan nira, roi di vé phia ctra. Tha'y
Yunsuke budc theo sau ¢d ta, Minako ciing di theo.

“Con ban bdo cdo do thé nao?” Yunsuke héi khi c6 gdi dang x6 xang-dan
vao chan.

“Bdo céo u?”

“Bén bdo cdo do 1. Chfmg phai cd dang gitp t6i tim hi€u maYy tw liéu hay



sao?”

“A...” C6 gdi gat ®au. “T6i dang lam dan, lic ndo xong s& bdo cdo v&i
anh.” C6 nhin sang Minako, néi xin phép cdo lui, r'6i bwdc ra ngoai ctra.

“Chéic phai 12 tai liéu quan trong 14m thi cd 4y md&i di ca ching duong
dai d€ mang dén day.” Minako nhin xudng tay Yunsuke r'oi néi. “Gio gtri
qua thw dién t& cling dworc ma.”

“C6 nhirng thir khong dung dwore cach d6.”

Yunsuke hot hai chay 1én céu thang, chui tot vao phong, qufmg cai
phong bi sang mdt bén, r'éi 18y ra chi€c dién thoai tir trong tdi 4o khoac.
Anh goi cho cai tén “ET” dworc lru trén danh ba. Lan nay cting khong khéc
gi Tan truede, dién thoai chi vang 1én ti€ng chudng tra loi tw dong. Anh byc

doc ném dién thoai 1én trén giwong.

Ra khoi toa biét thw, Takashina Eriko bwdc di trén con dwong tred'c mit.
Gitra dwong, c6 147y kinh rAm & trong tdi xdch ra, deo 1én mét. Tién tay bat
ngudn dién thoai, két ndi vai dich vu tra loi ty dong. Sau khi nghe thong
bdo khong c6 1&i nhin ndo, c6 mim cudi, roi tit ngudn dién thoai, bd néd
vao trong tui xach.

Hai bén con dwong cé vai cidn biét thy trong na nd nhau. Nhung khong
can nao toat ra vé dang c6 ngwoi sdng bén trong.

C6 mdt bai dat trdng nhd, trén d6 trong hai ciy s6i. Dwdi mét ciy ¢
méc chiéc vong cii ki. Hai khic gb tir g6c ciy x&p canh nhau lam thanh
ghé&” d€ ngwoi ng6i 1én dwgrce.

Bén trdi con dwong hién ra mot cidn nha md phong nha x&p gd. Truedc

can nha, vai dira tré ngdi tach biét v&i nhau. Pra nao dira nd’y cdm so phac



hoa trén tay. Bén canh ching, m6t ngwoi dan 6ng va moét ngwoi phu nir
trung tudi xem chung dang v6 cdng roi nghé, trén gwong mat ho khong
gidu dwoc vé chan nan.

Cach d6 khong xa, mot ngwoi dan Oong tré dang chinh trang cdi xe dap
leo nui. Eriko di vé phia anh ta va bt chuyén, “Xin chao.”

Nguoi dan dng giat minh ngung tay, ngude 1én nhin ¢o. “A... chio ¢d.”

“Xe dap cua anh bi héng a?”

“A, cling chwa d&n mirc hdng, chi truc tric chit thoi.” Ngwdi dan ong
lau m'6 hoi bang chiéc khin mit vit trén vai. “Co ciing & trong khu biét thuy
nay w?”

“Khong, t6i cé viéc nén dén gip ngwoi quen & day.”

“Rala vay.”

“Nhirng dira tré & ding kia dang 1am gi vay nhi?”

“Chting v€ phac hoa. Nghe n6i do 1a bai tdp he cta ching.”

“0, vay con clia anh 12 mot trong s& nhitng dira dira tré d6 a?”

“Khong, khong.” Anh ta mim cudi 1ic dau. “Toi la gido vién luyén thi.
C6 th€ goi la trai luyén thi dic biét, t6i dworec bd me bon tré moi dén d€
tham gia.”

“Trai luyén thi w? Nghe chwng thd vi ddy.” C6 ngdi xudng cai ghé& &

gan do.

“Nguwdi phu nit d6 12 ai nhi?” Sekitani Takashi ngwrdc mét nhin 1én phia con
dwong. Anh trong thdy mdt ngwoi dan 6ng va mdt ngwei phu nir dang ng'6i

trén chi€c ghé&” & vé duong.



“C6 khi nao la nguoi quen cta thdy Tsukumi khong?” Sekitani Yasuko
thic méc.

“Sao nguwoi quen cha thay &y lai d&n tan day?”

“Lam sao em bi€t dwore.” Sekitani ap cai 0ng nhom dang cam trén tay
1én mait.

“Anh thdi di.” Yasuko nhdc nhé:.

Anh d6 d'6n sy higu ky vio gwong mit co gdi. Ngay 1ap tirc, anh mét hai
ngwdi cham nhau qua dng kinh. C6 géi ding nu cwdi kidu diém d€ dép lai
va gio mot tay 1€n chao. Co mat Sekitani ba't giac dan ra.

“MOot ¢6 gai dep. Co th€ cling can doi ntra.”

“Du anh c6 thém nhd dai thi ciling chgng lam gi duwgre dau.” Yasuko giat
ong nhom trén méit chong xudng.

“Hay d6 la ngwoi yéu ctia Tsukumi nhi?”

“Khong phai dau. Nhir em dwoe biét thi ngwdi yéu anh ta nhd nhan hon.
Va4 lai, chic gi nguwdi ta chiu ma't cong ma't viec dén tan day.”

“Em néi cing dung.”

“Ma thodi, dodn gia dodn non lam gi, 1at ntra hoi thgng Tsukumi la xong.
C6 diéu anh dung c¢6 mo twdng hdo huyén.”

“Anh c6 mo twdng gi ddu. Ma ndy...” Sekitani li€c mét nhin bon tré, d&
chic chin khong da ndo d€y, roi ha giong. “Vu kia sao roi em?”

“Vu kia la sao?”

“Em biét tdong r'oi con gi, vor vit lam gi nira. Pung ndi 1a em khong mo’
teong da'y. Chaamg phai em bao s€ thi ri ré Minako tham gia con gi.”

Yasuko Itr mét. “Anh say mé Minako nhi?”

“Anh khong néi theo nghia d6.”



“Vay anh noi1 theo nghia nao?”

Yasuko cwdi toét miéng. Sekitani quay mit di, tay gii cim.

“Thay bao chdong cd ay s€ dén day.”

“Chong u? Ch'ong cia Minako 47"

“Ping vay. C6 khi d&n r'6i &y chir. Vi thé’, anh nén bd y dinh d6 di.”

“Vay w, chong c¢6 ay dén roi a?” Sekitani biu mdi c6 vé chung hing,
roi khé gat dau.

Yasuko da ding day, di vé phia sau lwng mot ciu bé.

“Shota v& dep qud! Chéc di truyén tir bd nhi? Haruki nha c6 ma vé dep
nhw chau thi t6t.”

Sekitani cling di m6t vong nhin tranh cia miy dia tré, nhung khong
binh luin ciu gi. Thi thodng anh dwa dng nhom 1én méat, d€ quan sat hai
ngwoi dang ng'6i trén ghé kia.

Nu cuoi diém 1é ciia c6 gdi hién trén 6ng nhom ban ndy di bién mat. o
bén canh d6, gwong mat Tsukumi cling trd nén dam chiéu. Sekitani bd 6ng

nhom khoi mét, khé nghiéng dau.

Khi Namikishi Yunsuke dang lam viéc trén mdy tinh xach tay & trong
phong, Minako khong gd ctra, xGc vao trong.
“Anh o1, an com.” Gigng cd goi cdc 1oc.

“Pa dén gio roi a?” Anh tat ngu'6n mdy tinh, nhin vé phia ctra s6. Bén



ngoai troi da tdi mit.

“Anh dau cin vwra dé€n day da lam viéc ngay.”

“Anh lam xong r6i.” Anh dirng day.

Budc xudng cau thang, anh nghe thay ti€ng trdo chuyén huyén ndo vong
ra toe phong khach. Minako m¢ ctra, di ra ngoai trwde.

Cai ctra kinh nhin ra veon mé toang. Pam ngwoi ¢6 ca Fujima da ra
veon. Trong phong chi con lai hai ngwoi phu ntr. Ca hai déu deo tap deé.
M6t trong hai nguoi d6 1a Fujima Kazue.

“Yasuko, d€ t& gioi thiéu chdng minh v&i cdu.” Minako cdt giong goi
mot ngwoi trong s6 d6. Ngwoi phu ni trung nién ddm ngwoi, hoi tron tria
4y toan mang moén khai vi ra vweon, nghe Minako néi vay 1ién bung cai
khay tré lai ban.

“Han hanh dwoc biét anh. Toi 1a Sekitani.” C6 ta twoi cwoi cdi chao.

“T6i thwong xuyén nghe vo nhic d&n co, ma biy gio mdi c6 dip gip
mat. Cam on ¢6 da ludn gidp do vo t6i.”

“Nguwoi néi cdu cam on phai la t6i mdi ding. Téi m&i luén dwoc
Minako giip do&, t& h6i con hoc & treong nte sinh.” N6i r'oi, Sekitani
Yasuko nhin Minako, I¢ lwoi ra tréu choc.

Mot ngeoi dan Ong tir ngoai veeon di vao trong nha. Anh ta gy go, tran
bi bo li€m, nu cwei dang nd trén moi.

“T61 1a Sekitani. Khong bi€t t61 c6 mang danh thi€p khong.” Anh ta luc
tim trong tdi quan.

“T6i 1a Namikishi. Hom nay da lam phién anh r'6i, mong anh bd qua
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cho.

“Moi ngwoi thay phién nhau lam ma, nén anh dung ban tim qua. Ching



to1 cling s€ lam phi€n anh Namikishi d&’y.”

“Nghe n61 anh lam cong viéc vé xay dung. Tinh hinh nganh xay dung
thé" nao a?”

“Van chwa thdy khéi sdc. C6 vé phdi kién nhidn thém mdt thoi gian
ntra.” Anh ta nhan nhé khuoén mét qua mic cén thiét.

Mot ngeoi dan 6ng tré dirng sau lung Sekitani. Anh ta cling dang nhin
Yunsuke.

Minako & bén canh ndi xen vao, “Anh nay, day la thay Tsukumi.”

“A, vy anh 12 thay gido 4?” Yunsuke git d4u.

“Mong dwoe anh gitp do.” Nguoi thanh nién tré cdi dau.

“Cam on thay da ludn quan tdm dé€n Shota nha tdi. Mong thay ti€p tuc
chi€u c6 cho chau.”

Nghe vay, Tsukumi vdi 14c dau. Anh ta rut cam lai, ngwéc mét nhin 1én.

“Shota la cdu bé ngoan. Thanh tich hoc cta chdu t6t. Nén t6i khong c6 gi
phai nhoc cong ca. Hin anh chi da nuéi day chdu rat t6t.” Nu cwoi thoang
hién trén hai khée mié€ng anh ta, nét mdt &'y todt 1€n sy thanh that.

“Nao toi c6 lam dwge gi dau.” Yunsuke cwoi nhan nhd.

“Nhwng chealng phai Tan nay anh da di cd quang dwong dai d€ dén tan day
sao, trong ldc con ban tram c¢6ng nghin viéc.” Tsukumi néi. “Nguwoi tho o
voi con cai s€ khong lam dwore nhw vdy. Hay la anh ¢6 muc dich nao
khac?”

Yunsuke vut tit diéu cwdi nhin nhé, nhin th:flng vao khuon mat cia thay
gido luyén thi, qua quy€t néi, “Tdi khong c6 muc dich nao khac. Sy that
ding la nhw vay.”

“Tha’y chwa, diéu d6 chirng minh Shota c6 6ng bd tuyét voi day.”



Yunsuke lam diéu cwoi hoi hot, nghiéng ddu, ¢6” cho moi nguoi tha'y.

“T6i xin 18i vi xud6ng mudn.” Ti€ng nbi phét ra & sau lwng Yunsuke. Anh
ngoanh lai, thd'y Sakazaki dang din mot ngwoi phu nir di vao phong khéch.
Puwong nét trén khuén mat c6 ta gidng y nhw con bip bé Nhat. Nhung trén
gwong mit tring tréo lai phiang phat sic xanh xao. C6 ta mic vy dai lién
than.

“Kimiko, c6 6n khong?” Giong Minako khong gidu dworc vé lo lang.

Co ta khé cwoi roi gat dau. “Toi 6n ma. Xin 16i vi t6i khong d6 dan moi
ngudi dwore gi cd.” CO ta u€ odi dap lai bang giong nhd nhe.

“Pwng nghi nggi chuyén do, cd da hét sot chwa?”

“Trong c6 vé chwa dé€n ba muoi bay dd. Toi nghi 1a on r'oi.” Sakazaki tra
loi thay vor.

“Purng lam gi qua strc nhé. CO6 cr nghi ngoi bao lau ciing dwgc.” Fujima
ndi sau khi tee vieon di vao phong khach.

“Cam on moi ngwoi da quan tdm. Nhwng ma néu thé” thi khong hi€u toi
dén day d€ 1am gi nita.” Anh mét 6 ta dirng lai khudén mit Yunsuke. “Xin
hdi, anh la... cia Minako?”

“T6i 1a Namikishi.” Yunsuke cti dau va chao hdi lai mot Tan nitra gidng
nhr ban nily. Xem ra Sakazaki Kimiko bj mét tr hdm qua, nén nim ngl
su0t ngay hom nay.

“C6 vé cd &y bam sinh da 6m y€u.” Minako néi tham vao tai Yunsuke
sau khi tdch khoi vgr chong Sakazaki.

bing lic Yy, ti€ng chudng ctra & sanh ra vao vang 1én. Moi ngwoi d6ng
loat nhin nhau.

“0, ¢6 khi nao 1a vi khach d6?” Tsukumi ndi bang quor, 161 nhin Fujima.



“Nhu ldc ndy t6i bao anh day.”

“A a!” Fujima gt gu.

P¢i Tsukumi di ra sanh, Yunsuke quay sang hdi Minako, “Khéach nao
vay?”

“Ai ma bi€t dwore!” C6 nghiéng dau t6 y khong hi€u. Chzfmg ma’y choc
sau d6, Tsukumi dd quay lai. Yunsuke mé to mét nhin vi khich budc vao
phong khach sau Tsukumi.

D6 1a Takashina Eriko.

“Nao, chao mwng cd t&i day.” Fujima ca't giong niém no.

“T6i xin man phép dén day. Vi qua loii anh Tsukumi k€, ¢6 vé moi ngwoi
& day ra't vui a.”

“Chung t6i 128y lam vinh dw, c6 c6 géi tré dep nhap hoi thi niém vui sé
tang 1én gdp boi.” Sekitani gdp 107.

“O kia, ma nay...” Yunsuke mang vé mat day nghi van [an lwot nhin
mat Eriko va nhém Fujima. “Chuyén nay la thé nao? Khong phai c6 vé
Tokyo ludén roi a?”

“Lic dau toi cling dinh nhw thé&, nhwng trén dwong ra thi gdp anh
Tsukumi va anh Sekitani, lai dworc ho moi & lai an tdi.” Eriko cwoii toe toét,
roi cling nhin mét lwgt gwong mat cla ta't ca moi ngwoi ¢ do.

bén day, Sekitani voi giai thich, “Chaalng phéi ¢6 &y dén dwa d6 cho anh
Namikishi sao? D€ c¢6 &y lan 16i d&€n day xong lai vé ludn thi tdi qua. Nén
toi nghi it nha't cling moi ¢6 Yy & lai ddy vui vé mot dém.”

“Mot dém, nghia la c6 s€ ngu tai day sao?” Yunsuke héi Eriko.

“Chd ngt thi thi€u gi.” Fujima néi xen vao. “C6 th€ anh Namikishi

khong mudn ngwoi cung cong ty trong thdy cudc s6ng riéng tw ctia minh,



nhung trong hom nay, hdy nghi c¢6 Takashina la khach ctia ching ta.”

“Nhung ma...”

“Thoi dwore r'oi. S& vui 1dm diy.” Sakazaki vo tw néi. “Toi tiéc ngin
ngwoi vi twedng cd vE ludn day. Thé nay thi c6 s€ mang mot lan gié méi
dén budi tiéc nwdng ctia ching t6i.”

“Ai cha, xin 15i vi & ddy toan gwong mit anh nhin chdn roi nhé!”

Vai nguoi croi 0 1én trede ciu bong dua cia Sekitani Yasuko.

Yunsuke chi 1ing 1& nhin Eriko ma khdng néi gi. C6 ciing nhin vio mit

anh, n& mdt nu cwoi an y.

Pén bra tdi, budi tiéc nwdng dwoce tO chirc trong phong khich va san
veon. Duy ¢6 thoi gian nay, b6° me m&i dwgc & cung con cdi nén cac gia
dinh ty khic ding quay lai canh nhau.

“Viéc hoc thé nao ha con? Cé hiéu qua khdng?” Yunsuke hoi Shota lic
ciu bé dang cin xién thjt. Hai ngwdi ng6i canh nhau, ngdi 1én thiing bia
thay cho gh€. Minako dang chuyén d6 u6ng cho moi ngwoi & cach dé
khong xa.

“Vang, cling tam tam a.” Shota trd 1 bing giong déu déu khong ngit
diéu. Kieu téc dai phu kin doi tai ctia cdu bé la ki€u téc ma Minako yéu
thich. Tay chan cdu bé thon dai, cd nhd.

“Hoc ttr sdng d&n toi chic con vat va 1dm nhi?”

“Tai con khong dwoc lra chon ma.” Shota tra 1o, dau van cudi gam.



Yunsuke cam lon bia trén tay, ghé tai Shota, thi tham, “Mac k& viéc thi
ctr di con. N&u con khong mudn vao treong trung hoc tw thuc thi khong thi
cling dwoc. Khong can gwong ép ban than lam viéc ma minh khong muén.”

Shota khéng phan &ng lai. Chi cdi dau nhin ban tay dang cam xién thit.
Trong thodng chdc, bau khong khi trd nén tinh ldng, chi con nghe thay
ti€ng thé dai phat ra tr miéng dira tré mwoi mot tudi.

Yunsuke di tim Eriko. C6 dang vui vé tdn giu gi d6 v&i Sakazaki, trén
tay cam ly reoru vang.

“Co ta ¢6 muyc dich gi thé nhi?” Minako da dé€n bén canh Yunsuke, thi
tham vao tai anh tt ldc nao. “Em twdng co ta chi d€n dwa @6 cho anh thoi,
ai dé lai ba't thinh linh xua't hi€n & day thé nay.”

“Em khong biét c¢6 8y dwg'c moi dén day a?”

“Em khong bi€t.”

“Anh ciing twdng c6 &y vé ngay lic do6 roi.”

“Du nguroi ta ¢6 moi moc thé nao, thi cling dieng vo tw nhén loi nhw thé
chiz. Piing 1a khong biét y biét t gi ca. Trong khi ddm Tsukumi chic chi
moi xa giao thoi.”

Yunsuke im lang, nghi€ng lon bia.

Tha’y Sakazaki da lang ra chd khéc, Eriko nhin nhanh vé phia Yunsuke.
Anh dang day, di vé phia cd. Minako bit d4au néi chuyén v&i Sekitani
Yasuko.

“Anh c6 nhirng ngwoi ban vui tinh ddy.” Eriko ngwdc nhin Yunsuke.

“Sao em lai tit dién thoai? Anh d3 goi em maYy I'4n roi.”

“Thé& a? Tai em twdng khong cé viéc gi gdp.”

“Thoi, chuyén do6 thé€" nao cing dwoc. Quan trong hon, viéc em dang lam



& day c6 muc dich gi vay?”

“Co gi khong duoc sao?”

“Chéc chén 1a khong r'oi. Em dén diy lam gi? Lai con néi d&i 1a anh bd
quén d6. Em da néi gi voi may nguoi & cong ty thé?”

“Em xin nghi phép r6i. Ma em khdng ngo lai bi anh néi thé nay. Bé&i em
chi dang 1am theo 1énh cua anh thdi.”

“Lénh cda anh wv? Anh khéng nhé 1a minh da bao em dén day.”

“Nhwng anh da I¢énh cho em lam viéc d6.”

“Viéc d6 thi...” Yunsuke ddo mét nhin xung quanh, thd'y khong ai chi y,
roi mdi ha giong. “Pung la anh da nho’ em lam viéc d6, nhing em khong
can phai dén tan day, ding khong? Ngwoe lai, em ¢6 th€ tranh thu diéu tra
nhan ldc bon ho khdng & d6.”

“Vi vay...” Eriko ¢ cdi lwei mau hong ra nhw th€ tréu choc. “Em da
diéu tra ta't cd nhirng gi c6 th€ va dé€n day d€ hoan thi€n viéc diéu tra do
day.”

“Vay, em nim dwoc thdng tin gi roi a7

“C¢ 1€.” Eriko nh&ch mot bén khde moi.

“No6i vay la em bi€t ké d6 1a ai roi sao? Qud nhién l1a Tsukumi ding
khong?” Dut anh ¢& néi nhd, nhing khdng gidu duoc giong didu gay git.

“Vé mat dang s¢ d6 s€ khi€n anh bi nghi ngo ddy. V¢ anh dang nhin
chung ta.” Eriko nhin ra phia sau anh. “Chi ti€t em s€ n6i sau nhé. Gan day
c¢6 mot khach san tén la Lakeside, anh c6 biet khong?”

“Vay sao? Anh khong biet.”

“Ra khéi khu biét thy, r€ trdi, di thém khoang nam muwoi mét l1a thay.

Tang mot cua khach san d6 la sanh phuc vu d6 uéng. Ching ta hay gap



nhau & d6 ldic mwoi gior, a khéng, mueei gior ba mwoi phit di. Hinh nhw
sanh d6 m& dén muwoi mot gio.”

“Em bi€t ro that day.”

“Tai vi em s€ nghi tai khach san d6.”

“Nghi tai d6 v? Nhung chaamg phai ban nay em bao s€ ngt & diy sao?”

“Anh mudn em lam th&" 2?” C6 nhin anh, nu cwdi van phdng phat trén
moi.

Yunsuke quay mat di mot chdc, roi lai nhin ¢6. “Anh kho ma vién ly do
de€ roi khéi day vao thoi gian d6.”

“Ne€u vay thi anh khong dén ciing dwgc.”

“Anh nhat dinh s€ dé€n. Nhwng tredc tién anh mudn biét tén cia ké d6
ngay bay gio, tai day.”

“Hién gio em chua thé néi gi. Nhwng ma sau hai tié€ng nira, chic em sé
biét thoi. Pung lo, em da nim thép cta hin ta.” N6i ro6i, cd nhanh nhen
bwdc qua Yunsuke. Truwede khi roi di, ¢6 con quay lung vEé phia anh néi
thém, “Shota c6 vé la mot cau bé ngoan, lai hoc tdt nira. Chéc ciu bé sé thi
dd vao ngdi tredng minh hiang mong mudn.”

Yunsuke hit mot hoi. Nhueng anh chwa kip néi diéu gi, Eriko da nhanh

chan roi khdi dd6.

“Con da quyét dinh s€ lam gi trwdc khi di ngd chwa?” Fujima héi ciu con
trai Naoto. Hai bd" con ng'6i d6i dién nhau trén chi€c ban ké & ngoai vwon.
“Bai ki€m tra chir Kanji.” Naoto byc boi tra 1oi. Cau bé c¢6 voc dang

thAm thap, ddm ngudi, grong mit trang tréo nhu con géi.



“Con dinh lam m&’y trang?”

“Con chwa nghi dén.”

“Thé& thi khong dwgc roi. Phai quyét dinh minh s€ lam dén diu ngay tw
dau chir. Néu khong, con sé chi kéo thoii gian dai 1€ thé ra thoi. B6 hi€u r'oi,
vay con lam ba trang di. Lam xong ma van dw thoi gian thi 1am thém bai
tap Toan. Con thdy dwoc khong?”

Cau con trai gat dau, nét mat chflng 18y gi lam vui vé. Bi€u cam trén
grrong mit him him 4y nhu néi rding mén gi nuéng dang in khdng con
ngon mot chut nao.

“Nay con, ban Shota gidi th&" co a?” O bén canh laalng ldng ng61 nghe
cudc hoi thoai ctia hai bd con, sau cung Kazue ciing 1én ti€ng. Naoto dang
udng nwde ép, im lang git dau thay cho céu tra loi.

“Em n6i gi vay? Sao lai nhic d&n Shota & diy?” Fujima hdi.

“LA tai vi lic ndy thdy Tsukumi ciing néi con gi. Ring Shota ra't gidi.”

“P¢ don thuan 1a loi khen xa giao th6i. Em khéng céan ca nghi.”

“Thé& nho Shota thi db, con Naoto nha minh trwgt thi sao?”

“Thoi di.” Fujima chau may. “Chuyé&n d6 khong th€ nao xdy ra. Vi Naoto
la con trai anh.”

“Nhung ma, van ¢6 nhitng chuyén ch:flng may ma.”

“Khong bao gior ¢6 chuyén d6.” Fujima ndc can lon bia. “Anh dang c&
ging 1am hé&t moi viéc trong kha ning ctia minh. Em hiéu 6 diéu d6 ma.”

“Thi ddng la nhw vy, nhueng ma...”

“Em khong can lo 1ing gi cd. Chi ¢An nghi xem lam th& nao d¢ tao ra
moi treong thudn 1o cho Naoto hoc thoi.”

Kazue dam chiéu thd dai.



“Em dau c¢an phdi ging gwong d€ t&i day.” Sakazaki cin miéng thit trén
xién roi néi v&i vor minh. Kimiko hau nhw khong néi gi, chi lang 1€ uéng
nwoc. Co 1€ thdy lanh nén ¢6 khodc thém 4o len mong. Cau con trai 1om
Takuya dang nhai mi€ng dira & cach d6 khong xa.

“Nguwoi néi em nhd't dinh phai tham gia trai luyén thi 1a anh d&y nhé.”

“Thi anh da bao la minh anh lo dwo'c cho Takuya réi ma. Em dén tan
day roi lai st thé nay 1a 1am phién moi ngwoi chir con gi nira.”

“O, ¥ anh 12 biét the’ d€ em & nha ding khong? Bd lai minh em va me
anh, trong can ho chat choi d6?”

“Em ciing c6 th€ vé nha b6’ me minh.” Sakazaki bd xién thit 1én trén dia.

Kimiko khong nhin mat chdng, cd co nguwoi vao chiéc do khoac len.

“Anh n6i vay nghia 1a khong mudn em dén day?”

“Khong phai nhw vay, anh chi néi n€u em mét thi khong can guwong ép
ban than the".”

“Tho6i dwgre roi, anh khodi can giai thich. Anh twdng em khong bi€t gi
sao?”

Nghe viy, Sakazaki hit m6t hoi d€ 18y lai binh tinh, roéi méi hoi, “Em
no6i chuyén gi?”

“Anh dung vo vit. Ban ngay anh choi tennis vui vé d€n thé’ ma.”
“Em n6i th€ la sao? Chzalng 1€ anh khong duoc choi tennis a?”
“Em khong hé c6 y dé. Anh bi€t ro6 ma.”
“Anh chgng hi€u em dang néi chuyén gi ntra.” Sakazaki byc doc ding

day.



Tam gio, bon tré quay lai biét thy cho thué. B6" me cla tirng dira ciing tap
trung lai tredre sdnh d€ tién con minh.

“Anh Sakazaki, vy nho anh gidp do may dia tré.” Fujima Kazue néi
voi Sakazaki.

“Véng, ctr giao viéc d6 cho t6i.”

“0, anh Sakazaki s& d&n biét thy ding d6 22" Takashina Eriko héi.

“[\J’, cling phai di chit d€ mdt minh thdy Tsukumi xoay x& thi 4y ndy
1&m.”

“Vay a. Hén biét thy d6 ciing dep 14m nhi?”

“Noi thé€" nao nhi? Vi dé la biét thy cho thué ma.” Sakazaki nghi€ng dau,
sau mot thoang phéin vén, anh ta m& 101 ndi ti€p. “Néu tién thi ¢6 cé mudn
di cung t61 qua d6 khong?”

“T61 di dwore khong a?” Co tron mét ngac nhién.

“Puorc chit sao. Cling khong dnh hwdng gi ma.” Sakazaki wém 1o, mét
do xét nhirng ngwoi khac.

“Tuy la biét thw cho thué, nhwng khd 1ong 12y. M&i hon hin cin nay.”
Fujima twoi cwoi ndi.

“Vay, cho t6i ngdm mot chiit dwoc khong a?”

Sakazaki git ddu lién tuc. “Vay, xin mo1i, xin moi.”

“Thé thi tam thoi chwa x€p phong cho ¢ Takashina vo6i. Bi€t dau co &y
lai bao thich & biét thy cho thué hon.” Nghe Fujima néi, vai ngwoi mim
cwoi.

Sau cudc trao doi trén, Sakazaki din bo'n dira tré, cling v&i Eriko roi biét



thy cta Fujima. Bon tré cim cii di dang trwde, hai ngwdi ndi gt & dang
sau.

“To6i thdy ghen ti v&i anh Namikishi, khi ngay ngay dwoc lam viéc
chung v&i ngwoi nhw c¢d Takashina day.” Sakazaki budng loi khen ngoi,
chin vin buwdc di. Anh liéc sang bén canh nhin gwong mit nghiéng cla
Eriko.

“Anh khéo n6i that da’y. Anh ludn khen ngoi phu nr thé nay a?”

“Pau co, toi noi that long ma. Co thé c¢6 nghi tdi dang tang bd'c, nhung
that long tdi nghi ¢6 1a modt ngwoi phu ni tuyét voi.”

“Cam on anh da danh loi khen.” Eriko cii d4u, r'oi sau d6 nhin bon tré
dang di phia tredc. “Takuya xem ra ¢6 nang khi€u van ddng, cau bé choi
mon the thao gi vay?”

“Thing bé choi béng di. Mic di né van dong co’ thé tot, nhuwng dau 6¢
lai khong nhanh nhay 1&m. T6i ¢t lo né s& 1am vudng tay vudng chin
nhirng dwra khac.”

“Nhung ciu bé da dat muc tiéu thi vao treong trung hoc tw thuc nhi?
Thé cling 1a gioi roi.”

“Ddt muc tiéu thi ai chealng lam dwge. Ca nhén t6i thdy treong cong 1ap
& dia phwong ciing khong t6i, nhirng ma tdi con giao du voi moi ngwoi
ntra, cho nén khong thé€ tich nhom, mdt minh mét ki€u dworc.”

“Vay ra moi nguoi déu cho con dy thi vao treong trung hoc tw thuc a?”

“ff, goi la di theo ca nhom thi...” Sakazaki bo ltrng v& cudi.

Ho da dén biét thy cho thué ki€u nha x&p g6. Bon tré im ling nhin
Sakazaki mé& khéa cira. Ca lic ctva mé, di vao trong nha r'oi, bon ching van

yén lang khdéng néi loi nao.



“Ca bon dira déu di giay giéng nhau nhi? D6 1a do nha treong yéu céau
w?” Eriko néi khi nhin nhtrng d6i giay bon tré cdi ra.

“Chuing t6i mua & cing mot ctra hang ma anh Fujima gi&i thiéu. Nghe
dau nhurng doi giay dé gitp bon tré thdng minh hon.”

“Pau 6c thdng minh hon w?”” Eriko cwoi ngdt nghéo.

“C0 cwoi cling phai thoi. Bén t6i lic nghe chuyén dé con khong nghi 1a
that. A khong, d&n gio t6i van tha'y khé tin d&’y. N6 gidng nhu mot dang
blia may mén.”

“Vay ¢6 can ctr khoa hoc nao khong a?”

“A c6 ddy. Anh 4y néi chan trai va chan phai cia con ngudi von cé
chiéu dai khac nhau, nén xwong s6ng dan dan bi cong veo d€ tao sy can
bang cho hai chin. Vi trong xwong séng cé tiy sdng, ma diy than kinh
trong tiy song chay dé€n ndo, nén xwong s6ng bi cong veo khi€n ndo hoat
dong kém.”

“A!” Eriko git gi. “N&u nghe gia thuy&t d6 thi ciing tha’y thuyét phuc
day chi.”

“Pung vay khong? Vi trén doi nay thi€u gi thién tai véi dang ngeoi xiéu
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Veo.
Trong ldc hai ngwoi mai néi chuyén, bon tré da di 1én cau thang.
Sakazaki m@ canh ctra cudi hanh lang ra. Trong d6 1a mdt sanh phuc vu &6
uong rong rai. Chinh gitra cdn phong la mot cai ban lon. O’ bén canh c6 tAm
bang tring do Fujima dem dén.
“Biét thw dep qud. Tién thué bao nhiéu nhi? C6 khi T4n t&i minh cling
thu x&p dén day cung ai d6.” Eriko 1am bam mot minh khi nhin quanh birc

twong dwoe tao nén bdi cac khoi gd x&€p chdng 1én nhau.



“C6 mudn din ai d&€n ddy a?” Sakazaki cwoi toe toét. Nhwng ¢ chi cudi
thay cho céu trd 1oi. Sakazaki mé td lanh & bén canh bdn rira tay nhd.

“C6 mudn uéng gi khdong? Thay bao c6 mot it d6 uéng trong nay.”
Khong thay Eriko trd loi, anh 18y ra hai lon nwdc ép bdi khong thdy d0

y
udng cé con trong ta lanh.

“Vay anh va thay Tsukumi s€ trong ching tdi nay nhi?”

“U, hom nay t&i phién cta tdi.” Sakazaki dit hai lon nwdc ép 1én ban,
x€p canh nhau va ng61 xudng ghé€’. “Co cung ngoi di!”

“Vo anh trong khong dwgc khde, anh & day thé nay cé sao khong?”

Sakazaki giat khoen lon nwoe, cwoi x€ch mot bén gd ma. “Chuyén nhw

ye
com bira ma. Sau cudc phau thuat do, cd6 4’y ctr m dau lién mién. Tdi cling
quen v&i viée d6 roi.”

“Phau thuat v?”

“Co A7 bij u 4c tinh, nén di cit bd tir cung va budng tritng.”

y b1 ; g g g

“Ra vay.” Eriko néi roi ngdi xudng gh&. Chd c6 ngdi & gitra Sakazaki
va cai ban.

“Ngot bui dang cay t6i déu trai qua hét roi, du gi vo tdi cling khong con
la phu nr ntra.” Sakazaki nhiu may dam chiéu, u6ng lon nwdc ép, sau doé
ddm dudi nhin Eriko. “C6 van chwa trd 161 cAu hoi ban niy clia t6i.”

y

“Céau hoi ban nay w?”

“Nguoi yéu i, ¢o6 ¢6 khong?”

“Ai ma biét dwoe.” Eriko lai mim cwoi.



Trong biét thy cta Fujima, trir vgr chdong Sakazaki ra, moi ngwoi dang ng6i
quy quan quanh chiéc ban & phong khach. Tsukumi dirng yén tai chd, mét
ddo quanh nhin khip lrot bon ho.

“Ti€p theo t6i xin ndi vé giai phap cho cau hdi thoi sw. Du goi 1a nhw
vay, nhung khong ¢6 mon hoc nao mang tén thoi sw ca. Ma cau hdi thoi sy
dwoc khéo 1éo I'ong ghép trong cac cau hoi vE lich s, dia 1y hay cong dan.
Du chi€m ty 1€ trong thang di€m khong nhi€u, nhwng nhirng dira tré hoc t6t
chic chin ki€m dwoc di€m & dang cau hdi nay. Ciing khong phai ddnh do’
gi ca, thing thua déu dwa vao kién thitc co ban thdi, nén anh chi hiy nghi
ring con minh gidi dwg'c mAy cAu hdi nay trong tAm tay.” Tsukumi néi ranh
mach nhw phat thanh vién truy€n hinh, trén gwong madt wa nhin 2y hau nhw
khong boc 16 ba't cir cam xuc gi. “Nhirng gia dinh dang ¢6 thong 1€ xem TV
vao gior an, hay duy tri théi quen d6, xem thoi sy nhi€u nha't ¢6 the. Trong
trrong hop bira dn khdng trung v&i gior chi€u thoi sw, ¢ th€ ghi hinh vao
video, d&n gio’ an thi bat I1én xem. Khong phai d€ con xem mot minh dau
nhé, ca nha cung phai xem, roi ban ludn v&i nhau. B&i cach lam nay dong
lai 4n twong siu sic hon hét thdy. N&u chwong trinh xuit hién nhitng tir
bon tré khong hi€u thi bd me c& ging gidi thich ngay liic d6.”

Yunsuke ngdp khong ngwng nghi, anh dwa tay deo d6ng h'o xuéng dwdi
ban, len 1én nhin gio’. Pa tdm gio bdn mwoi phit roi.

“Khong bi€t tdi gidi thich dwgc cho con khdong?” Giong Fujima Kazue
xen 1an ba't an.

“B& me hiy hoc tip hing ngay d& 1am dwoc nhw the.” Tsukumi néi nhuw

mudn budng xudi. “DAu khong trd 1o dwge ngay, cling phai tim hi€u ngay



ldc &y, chir dwng bd ngd. V&i nhirng ciu hodi vE thoi sw nay, chi can b6 me
1at lai nhirng bai bdo cii 1a hau nhw bi€t dwoc dap én.”

Cac 0ng bd ba me gat git khong ngdt treoe 1o can dan cda thay gido
luyén thi. Yunsuke ciling 1am b ghi chép lai.

“C6 1€ phai tong hop lai td't cd nhirng tin tirc thoi sy quan trong da xay
ra tinh dén thoi di€m nay cda nam nay.” Fujima nhin v€ phia vo va néi.

“Viéc d6 ciling quan trong, nhung toi cho ring can chi trong nhirng tin
tiec dwgrc dwa ra twe thoi diém bay gio dé€n cudi nam hon. Vi nghe don
nhirng cau hoi trong ky thi dau vao s€ dwoc soan ra tw bay gio. Con ngwoi
lam ra cau hdi, nén c6 khuynh hwéng st dung nhirng sy kién con madi trong
ky trc ctia minh.”

“Ra la vay. Nhirng céu héi s€ dwge soan tr bay gior a?” Fujima 1am
nham trong miéng. Ng'6i bén canh, Sekitani ho nhe.

Tsukumi n6i xong ciing 1a lic kim d6ng h'6 chi hon chin gio.

Yunsuke n6i tham vao tai Minako, “Anh khong nghi la cé ca hdi hoc tap
cho b6’ me daYy.”

“Co6 phdi chuyén gi to tat dau.”

“Pung vay. Chuyén chaalng c6 gi to tat. Chi la giong di€u cua anh ta khi€n
anh lién twdng d&€n ma’y ké lam cong viéc tw van doanh nghi€p. Mic du ndi
dung so’ sai, nhung lai diing cdch néi ra vé trinh trong 14m, 1am nguwdi nghe
TAm twdng rang minh dang nghe chuyén hé trong.”

Khong dgi ch'ong néi hét cau, Minako da dirng day. “Thay vat va roi.
D¢ t6i pha ca phé nhé.” C6 néi va di vé phia bép.

“A théi, t6i khong can dau.” Tsukumi khé xua tay. “Téi lo cho bon tré

nén mudn veé biét thy dang kia.”



“Khong sao dau, udng mot cdc ca phé khong mat nhiéu thoi gian dén
thé”.” Fujima c& gitr chan.

“T6i khong can that ma. Cam on moi ngwoi.”

“T61 cing khong udng ca phé dau nhé! T61 s€ vé phong vi ¢6 viéc can
lam.” Sekitani néi réi roi di truedec.

Chwng hai, ba phit sau, Tsukumi quay lai, gwong mat phang phat sy
nghi hodc.

“O), thay gido a? Thay d€ quén d6 sao?”” Minako hoi.

“Khong, that ra t6i bi ma't giay. Ma chi mat mot chi€c.”

“Giay a? Mot chiéc v?” Fujima bat cwoi. “Hay anh Sakazaki di nhdm
giay ctia thay nhi? Nhwng ma nham mdt chi€c thi cling la daYy.”

Moi nguroi cing d6 x0 vé phia sanh ra vao. Yunsuke ciing di theo.

Truwdce sanh, giay da clia dan 6ng va xang-dan cua phu ntt dugc x€p gon
gang. Nhung céch d6 khdng xa, chi c6 mot chi€c giay da 1on bén chan tréi.

“A dung that nay. La that.” P&n sau Minako, Yunsuke nhin xudng chiéc
giay da chi c6 mdt bén va ndi.

“Co6 khi d€ vao tu giay roi cling nén.” Fujima Kazue nhom vao tu giay.
“Khong c6 ron.”

“La nhi, chic anh Sakazaki khong di nhdm da’y ch?” Fujima 13p lai cau
noi ban nay.

“Chéic khong c6 & ngoai dau nhi?” Sekitani Yasuko nghiéng dau, chin
x0 xang-dan budc ra ngoai.

“Thay c6 chic 1a d€ gidy & day khong?” Yunsuke x4c nhan lai.

“Chéc chin t6i d€ & day. Tai vi chiéc gidy bén trdi vin ddy ma, chuyén

d6é nham lam sao duoc.”



V@ chong Fujima lai tim trong ta giay mot [an nira, Minako thi di hin ra
ngoai. Yunsuke ciing di theo sau. Ho bét dau cong cudc tim gidy. Sekitani
Yasuko cam deén pin trén tay, roi vao bui cay cach d6 khong xa d€ tim ki€m.

“R&t xin 18i moi ngudi.” Tsukumi & ding sau néi. “Sao lai xay ra
chuyén nay nhi?”

“Co6 khi bon meo hoang tha di ma't réi.” Minako ndi, tay cam chdi quo’
vao bui cay.

“Oy day c6 meo hoang khong nhi?” Sekitani Yasuko néi khi di men theo
twong cha biét thy. “Cr cho 1a ¢6 meo di chang ntra, lam sao ching mé
duwoc ctra sanh ra?”

“Hay la bon tré bay tr0?” Yunsuke dong gép y ki€n. “Trén dwong quay
lai biét thy ding kia, chiing c& tinh gidu di cheamg han.”

“Ching ma lam viéc tré con d6 a?” Minako néi.

“Thi ching Ia tré con con gi.”

“Y em 12 bon tré khong dén mitc tré con nhw anh nghi dau.”

“Anh thi khong cho la th€".” Yunsuke nghi€ng dau hoai nghi.

Sekitani Yasuko ngac nhién kéu 1én mot ti€ng. Co ta bwdc vao trong bui
ciy, ng6i thup xudng, ti€p theo cAm mdt chi€c giay da 16n r'oi dirng day.
“Thay Tsukumi, cé phai giay cua thay day khong?”

“A, ding r'di, d6 1a gidy cta tdi. Chic chin day.”

“Sao lai & d6 dworc nhi?” Khong hi€u vi 1y do gi, Minako nhin Yunsuke.
Anh dang tay sang hai bén t6 ¥ khong biét.

“Du sao ciing tim dworc r'oi. May qua. Cam on moi ngwoi.” Tsukumi cui
dau, x0 chié€c giay vira tim thdy vao chan bén phai.

“Tim thdy giay roi a?” Fujima dirng & sanh ra vao. “Sao lai thé& nhi?



Chuyén thé nay da bao gio xay ra dau.”

“Qua nhién 1a tro ctia 10 meo hoang r'éi. Ma thdi, moi ngwoi vao trong di
a. Ngoai nay lanh 1&m.”

Tsukumi giuc ma’y nguoi cing Yunsuke di vao trong biét thy. Riéng anh
ta khong vao, hai chan vin x0 gidy, roi cdi dau. “Xin 16i vi da lam phién.
Hen moi nguoi ngay mai.”

“Chc thdy ngd ngon.” Moi ngwoi cing nhau nhin theo béng lung thay

g140 luyén thi, cho dén khi anh ta di khua't dang.

Yunsuke quay lai phong minh, stra soan d€ chuan bi ra ngoai. Anh cho’ nam
phit, réi xudng cau thang. Minako dang néi chuyén v&i Fujima ciing may
ngwoi nira trong phong khach. Trong thdy chong, co 1ién cat loi hdi, “Co
chuyén gi viy? Sao gio’ nay anh lai an mac thé kia?”

“C6 chuyén khong hay.” Yunsuke lam di€u by nhdn nhé. “Video quang
cdo anh lam hém tredc gdp sw ¢6. HE® cach r'oi, anh phai di ngay bay gio.”

“Bay gior u? Vi cong viéc sao? Di vao lic niy w?” Minako tron méit ngac
nhién. Nhirng nguoi khac ciing khong gidu noi vé kinh ngac trén gwong
mat.

“Anh mudn giai quy€t xong xudi tredrc budi trra mai.” Yunsuke nhin vé
phia Fujima cing ma’y ngwoi kia r'oi cdi dau.

“T6i ¢b viéc dot xud't nhe da néi & trén. Xin 10i vi vira m&i dén ma da

phai di thé nay, vay toi xin phép cdo lui.”



“Anh da n6i vay thi cing khong con cich nao khac.” Sau Fujima, dén
lwot vor anh ta niém nd.

“Nhung ma anh hiy cah than day. Pém hdom khuya khoét thé nay ma l4i
xe thi va't va 1&m.”

“Cam on hai ngwoi,” Yunsuke cui dau Ian nira.

Anh di ra sanh, thd'y d6i gidly ctia minh dwoc x&p ngay ngin & dé, ngoai
do6i giay doé ra, khong tha’y doi nao nwra.

“Kazue don ddy.” Minako ndi. “Chuyén giay cua thdy Tsukumi bi ma't
khién c6 &y cir ban long mai. Du chuyén ciling chaalng co gi.”

~

“U.”

Vo chong Fujima tién anh ra ctra. Fujima ciing bdo s& giai thich v&i
nhitng ngwoi khéc gidp anh. Yunsuke néi xin 10i mdt Tn nita, r'oi roi cin
biét thy. Minako ciing nd1 got theo sau.

Liic chdng sdp chui vao 6 td, co hdi, “Thé c6 chuyén gi vay?”

“Y em la sa0?”

“La viéc anh V€ vao gio nay day.”

“Thi Iic nay anh da giai thich r'oi d6. Cong viéc ctia anh gap sy ¢6.”

“Nhung em chwa bao gior thd'y anh voi voi vang vang thé nay ca. Do la
sy cO gi vay?”

“Anh c6 néi em ciing khong hi€u dau.” Yunsuke chui vao trong xe, thit
day an toan. Anh bat dong co, m¢& ctra kinh xe. “Anh s€ gidi quyét xong
xudi tredrc budi sang. R'6i sau d6 quay lai diy.” Minako khong néi gi nira,
chi im ldng nhin mdt ch'éng. Yunsuke dong ctra kinh, r'oi phong xe lao viit
di.



Roi khu biét thy, chay xe thém vai chuc mét ntra, anh trong thd’y tim bi€n
“KHACH SAN LAKESIDE”. D6 1a mot tda nha nhd xinh, trede sanh tda
nha 12 mot bai dd xe rong. D ¢6 khoang hai, ba chuc xe dang dd & d6, bai
van con hon nira d€ trong. Yunsuke dd xe vao trong géc, tay cAm do khodc,
buwdc xudng xe.

Budc qua hai cdi ctra kinh, anh thd'y quéy 18 tin & bén trai; ding trudc
quiay 1€ tin, mot hanh lang trai dai tit tip. Yunsuke nhin vao bén trong. Mot
sanh phuc vu d6 udng voi khong gian mé. Bén trong sanh ndo nhiét voi
khach khira tap nap.

Anh ngdi vao chd c6 th€ dé dang quan sat cira ra vao, goi mdt cdc soda
bourbon. Tiép d6, anh 14’y ra bao thudc trong tidi 40 khodc, chAm Iira bang
chi€c bat Itra Zippo, rit mot hoi that sau. Lan khéi thud'c mau xam anh pha
ra trdi bong bénh trong khong gian chim trong bong t6i mo 4o.

Udng hét mdt nika cdc soda bourbon, anh 18y vi ra, nhin bang 14i xe va
thé hdi vién ctra hang cho thué bang dia nhét bén trong. Mot géc cua tii
dung bao cao su 10 ra. Anh cat vi lai chd cii. Sau d6, anh rit thém mot hoi

thud'c, nudt trdi soda bourbon qua c6 hong.

Sau khi dwa c6¢ soda bourbon thr hai 1én miéng, anh nhin d6ng h'6. ba
gan muwoi mot gior, Eriko khong xud't hién. Nhirng vi khach xung quanh Tan
lrot trng ngwdi rovi chd. Yunsuke hit thém mot di€u thud'c nira, dinh bung
dori thém ndm phit ntra thdi. Nam phit lai troéi qua, anh dui di€u thudc Yy
vao gat tan va deng diy. DAu da dwoc d6 vai Tn, nhung bén trong céi gat
tan, dAu mau thudc 14 van chi't thanh dong.

Buoc ra khdi quan bar, Yunsuke 18y dién thoai ra, thir goi dé€n s6” dwoc

lIwu trén danh ba 1a “ET”. Nguyén ngay hdm nay, d@ ma’y [an anh phai nghe



tin nhén trd 1o ty dong tr s& nay. L'An nay dién thoai da dwoc két ndi.
Ti€ng do chudng vang dén bén tai anh.

Nhung chudng reo hon chuc Tan, Eriko vAn khong nhad’c mdy. Yunsuke
bd cudc, buc boi tit cude goi, bat man hinh, trgc ti€p &n s6 dién thoai.
Khong chéch di dau dworc, s6 anh an hién dong chtr “ET” trén man hinh.
Anh doi thém chiit ntra, dién thoai lai chuyén sang ché& do tra loi ty dong.
Anh chép miéng, ba't gidc 1am bam trong miéng: C6 ta dang lam cdi quai gi
thé”khong biét.

Sanh phuc vu @6 udng dén gio déng ctra, nhan vién bit dau don dep.
Nhirng vi khach con lai Il lwgt tdn ra. Vai ngueoi bude vao trong thang may
cta khdch san, vai nguoi khac di ra bén ngoai khéach san.

Yunsuke thé dai danh thwot, bwdc qua ti'm ctra kinh.

Anh quay lai 6 t0, goi dién thoai thém T4n ntra, nhung k&t qua van vay.
Anh dan tay d€ sau dau, wo'n nguoi ra sau, budng mot ti€ng thé dai.

Anh lai rat di€n thoai ra, Ian nay goi mot s& khéac lwu trén dién thoai.
Ti€ng chudng dién thoai vang lén. Chudng reo hét Tan thi tw thi dién thoai
dworc két no1i.

“Vang, to61 Fujima day.” Giong Fujima Kazue Ii nhi.

“Alo, xin 16i ¢6 vi goi dién vao gio ndy. Tdi 1a Namikishi diy.”

“A anh Namikishi, c6 chuyén gi th&' a?”

“A, ¢6 chut chuyén thoi, vor toi ¢ & dé khong a?”

“PEtoi xem. A ¢ ddy, vdy toi chuyén mdy cho anh nhé.”

“Vang, xin nho ¢6. A ch chit d3, ¢6 Takashina c6 & d6 khong vay?”

“C0 Takashina w? C6 &y khong cé & day.”

“Vay ¢6 ¢b bi€t c6 &y & dau khong? To6i khong goi dwoe cho ¢6 y.”



“Biét n6i sao nhi...” Fujima Kazue nin thinh mét 1at, r'oi néi. “Tam thoi
toi cir chuyén mdy cho Minako da nhé.”

“Véng, xin nho’ ¢b.”

Yunsuke ap dién thoai I€n tai, dau ngdn tay gd nhe vao vo-lang. Trong
khodng thdi gian cho doi Ay, anh khong thoéi hwdng mét nhin vé sanh
khéch san. Qua nhién Takashina Eriko khong xua't hién.

“Alo.” Gigng Minako truyén dén tai anh. Gigng n6i th€u thao nho hon
hin thedng ngay.

“Anh day.”

“Co chuyén gi a?”

“Khong c6 chuyén gi. Thyc ra ldc ndy nguwoi cia cong ty goi cho anh,
noi la sy c& dwoce gidi quy€t on thda r'oi. Thé nén anh s€ quay xe lai.”

“Quay xe lai... Y anh 14 quay lai ddy 4?”

“U’. Anh d3 quay xe ngay trirdc dwdng cao tdc. Chic mudi phiit niva vé
dén biét thy thoi.”

Minako khong tra 1oi.

“Thé& c6 chuyén gi sao?” Anh héi. “Anh khong dwoc quay vé dé a?”

“Khong phai nhw vady. Chi la chuyén xdy ra dot ngét nén em hoi bdi
r01.”

“Tém lai moi chuyén la nhw vdy, em hay gidi thich cho nhirng ngwoi
khac gidp anh.”

“Em hi€u ro6i.”

“Vay nho' em.” Yunsuke néi roi ddp mady. Sau d6, anh nhin d6ng hd.
Muoi mot gio mwoi phiit r'oi.

Cho d&n muwoi mdt gior hai mwoi phiit, anh bat dong cor, phdng 6 t6 di.



Anh 1ai xe quay lai con dwong da qua, ré vao trong khu biét thy, réi lai
danh xe vao bai dd xe ban ndy. Trong biét thy ctia Fujima, cdc 6 ctra sO van
sdng deén ryc ro'.

Anh bdm chudéng ctra va ding cho, cé ti€ng mé khoda, cra mé ra.
Fujima ding & do.

“Anh vat va ro6i.” Fujima nhin Yunsuke réi néi. Trén gwong mat do,
khong con nu cwoi niém nd ctia vai ti€ng dong h'o trwdece.

“Vor toi da giai thich tinh hinh cho anh chwa?”

“R61, toi bi€t 1a anh da gidi quy€t xong sy cd.”

“Piing vay. Nén t0i mdi 14p tirc quay vé day. Xin 16i vi tdi toan t lam
theo y minh.” Yunsuke cui dau.

“Khong sao, anh dung ban tdm chuyén d6.” Fujima khong nhin mat
Yunsuke, chi di khéa cira lai.

Khong biét twr lic nao, vor chdong Sekitani va Fujima Kazue da ¢6 mat &
tién sanh. Nhin thdy bon ho, Yunsuke lai cdi d4u I'4n ntra. “Xin 16i vi da
gdy phién phirc cho moi nguoi.”

Nhuwng khong ai trong s& ho ddp lai 1o xin 10i &y. Moi ngwdi chi cti mit
lang tranh, grong mat ai ndy déu u ri.

“C6 chuyén gi vay?” Yunsuke hoéi, Ian nay cling khong ai trd 1o anh.
“Vo toi... Minako dang & dau vay?”

Nghe nhwr Sekitani Yasuko hit vao mot hoi. Thay Yunsuke nhin minh, c6
ta cling ngudc nhin lai.

“V¢ anh dang & trong phong khach.”

“Co6 ay dang lam gi a?”

“Khong phai nhw vay.” Yasuko van chura ngang mit 1én.



“Anh Namikishi.” Fujima c4t ti€ng. “Anh hay d&én chd v¢' minh di!”

Yunsuke nhin Fujima, sau d6 quay sang nhin moi ngwoi mot Tan nira, r'oi
m&i cdi giay ra. Anh buwdc trén hanh lang, mé ctra phong khach ra.

Thoat dau anh twdng trong phong khach khong cé ai. Nhwng ma khong
phdi. Khi tién siu vao trong, Yunsuke bit gip Minako dang ngdi thu lu
dwdi cdi ban. Co vong tay 6m ddu gbi, gwong mat vii trong hai canh tay.

“Em dang lam gi & day vay?”

Nghe thd’y giong anh, Minako tw ttr ngang mat 1én. Lop trang di€m xung
quanh mét nhde nhoet vi nwdc mit. CS tay phai ctia cd quan bing.

“Em bi sao vdy? V&t thwong do 1a thé" nao?”

Thé& nhung c6 chi nhin anh bang 4nh mét v hon.

“P¢ t6i giai thich cho anh.” Giong néi vong ra ding sau lung Yunsuke.
Pam nguwoi cung Fujima da di vao trong phong tir bao gior. “Thit ra ban
ndy...”

“Pegi da!” Minako ngit 1oi. “Toi s& ty néi.” CO u€ odi ding ddy. Mdu
thAm dim bing trén tay.

“Sao vay? Pa c6 chuyén gi?” Yunsuke hdi ddm ngwoi Fujima.

“PD€ em gidi thich. Anh hay di cuing em.” Minako ndi r6i roi phong
khach. Yunsuke di theo sau.

Co6 leo Ién cau thang, dng budc tredc can phong cua hai nguwoi. Sau
khi xoay tay nim ctra, c6 quay lai nhin Yunsuke din do, “Anh dirng giit
minh nhé!”

Anh nu6t nwde bot. Fujima va nhirtng nguoi khac da dieng sau leng anh.

Minako m¢& ctra ra. Nhwng ¢6 khong vao bén trong, chi néi voi Yunsuke,

“Anh hay ty nhin xem da xay ra chuyén gi.”



Yunsuke bang qua Minako, dit chan vao phia bén kia canh ctra. Ngay
gidy phit d6, anh ba't thinh linh hét Ién.

Mot ¢d gdi nim guc bén canh chiéc giwong. Anh thd’y bd vdy lién sit
nich nay quen I1im.

“Eriko...” Yunsuke ti€n thém hai, ba budc r'oi dung lai. Ngwoi anh run
1€n ban bat.

Takashina Eriko dang m& mét, nhung ddi mét d6 nhin chdm chim vao
khoang khong v6 dinh. TA'm tham & dwdi dau cd nhudém mau mau. Doi vai,
14n cdnh tay hé ra déu da bién thanh mau dat.

Anh 18y tay che miéng, nhwng khéng gidu ndi ti€ng rén dudi ban tay do.
“Tai sao lai ra ndbng ndi nay?”

Minako ding bén canh anh. C6 cling nhin Eriko va thi thao néi, “Em da

giét nguwoi.”

Yunsuke nhin xody siu vao geong mat vor minh. “Em néi sao?”

Minako xoay c&, bang cdc dong tic 1éng ngéng nhurr mdt cd mdy.

“Em néi 1a minh da giét ngwoi. Em da dip vao dau va gié€t chét nguoi
nay.”

“Nhuwng tai sao?”” Giong Yunsuke khan dac.

“Anh Namikishi, cAu chuyén niy cé nhiéu uéh khiic 1im. Anh hiy binh

tinh lang nghe Minako néi.” Fujima & dang sau n6i xen vao.



“Du anh ¢6 béo tdi binh tinh thi...” Yunsuke nhin thi th€ Eriko, roi lai
nhin vor va lic dAu that manh nhu thé khong mudn tin vao nhitng gi & trwde
mit.

“Ching ta tam thoi xudng dwdi dwoe khong? Lam Am 1én & day sé
khién Kimiko tinh gidc.” Sekitani noi.

“Ping r'oi. Anh Namikishi, c6 Minako, ching ta xuéng dwdi thoi.”
Fujima d0ng tinh.

Sekitani Yasuko diu Minako di qua hanh lang. Yunsuke di ding sau ho;
triede khi roi can phong, anh ngodnh dau lai nhin mét Tan nira. Cai dén nga
de chong cho’ & bén canh Eriko. Phan gdm & chup dén vo tan tanh va dinh
mau. Trong thdy canh twgng 'y, toan than anh lai run 1ay bay.

Xudng d&€n phong khach, Sekitani Yasuko bao di pha ca phé nén ra bép.
Yunsuke va Minako ng6i kep ¢ hai géc ban, vor ch'ong Fujima va Sekitani
cling ng 61 xudng do.

“Anh Namikishi roi ddy dwoec moét lic thi ngwoi d6 dén. Cai cd
Takashina Eriko d6.” Fujima m& miéng néi. “Lic &y chidng tdi déu c6 mat
& day gidng ldc nay. R'6i Takashina bwde vao, bao 1a ¢6 chuyén can néi voi
Minako. Ching t6i thoang chiit ngac nhién vi twdng cd ta da cling anh quay
ve Tokyo roi.”

“La vi sy cd Tan nay cua t6i khong lién quan t&i ¢6 aYy, cho nén co Ay
khong di cung.” Yunsuke phan tran.

“C6 vé la nhw vdy. Thé roi Minako héi c6 chuyén gi mudn ndéi, thi
Takashina bao mudn ndéi chuyén riéng hai ngwoi véi nhau théi. Do do,
Minako m&i ngd y néi chuyén trong phong minh, réi hai ngwoi ho ciing roi
khoi day. Mot ldc sau, chic tAm mudi 1dm phit gi d6, Minako quay lai mot

minh. Nhin thdy cd &y, ching t6i déu kinh ngac. R6 1a cd &y cw xw ra't ky



qudc. Tha’y mdu chay tw c0 tay c6 &Yy, to6i m&i hdi ¢ chuyén gi. Va thé 1a
Minako...” N6i dén ddy, Fujima ngung 101, dau ddu nhin Minako. Minako
thi van cdi dAu nhin xudng ban.

“Vo toi néi rang minh da giét c6 4y sao?” Yunsuke hoi.

“Dung roi. C6 2y da n6i nhw vay.”

“Nghe vay, ching t6i déu bang hoang va bdo nhau di 1én fang hai.”
Sekitani n6i thém. “Nhin canh twgng bén trong phong, ching tdi con stng
sOt hon.”

“R6t cudc da xady ra chuyén gi vay?” Yunsuke hoi Minako. “Em da néi
chuyén gi v&i cd ay?”

Minako khong nhin anh, ¢6 con cdi dau hon ntra, va c thé” tra 101, “No6i
ve anh.”

“Veé anh? V€ chuyén gi lién quan dé€n anh?”

Nhung cd khong trd 1o ngay tirc khic. Thay vay, Fujima néi thém vao,
dwong nhw anh ta khdng sao dirng nhin thém dwoc ntra. “Hinh nhw
Takashina yéu cau Minako phai chia tay anh da’y.”

Yunsuke ngac nhién tron trirng mét. “Khong thé nao...”

“That d4'y.” Minako cudi cing cting chju mé miéng. Nhwng ¢6 van 0 rii
cti dau. “Co ta da néi nhw thé"”

“Lam gi c6 chuyén ngu ngdc nhw vdy.” Yunsuke lic dau. “C6 &y khong
doi nao noi thé'”

“Nhung co ta da noi di€u do, con em cyc chaamg da m&i lam nhw vay.”
C6 ndéi thém roéi quay mét vé phia Yunsuke. “Viéc anh qua lai v&i ¢6 ta la
sy that dung khong?”

Yunsuke khong tra 1oi, anh chot da. Mot giot md hoi 1an dai trén thai



dwong. Anh rut khan tay ra lau né.

“Em da ndéi thé nay: ‘Khong doi nao tdi chia tay anh &y dau.” Pén day,
cO ta bao: ‘“Thé& thi toi s€ 1am theo ¥ minh.’”

“Lam theo y minh la sao?”

“C0 ta no6i s€ sinh dira bé ra.” Minako nhin Yunsuke. “Sinh con cta anh.”

“Cai gi...” Yunsuke bd1 r61 nhin vgr ch'dng Fujima va Sekitani.

“Co ta nghi rang chi c4n sinh dira tré ra 1a c¢6 the tréi chan anh dworc. Vi
anh khong c6 con rudt, nén né&u co ta sinh dita bé d6 ra, chic chin anh s&
lIya chon ¢6 ta. Miéng lwoii ¢o ta ty tin 18m.”

“Co &Yy ndi la dang c6 thai u?”

Minako khé gat dau. Yunsuke budng ti€ng thd dai ndo né.

“Xin 161, t0i ¢ th€ néi chuyén riéng v&i vor minh khong?” Anh néi vdi
td't cd nhirng ngwoi con lai.

“Khong céan dau.” Minako néi. “Moi nguwoi bié€t ca roi. Bdi ban ndy em
da néi cho ho.”

“Vang, ding la ching t6i nén roi di d€ hai ngwoi néi chuyén riéng.”

Thay Fujima toan dirng diy, Minako 1ién hét 1én, “Moi ngwoi hay ¢ lai
day. C6 nhw thé thi t6i mdi binh tim dwore.”

Sau khi 16 vé khé xt trén gwong mit, Fujima lai bat dic di ng6i xudng
gh¢’.

Sekitani Yasuko da mang ca phé dén. C6 ta dat cdc ca phé & tredc mat
trng ngwoi, roi ng'di xudng cai ghé” dau & chi€c ban quiy cach d6 khong
Xa.

“Pung la...” Yunsuke néi. “Anh thtra nhdn minh ¢6 qua lai voi cd Ay.

Nhuwng ma chuyén do, néi thé' nao day...”



“Anh thdi di dwgce roi.” Minako ngit 1. “Dé&n nudc nay, anh cé néi gi
cling vo ich thoi. Chuyén da hét dwong ctru van.”

Yunsuke im bét, anh v&i tay 18y c6c ca phé dang b6c khéi nghi ngiit,
udng mot ngum roi lai thé dai.

“Bi€t chuyén c6 &y mang thai nén em noi dién va ra tay gi€t cd ay a?”

“Khong phai nhw vay.”

“Vay thi nhw thé nao?”

“Vi ¢0 ta néi v&i em rang vi ban than minh, em nén rit lui trong ém dep
ngay tw bay gio.”

“Anh khong hiéu cau do.”

“Cb ta con tuyén bd riang: ‘DAu c6 khong chia tay anh &y, chi can dira bé
ra doi, b6  ctia dira bé sé€ 1a anh &y. Thé& nén, dit ¢6 ¢6 chon con dwong nao,
gia dinh Namikishi cting s€ bi hiy hoai. Shota cling khdng the thi vao trung
hoc dwoc ntra. Nhw vdy sé anh hwdng dén twong lai ciia Shota, ding
khong? C6 thdy thé ciling dwgc hay sao?” Minako hwdng gwong mat vo
cam veé phia chong. C6 ta da néi nhw thé” dd’y, roi con ceoi nhao em.”

Cdc ca phé Yunsuke cam trén tay vang lén nhirng ti€ng lach cach khi
dap xudng ban.

“C0 ta bao em suy nghi cho ki r'6i toan roi di. Nhin tA'm lung cua co ta,
cé thir gi d6 bén trong thoi thic em khong th€ bd qua thé” nay dwoc, em
phai lam diéu gi d6. Phai d€ cho ngwoi phu nit nay im lang. Th& 1a em lap
tirc cAm céi den nga 1én, tr ding sau dip vao dau co ta. Ngudi dé nga guc
xudng ma khong kéu lén ti€ng nao. Em thi qua ngac nhién...” Bén day,
Minako cwoi phd 1én. “La that nhi? Em 1a ngwoi gy an ma lai ngac nhién.

Lic lay ngwoi ¢6 ta mai ma khong thd’y ¢6 phan &ng gi, em md&i nhén ra ¢6



khi c0 ta chét roi.”

Minako lang tranh d4nh méit clia Yunsuke, cd dwa hai tay 1én m4, 14m
bam, “Vi cd ta ddm nhic dén tén Shota.”

R'6i ¢d lai ba't dong nhw ting da. Sekitani Yasuko dirng ddy, vong ra sau
leng ¢6. C6 ta nhe nhang dat hai tay 1€n vai Minako nhuv mudn an ui.
Yunsuke sitng s& nhin canh twong trede mét. Hoi thd clia anh gdp gdp
hon. Chi c6 ti€ng thé d6 1a 1dp di 1ap lai trong khong gian bi bao trum béi
sy tinh ldng.

“Du sao ching toi cling 1a ngwoi ngoai nén khong tién xen vao van dé
nam n. Nhung ma anh Namikishi, anh dinh th& nao?” Fujima héi. Trong
bau khong khi tinh mich nay, giong néi cua anh ta cang vang vong.

“Anh héi t6i thé" c6 nghia la gi?”

“T6i mudn hdi chuyén sip tdi. Chic anh phai cé bién phdp nio d6 d€
giai quy€t tinh hudng nay ch?”

“A...” Yunsuke gii téc mdi, roi cit th&’ 6m dau. “Chic moi ngudi béo
canh sat roi nhi?”

“Chwa dau, ching t6i chwa kip lam diéu d6. Lic moi ngwoi dang ban
nhau xem nén lam gi thi anh goi dién ve.”

“Thé& w? Vay phai wu tién lam viéc do6 tredc nhi?”

“Anh n6i vay nghia la...?”

Nghe cau hdi cua Fujima, Yunsuke nhin mat hét thdy moi nguoi.

“La bao moi chuyén cho canh sat. Hi€n nhién phai lam viéc d6 r6i.”

Fujima 14p titc nhin sang Sekitani, trdnh né 4nh méat Yunsuke. Sekitani
xoa tay 1én ma minh. Rau trén mat anh ta moc Idm chd'm.

“Anh Namikishi, thit ra chung t61 da ban chuyén do6 réi...” Fujima noi.



“... Ban xem c6 nén ctr d€ th&' nay ma goi canh sat khong.”

Yunsuke ch&p mét lién h6i, roi 1i&€m moi.

“Xin 101, nhung t6i khong hi€u y anh.”

“T6i cling mudn hodi anh Namikishi chuyén nay, Takashina c6 that s t&i
day d€ dwa d6 anh bd quén khong? Toi doan 1a khong phai nhw vay. Co6 ta
mudn cudp ngwoi yéu minh khoi tay cia vor anh ta nén méi 1an 16i dwong
xa t&i day. Va ching c6 mén @6 bd quén nao c. Toi néi ding chi?”

“Gia s dung thé thi sao?”

“N€u sy that 1a nhu vay, the” thi chflng phai khong cé ai biét viéc ¢6 ta
dén day sao?”

“C0 &y ndi la da xin voi cdng ty cho nghi phép...”

“Qua nhién I1a nhw vay.” Fujima va Sekitani nhin nhau r'6i gat dau cung
luc.

“Gi vay? Anh tinh lam gi voi viée d6 a?”

“Anh thay lam th€ nay cé dwoc khdng.” Sekitani & bén canh néi xen
vao. “Lam theo c4ch cfia anh thi Minako s& bj bét v&i toi danh giét ngudi
day. Va khong dung lai & d6, néu ngon nganh dwoc sang td, chic chéin dia
vi x4 hdi ctia anh s& bj lung lay. Anh sdn sang d6n nhan diéu d6 ch?”

“Tat nhién la khong, nhueng d€n nwdc nay roi thi téi con lam dwoc gi
nwa?”’

“Van dé & chd d6.” Fujima noéi. “Ching ta cé the 1am dwgc gi nao?
Chiing t6i da ban vEé viéc nay daYy.”

“DAau anh c¢6 néi vdy, nhung ngudi da chét roi thi dau the song lai.”

“Thi ddng la nhw vay.” Fujima chdng khuyu tay 1&€n ban, hai ban tay dan

vao nhau. “Ching t6i khong mudn giao ndp Minako cho canh sat. Du viéc



Minako lam dang 1€ phai bi phdp luét trieng tri, nhwng xét vé tinh nguoi,
hanh vi d6 c6 th€ hi€u dwoc. N6i 1a ching tdi thong cam véi hanh dong cia
cO &y cuing khong sai. Luc ban bac chuyén nay, khong r0 ai trong chung t61
da Ién tiéng trude, rang c6 cdch nao d€ Minako khong bi bit khong. That
tdm chuing t6i cling khéng mu6én ngwoi xung quanh minh tr¢ thanh t6i
pham giét ngwoi. Va lai, n€u chuyén nay bi phoi bay, ¢6 1€ cudc sdng riéng
tw cta ching tdi ciing s€ bi truyén thong lam xdo tron dang k&. R6i hé luy
cta né s€ khi€n bon tré khong thi vao trung hoc dwoc niva. Thé” nén nguoi
chiu nhirng ton hai trén phwong dién xa hdi khong chi c¢c6 minh anh
Namikishi dau.”

Minako bét d4u thdn thirc.

“Toi xin 10i.” Tw k& ban tay dang che 1én mit c6 lot ra giong ndi nhd
nhe. “Chi vi hanh dong cta t6i ma gay rac r6i cho moi ngudi.”

“Co dwng ban tam d&én ching t6i.” Fujima Kazue 4n can néi. “Moi
ngwoi déu yéu quy c6 nén mudn lam diéu gi dé cho c6. D6 mai la diéu
quan trong nhat.”

“Piing thé da’y.” Fujima b0 sung. “Va ching tdi dwa ra y ki€n nay khong
chi xuét phat tw tinh cdm danh cho ¢6, ma con vi nghi cho hoan canh cuia
moi nguoi nira. Mong ¢6 hi€u cho diéu d6.”

“Puroc moi ngwoi nghi gitp cho dén thé, téi 18y lam bi€t on.” Giong
Yunsuke 1i nhi. “Thyc t&, du lwc bat tong tdm, nhwng ban than tdi cling
mudn trdnh d€ Minako bj bit.”

“Anh Fujima...” Sekitani néi. “Hay la thtt n6i k&€ hoach ban nay cho anh
Namikishi nghe xem sao.”

“U’, 1am the’ di.”

“Ké& hoach gi vay?”



Tha’y Yunsuke hoi, Fujima nhoai ngudi 1én mot chit. Anh mét anh ta
bdng tré nén sic lanh.

“Cach d€ Minako khong tr¢ thanh hung thd gi€t ngwoi chi ¢c6 mét. D6 1a
lam sao d€ bi€n vu an tr ¢6 thanh khong ¢4. Cu th€ hon 1a x& 1y cdi xac do.
Bing ddi tay clia chiing ta day.”

Nghe nhitng 1o phat ra tv miéng Fujima, Yunsuke nghiém trang ng6i
thang lung ddy. Ngoai trir Minako va chinh ban than anh, moi ngudi déu
dang d6 don sy chi y vé phia nay. Yunsuke mdt mat dén nhan nhirng cai
nhin d6, nhung lai 1ac d4u phi nhan.

“Viéc d6 chic chin khong lam duwoc.”

“The sao?”

“P¢ 1a viéc lam thi€u suy nghi. Moi ngwoi dinh xtr 1y thé nao? Néu canh
sat xac dinh deoc nhan than cua céi xac, chiing ta bi dwa vao dién tinh nghi
1a cdi chdc.”

“Thé& nén, chiing ta phai nghi cach xt& 1y d€ cdi xac khong bao gio bi tim
ra. Hodc cho du c6 bi tim thd'y, thi cing khong c6 cach nao xac dinh dworc
nhan than cda nd.”

“Ne€u chung ta tic dong vao khudn mdt va van tay, c6 1€ khong tim ra
tung tich dau.” Sekitani dwa ¥ ki€n.

“Hai thtr d6 va rang ntra.” Fujima di€m tinh néi.

Sekitani Yasuko va Fujima Kazue im lang gat dau. Canh twong tredc
mét khién Yunsuke khong nhin nhin dworc ma dap tay 1én ban.

“Moi nguoi ¢6 hi€u minh dang néi gi khong day? Sao c6 the€ lam maYy
trd0 nham nhi d6 dwoc?”

Hai ban tay van dit trén ban, Yunsuke hit thé hai, ba Ian. Moi nguoi im



ldng nhin anh mot luc lau.

“Qua that...” Fujima ndi. “Viéc ma ching t6i dinh lam 1a nham nhi. Va
khong dang dwoc dung thir. Nhwng thé cling dwore chi sao. Ta't ca déu la vi
vor anh. Con anh bdo cich nay khong dwoe thi anh ¢6 cach nao tdt hon
khong? Néu c¢6 thi xin moi anh néi ra.”

“Nhung ngoai cach bdo canh sat da'y nhé.” Sekitani ti€p loi. “Cach dé
khong tinh.”

Yunsuke ndm chit cdi khin vira lau m'd hoi trong tay. Minako van 18y
tay che mat, tw th€ ng'6i bat dong khong suy chuyeén.

“Dan dung nhw bi tai nan hodc twy sat thi sao?”

“Khong ddng d€ dwa ra.” Fujima bac bd ngay tdp lw. “Y kién d6 ciing
dwoc dwa ra roi, nhung né phi thue t87. Tuy t6i khong ranh vé canh sit 14m,
nhung c6 the khflng dinh mot diéu, nhirtng ngwoi nghiép dw nhw chiing ta
khong qua mét duoc nghi€p vu diéu tra khoa hoc cua ho dau.”

“Nhéc t&i diéu tra khoa hoc, cdch anh duwa ra lai cang khong c6 gid tri.
Du anh c6 x6a vén tay hodc hay hoai gwong mat, voi cong nghé giam dinh
ADN hién gior, canh sdt van c6 th€ tim ra moi thie.”

“T6i cling nghi d&n ADN r6i. Nhung anh Namikishi nay, nguoi ta chi
gidm dinh ADN khi da xac dinh dwoc nhan than cda cdi xdc théi. N&u
khong ¢6 manh md&i gi vEé thi the thi ho muén gidm dinh cling khong c¢6
ADN cua ai d€ so sanh ca.”

“Takashina Eriko c6 gia dinh. Viéc ho trinh bdo canh sat chi con la van
dé thoi gian. N&u tim tha'y nhitng thi th€ khong ro tung tich, canh sét chic
chin s& doi chiéu v&i dir liéu clia nhitng ngwdi ma't tich da dwoc trinh bdo
theo cach trén. Tw gidi tinh, didc di€m co’ the, tudi tac dw tinh, canh sat hin

s€ suy doan thi th€’ d6 1a Eriko.”



“Du viéc d6 c6 xdy ra, ching ta chi can ddm bao khong con ADN cua cd
ta ldc sinh thoi, ho sé khong cé gi d€ dd'i chiéu.”

“Viéc d6 thi c6 gi khé. Néu luc tim trong can hd cua cd ay, thé nao
chealng tha’y mot, hai s¢1i toc roi vai.”

“PAa’y 1a néu lic d6 cin ho ctia ¢6 ta van con.”

“Y anh 1 sa0?”

“Takashina Eriko c¢6 s6ng cung gia dinh khong?”

“Khong, ¢6 8y song mot minh.”

Fujima gat dau. “Song trong can hd phan 16 hay gi?” Fujima héi.

“Lam gi c6, cd 8y & nha thué.”

“Ciing phai. N&u vay, d€n mdt lic nao do s€ phai tra lai nha nhi?”

Yunsuke kh& mé& miéng, réi nhin Fujima. Fujima ti¥ ton 1ic dau hai T4n.

“C6 nghia la n€u trd phong r'6i thi vat dung d€ diéu tra ADN ciling bién
mat.”

“Cho nén cdi xac bi phat hién cang mudn thi cang c6 lgi1 cho ching ta.
Ly twdng l1a n6 khong bi tim ra du da vai nam trdi qua k€ tw khi trinh bao
ma't tich. Va dwong nhién vinh vién khong tim tha’y 12 t6t nhat.”

“Thi ra l1a vdy.” Yunsuke gat gu, roi dwa tay 1én xoa ¢0. Sau do, anh cdi
do khodc, 18’y bat Itra va thud’c 14 trong tdi do ra. “T6i hit thudc dwoc ch?”

“Nhuwng hiit thudc vao budi t6i la vi pham quy dinh vé phong ngwra chay
no.” Sekitani ngoai miéng néi vay, nhwng van voi tay 18y céi gat thn & ké
sau leng dat 1€n ban.

Thay Yunsuke cham Itra, Fujima néi minh ciing hut, roi rit mét di€u
thudc.

“Anh néi xt& 1y cai xdc, la anh dinh virt né & dau? Hay anh dinh dao h&



de chon?”

“Thoat dau t6i dinh 1am thé”. Nhung suy di tinh lai, t6i thdy viéc chon
xac qua nguy hieém. B&i chiing ta khong bi€t dwoc cdi xac ¢d bi phat hién vi
mdt nguyén c& ndo khong. Thém nira, ching ta khong dé dang gi khi dao
dworc mot cai ho” da sau d€ gidu cai xac mot cach hoan hao, ding khong?”

“Ne€u vay thi anh tinh lam gi?”

“Pay la y twdng cha t6i.” Sekitani m@ 1oi. “Né&u chdn & dwdi dat khong
on, vy choén & dudi nwdre thi sao?”

“O trong nwde w?” Yunsuke hdi lai va kinh ngac mé to mét. “Trong h'6
Himegami 477

“To61 cho rﬁng cach d6 1a t&t nhat. Chic chin, lai nhanh gon hon hét
thdy.”

“T6i cling nghi cach d6 on.” Fujima noi.

Yunsuke khé rén 1€n, ro6i lai bon chon hit thudc. bi€u thu6éc ngay lap
tirc chay rui.

“Y anh 12 sau ddy s& virt cdi xdc xudng h'6 4?”

“Pung vay. N&u da quyé€t r'oi thi khong nén chian chwr thém mot gidy nao
ntra.” Fujima qua quyét.

“Bay gior, dem xudng h'6?” Yunsuke mé bao thudc 14, rit thém mot di€u
trong d6, cham Itra.

“T6i ndi thé nay c6 the€ la khi€m nha nhwng ma...” Sekitani néi. “D€ ma
noi thi to1 th&y anh Namikishi dang gdp may day.”

Yunsuke nhin Sekitani. Khai thu6c trao ra tr miéng anh.

“La tai vi, n€u mot minh anh 1am vao canh ngd nay, anh s€ lam thé& nao?

Ty minh x& ly cdi xdc gan nhw 1a khong the, du c6 quyét lam mdt minh thi



6 A

“Phu nwr thi doii & ddy, chir 1t lwot kéo nhau ra chi td thu hit sy chd y thoi.”
Fujima néi v&i may ba vo. “Va hay can trong, dwng d€ c6 Kimiko phat
hién ra chuyén nay.”

“Chtng ta s€ gitr bi mat chuyén nay v&i co 8y a?” Yunsuke hoi.

“Bi mit cang it ngwoi bi€t cang tot. Quan trong hon, khéng ¢ gi dam
bdo rang cd Kimiko s& ddng tinh v&i suy nghi cta ching ta.”

Yunsuke khyng lai mot chut roi git dau.

“Vay thi chuyén céi xac ra ngoai nao!” Sekitani ding day.

“PE€ toi khiéng cho.” Yunsuke dirng trird'c mat Sekitani.

“Hai ngwoi khiéng thi dé hon ma.”

“Khong, mot minh toi 1a da réi. Phién moi ngwoi chuan bj xe 6 t0.”

“Nhung ma...”

“Anh Sekitani...” Fujima néi sau lwng Sekitani. “Anh Namikishi—
ngwoi twong tdn vé nguoi phu nir da chét nhdt—ndi 1la s€ khiéng mot
minh.”

“A A...” Sekitani h4 h'c miéng. “Vay t6i doi & ngoai nhé!”

Yunsuke roi phong khach, leo 1€én ciu thang. Anh ding tredc phong

minh, hit mdt hoi that sdu d€ tran tinh ban than, roi xoay tay nam ctra, nhe



nhang mé ctra ra.

Do6i mit cia Takashina Eriko vin dang nhin chim chim vao thinh
khong. Yunsuke ding thin tho' mot lic 1au & cira. Sau do, anh di vao trong
phong, chdm rai ng61 xuéng. Bau gd1 anh run Ién béan bat.

Anh v&i tay phéi, cham vao ma c¢6. Lan da da khong con dan h'6i. Hoi
am ciling lia bd than xéac. Yunsuke chdam chu nhin khuén mat Eriko, r'oi dwa
moi minh lai gan moi ¢d6. Nhwng anh da dwng lai ngay triede khi cham vao
bo moi d6. Anh bu'dn ba thé dai. R'i nhim mat, 1ac dau sang hai bén.

Anh ludn tay xudng dwdi co’ th€ dd, cii ngwoi, nha’c ¢6 1én. Mai téc bét
mau dinh chat bi giit ra, tao thanh ti€ng loat soat.

Lidc anh xu6ng cau thang, Sekitani Yasuko dang & hanh lang. Nhin cai
xac dvoc Yunsuke Om trén tay, cd ta khé hét 1€n, so hai lui ra sau, nhung
roi ngay lap tirc 12y lai vé binh tinh. C6 ta nhin Yunsuke, hoéi han, “Moi
viéc on chw?”

“T6i on. Xin 10i, nhueng nho ¢d bdo Minako vé sinh phong gitip toi.
Tham thi bj bah, con nhitng manh v& clia dén ngll veeong vai khip noi.”

“Vang, viéc d6 cr d€ ching t6i lam.” Yasuko gat ddu, tay co ta dat Ién
nguec.

Canh ctra sanh ra vao m¢ ra, Sekitani tir ngoai di vao. Trén tay anh ta
Om ta'm bat nylon mau xanh.

“Hay boc bang cdi ny roi khiéng ra.” N6i roi, anh ta dit né xudng san.

“Anh 187y thr nay ¢ dau vay?”

“T6i dem twr nha di ddy. Pinh dung d€ trai dwdi dat lic an tiéc nuwdng
ngodi troi. C4i ndy bdn nhan nhin & khip noi, nén néu canh sit c6 mudn

diéu tra ngudn gdc ciing khong sao. Pwong nhién ho sé khong I4n ra chd



t61 mua.”

Pgi Sekitani trdi xong taA'm bat trén san nha, Yunsuke dat cai xac Ién trén
d6. Poi mét Takashina Eriko vAn md trirng trieng.

“A nay, anh Namikishi, ding cdi nay di.” Sekitani chia déi giing tay ra.
Tay anh ta da deo sin ging. “Anh bao phai cih than, khong d€ lai da'u van
tay ma.”

“ff, suyt thi t6i quén mat.” Yunsuke x4 hai tay vao gang.

Sau khi cudn cdi xéac trong bat nylon, Yunsuke cung Sekitani khiéng n6
ra ngodi. Fujima tay ¢Am deén pin, di xudng tir bdi dd xe. Anh ta cling deo
gang tay.

“Hai nguoi ¢6 khiéng dwoc khong?”

“Proc ma. Quan trong hon, anh ¢6 tim dwoe thir gi ndng khong?”
Sekitani hoi.

“T6i nhat dwoc vai hon da to. Cho chiing vao 1a 6n thoi.”

Dén bai d6 xe, ding nhw 101 Fujima néi, khodng hon chuc hon dé to nhw
qua bong ném da dwgc x€p & goc.

“Trong thoii gian han hep vy ma anh 18y dwore ting nay co’ a?” Yunsuke
than phuc.

“Khong. Tdi cling phai lao lyc 1dm chit. Chay don ddo khap noi d& nhit
da’y. Quan trong hon, chung ta can nhanh chong khiéng cai xac Ién xe. N€u
bj tréng thay thi phién 1im. A ma ding xe nao day?”

“Dung xe cua tdi la thich hgp nhat nhi?” Sekitani néi. “Xe con binh
thwong c6 1€ kho d€ khiéng hét 1én.”

“C6 duoc khong vay?”

Sekitani gat ddu ddp lai cAu hoi ctia Yunsuke, nét mit anh ta vAn ddm



chiéu.

“Gior 1am gi con céch nao nira. Sau khi xong xudi, tdi s& lam 1& thanh tay
hay cai gi d6 dai loai nhw vay.”

“Xin 161 anh.” Yunsuke cii dAu néi, trén tay van Om céi xac dwoc quan
bang bat nylon.

Fujima 187y chia khoa xe trong tii Sekitani, m& ctra sau chi€c xe Wagon
mot khoang mau dé. Khoang hanh 1y trén xe kha rdng, lai con dwoc don
dep sach s€. Yunsuke va Sekitani khi€éng cai xac cho 1én d6. Fujima thi cha't

ma’y hon dé 1én. Yunsuke va Sekitani cling phu mot tay.

“Suyt thi quén mdt thir quan trong.” Fujima ném cudn day thung 1én xe
sau cting. Cudn diy kh4 to, bén bang nylon.

“Pay la gi vay?” Yunsuke hoi.

“T6i mua & Tokyo dot triedre. Né&u chi boc cdi xac bﬁng bat, so’ s€ bi tudt
ra, nén sau cling ctt b6 lai bang cdi diy nay cho chic.”

“Ra th€’, anh suy nghi thau ddo that.”

Sau khi dong ctra sau, ba nguoi leo 1én xe. Lai xe hi€n nhién la Sekitani,
Yunsuke thi ng6éi & gh& phu. Khi Sekitani bat dong cor, bat dén pha, con
dwong t0i den trirdc mit bdng sdng birng 1én.

“Nao, xua't phat thoi!” Fujima ra hiéu, Sekitani 1ai xe di.

Chay xe khoang vai phit la d¢n h'6 Himegami. Con dwong ven h'd voi
nhiéu nha hang, quan ca phé, ctra hang ban dédc san. Qua nhién vao dém
khuya, nhitng ctra tiém dé déu déng cira, tat h&t den.

Di hét con dwong do, cdi h'd da hién ra tred'c mat.

“Ré& trai & ddy.” Fujima ngdi & ding sau chi din. Sekitani ddnh vo-ling

sang bén trai.



Mot con dwong hep dwge 1am bao quanh h'6. Xe 6 t6 chdm chdm chay
trén con dwong d6. Mét loang sau, da dén kich dwong, Sekitani dung xe lai.
Khi den pha tit, xung quanh lai chim trong man dém t5i den. Chi con tha’y
4nh sang leo 14t clia dén duong & dang xa.

Fujima xudng xe trwdc tién. Anh ta ¢cam den pin trén tay. Di b6 vé phia
cai h'o, tam hai, ba phut sau thi quay lai.

“Diing nhw t0i thd’y h'di trea. MA’y céi thuyén cho thué van & day.”

“Th& c6 dung dwoc khong?” Yunsuke hai.

“T61 nghi la dung dwoc.”

Trong khi Fujima roi dén pin, hai ngwoi Yunsuke va Sekitani khiéng cai
xdc ra khéi xe.

“Nao...” Fujima c6 vé ngdp ngung. “Ck thé nay ma ném xudng h'o thi
khong hay. Ching ta phai lam gi dé d€ canh sat khong xac minh dwo'c nhan
than cta céi xac.”

Sau phut choc im lang, Sekitani cing dwa y kién.

“Van tay, khudén mat va rang nhi?”

“Huy di a?” Yunsuke néi.

Ta't ca déu im bat trong gidy lat.

“Tai vi, néu khong lam gi d6 thi...” Fujima ldp lai loi ban nay.

“Khu6n mat thi khong can phai lam dé€n murc thé” dau nhi?” Sekitani Tam
bam. “T6i nghe néi xac bi ngdm trong nwde s€ khdng nhan dang dwore.”

“Nhung v&i rang thi vo ich thoi, n€u ching ta khong tac dong gi. Van
tay cing the".”

“T6i hieu roi. BE t6i 1am cho.” Yunsuke gat dau néi. “Pam lao thi phai

theo lao vay.”



Hai nguoi con lai nhin nhau. Fujima dwa tay phai géi toc mai.

“Pung vay. P& anh Namikishi x& 1y viéc do6 1a t6t nhat.”

“Trwedc mét, ching ta khiéng cdi xdc d&n chd thuyén da. Nhét d4 vao
bén trong bat r'6i m&i lam viéc d6.”

“A, hay da’y.” Sekitani ¢ong tinh vé&i Yunsuke.

HAau hét thuyén déu dwoe dit dp xudng, riéng mot chiéc thuyén van
ngtra Ién nhw khi vira tv h'0 vé bo. Ho dit cdi xdc & bén canh con thuyén
2y, ro1 nhét da vao bén trong bat nylon xanh.

“Vay thi, anh Namikishi, nho’ anh x 1y viéc kia nhé!” Fujima ngai ngan
mo loi.

Yunsuke hit thé” sdu mot hoi.

“Cho t6i mwon den pin dwgc khdong? Va phién hai nguoi lanh mat di
mot chut.”

Fujima git dau, tay dwa den pin. Sau do, anh ta cung Sekitani di thém
may mét, ro1 quay lueng vé phia nay.

Trudc tién, Yunsuke 16i tay phdi ctia Eriko ra. Ban tay lanh ngét, cirng
do’, khong con dan h'6i nhw the tay cia ma-no-canh. Anh 18y bat Itra trong
tdi 4o khoac, cham Itra, dwa bat Itra lai gan dau ngon tay do.

Lan da chdy sun lai. Miii khét bat dau n'ong nic tda trong khdng khi.
Yunsuke cdng thfmg nudt nwde bot lién tuc. Pot cdc dau ngdn tay bén trai
va phdi xong, anh dam dam nhin vao gwong mat da chét ctia Eriko. Gwong
mit v&i nhitng dwong nét sic sdo ngay nao gior ddy da tré thanh mot gwong
mat fdm thwong. Anh roi dén pin, tht cham dau ngén tay vao méi co.
Nhung do6i méi 'y cling khdng con dan h'6i nwra.

Yunsuke ¢cAm mot hon da 1é€n. Khi gio’ né 1én cao bang v&i vai minh thi



anh dwng lai. Anh dat hon dd sang mdt bén, quan co th€ Eriko trong bat
nylon, doan ki€m tra vi tri mat co tir bén ngoai 1op bat, r'oi lai cdm hon da
trén tay.

Anh nhim hé mét, nin thé, ddp hon d4 xudng. Nhim ding mit Eriko ma
d'6n stec dap. Nhung lwe ddp hoi yéu. Du vay, c6 vé Sekitani van nghe thiy
ti€ng hon da dap xuéng, nén md&i quay sang hdi Fujima, “Anh ta 1am xong
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roia?”

“Chuwa, ¢6 vé lyc dap chwa d manh.”

“A...” Sekitani van quay lwng di. Fujima thi khong néi gi nira.

L'an nay, Yunsuke ¢Am hon d4 bang hai tay. Anh hit thé vai Tan d€ trin
tinh lai, r6i nang hon da dén ngang dau minh. Mot Tan nira anh nin the,
nhdm nghién mét lai. Pap hon d4 xudng... Thanh i4m trdm duc phét ra.
Thanh 4m T4n nay khdc ro ranh v&i Tan trwde. Yunsuke rén rén mé mat.

Hon d4 da 1om vao tAm bat nylon mau xanh. Chd 16m d6 1a mit cta Eriko.

Hai tay anh nhi’c hon d4 1én, gidng thém mot cd nira. Chd 16m ban nay
cang 1om sau hon. Anh dap thém mot I'an cu6i. Nhwng Tan nay khong thay
trén bat thay doi nhi€u so v&i an truede.

“Cudi cung cling xong.” Giong Yunsuke nghe nhw ti€ng rén ri.

Fujima va Sekitani da di vé phia anh.

“Xt ly xong rang r'oi ch?” Fujima 1én ti€ng.

“Téi nghi 14 &n r'di, nhung ciing khong chic. Vi tdi khong kiém tra bing
méat.”

“Chéc 1a &n r'oi. Anh Namikishi dAp nhitng ba Tan ma.”

Dau Sekitani néi vy, Fujima vin ng'di xudng bén canh cdi x4c, can than

mé hé bat nylon ra xem. Ngay tirc khic, anh ta rén 1én mot tiéng.



Yunsuke nhin ra chd khdc. Sekitani ciing nhiin nhé quay mit di. “Chéic
anh hay phai lam vi€c nay, ding la bac si c6 khac.”

“T6i cling dau mudén lam nhw vdy. Nhwng ching ta phai dé phong bat
tric.” Fujima déng bat nylon lai. “Thé& nay thi &n roi day.”

Ho quin vai vong day thirng & bén ngoai bat nylon. Sau d6, ba ngwoi
cung khiéng cdi xéac 1€n thuyén. Chi riéng da da dd lam ndng con thuyén.

“Chéc khong cin cid ba ngwdi 1én thuyén dau.” Fujima néi. “Anh
Sekitani hdy ra xe d€ canh chirng. Anh ¢6 cam dién thoai theo nhi?”

“Vang.”

“Vay, néu c6 chuyén gi hay goi dién nhé. Tuy treong hgp ma c6 the€
phai viet thuyén & chd khac.”

“T6i hiéu roi.”

“Vay thi di thoi nao!” Fujima néi véi Yunsuke. Yunsuke im lang git dau.

Ba nguwoi ra siec day thuyén, dén chd thuyén ndi dwoe thi Fujima va
Yunsuke tre¢o 1€n. Dya vao vi tri luc 1€n thuyén, Yunsuke nhan trach nhiém
cheéo thuyén. Ban ddu c¢6 hoi mat sic, nheng dan da anh da quen véi
chuyén dong cuia mai cheo.

“Chtng ta chéo dén chd nao bay gio?” Yunsuke vira chéo thuyén vira
héi.

“Chd cang siu cang tot. Cr dén gan gitra h'0 1a dwgc nhi?”

“Nhung t&1 om thé nay, tdi khong xac dinh dwoc dau la gitra h'6.”

“Thé&  thi chi con cach dga vao tryc gidc thoi. Tryc gidc clia hai ching ta
de.”

Yunsuke khong dap lai. Sy im ldng d6 kéo dai mot Iic 1au. Chi ¢6 ti€ng

mai chéo ré nwdee 1a 1dp lai khong nging nghi.



Yunsuke ti€p tuc cheo thuyén thém h'6i 1au nwra. Xung quanh gan nhw 1a
man dém bao pht. Xa xdm kia ¢ vai chdm sang nhd tréng nhw nhirng vi
sao roi.

“Anh mét roi a?”

“Khong, t6i On. Quan trong hon...”

“C6 chuyén gi a?”

“Anh lam viéc nay c6 sao khong? Mac du t6i rd't bi€t on vi moi ngwoi
hét long che gidu sai [am cua vo t6i.”

“Anh Namikishi, gio’ anh néi chuyén d6 d€ lam gi. Khong the quay lai
nhw lic dau duoc dau. Chazlng phai hién gio’ ching ta chi ¢ the’ lam nhirng
viéc chiing ta né€n l1am mdt cach hoan hao, khong d€ xady ra sai sot gi sao?”

“T6i hi€u diéu d6, nhung néu két cuc chuyén nay 16 ra v&i canh sat
thi...”

“Thé& nén ching ta dang bd bao cong sirc xoay x& d€ cai xac khdng bi
tim ra, dung khong? Hodc khong may c6 bi tim th&y thi cing khong x4c
dinh dwoc tung tich cia nd. Ban than anh hin cling kho tam khi phai ty tay
huly hoai gwong mat cia ngwoi minh yéu.”

Yunsuke cui dau.

“Anh Namikishi.” Fujima doi giong. “T6i mu6n anh thanh that trd loi
mot diéu tai day, ban ddu anh dinh thé nao véi ¢d Minako? Ly hon ¢6 &y va
dén v&i ngwoi phu nir nay a?”

“Pén murc do6 thi...”

“Nghia 12 anh chwra nghi d&n ding khong? Ra vay. Nhung chic anh phai
néi diéu gi dé6 4m chi ring minh s& cwdi ngwdi phu nit nay chit. Néu khong

thi ¢o ta s€ khong doi nao lam cai viéc tro’ trén nhw vay. C6 di€u, anh dirng



hi€u fam. T6i khéng dinh trach méc gi anh ca. Vi dan 6ng trén doi nay, ai
cling lam nhirng viéc giong anh. Chi la t6i khéng hi€u, d6i v&i anh thi gia
dinh hién tai l1a gi? Chuyén Shota la con ri€ng ctia Minako, t6i cling biét.
T6i khong mudn suy bung ta ra bung ngwoi dau, nhung cheamg phdi cach
anh d6i xtr v&i thang bé khong nhu d6i v&i con rudt ciia minh hay sao?”

“T6i dang ra't c& ging d&1am viéc d6.”

“T6i biét. Nhung ma, chiing t6i lai khong can sw c& ging d6.”

“Anh néi viy nghia la sao?”

“P6 1a yéu thwong con minh ma khdng cin sw cd ging nao ca. 6 1a
tinh yéu v6 diéu kién. Ching tdi khac voi anh.”

“Né€u bi n6i vay thi toi...”

“Vay thi t6i lai hoi anh, gia dinh hién gior 1a gi d&i v&i anh? La thir ¢6
th€ dé dang virt bd ba't cir ldc nao a? La thir anh sdn sang danh ddi vdi bat
ky ngwoi phu nit hAp dan nao w?”

“Miéng anh bao khong trach mdc, nhung cach néi ciia anh qua nhién
dang chia mui dui vé phia t61.”

“T6i khong trach méc anh. Chi thay la thoi. Néu gia dinh hién tai doi
voi anh khong quan trong dén thé’, thi tai sao [4n nay anh lai dé€n day?”

Yunsuke nhin Fujima, tay vAn dang chéo thuyén. Du anh khong nhin 10,
nhung c6 cam gidc Fujima cling dang nhin minh.

“Luc nay to1 n6i roi ma.” Yunsuke khé néi. “Viéc dén day ciing la mdt
trong nhirng sy cd ging cta toi.”

Béng di mot lic mdi tha’y tié€ng Fujima dap lai, “Ra vay.”

“Pé&n day chic dwoce roi nhi?” Yunsuke ndi sau h'oi 1au chéo thuyén.

“U nhi. Tbéi ciing nghi dén day 1a dwoc roi.”



Yunsuke ngirng chéo thuyén. Anh dit tay 1én s¢ri day budc cadi xac.

“Anh can than day. Birng khong khéo sé lam thuyeén bj 1at.”

“Toi1 bi€t ma.”

Yunsuke va Fujima vAn ngdi, tay ldn cdi xdc d€ day n6 vé géc thuyeén.
Sw chénh 1éch trong Iwong 1lam cho con thuyén nghiéng nga. Hai nguoi vira
phai di chuyén vi trf ng'di d€ gitt cho thuyén thing bang, vira phai an chiit
cdi xdc cuodn trong bat nylon. Thuyén trong tranh dit doi, nwde thi bin tung
tée. May thay, sy trong tranh d6 lai gidp ich cho hg. Con thuyén nghi€éng
vai [an, bat nylon cudn cai x4c lan tron theo nhip nghiéng &y roi roi tum
xudng nuwoc.

Yunsuke thé dai mot ti€ng, nhin sang bén canh, thd'y Fujima dang chip
tay cAu nguyén. Yunsuke quay lai nhin mit nwdc, roi ngdm séng gon mot
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luc.

Tha’y cédi xac khdng ndi 1€n, Yunsuke m&i yén tdm cheéo thuyén di. Trén
dwong quay lai, Fujima goi dién cho Sekitani. Sekitani di bat sin dén pha,
Yunsuke chi viéc Tan theo dnh dén d6 d€ cheo vé bo.

“C0 bj ai trong thd’y khong?” Khi thuyén da quay veé bo, chui vao trong
xe, Fujima hoi Sekitani. Sekitani vira phéng xe di, vira lac dau.

“Khong c6 ai d&€n d6 ca. V&i lai, tie trén bo’ hoan toan khong trong tha'y
con thuyén cta hai ngwoi.”

“Trong bong to1 do thi dung la khong thay that.”

“T6i that sy khong bi€t phai néi gi véi moi ngwoi nira.” Yunsuke cui
dau.

“Anh Namikishi, xin anh d4’y, anh dong xin 18i ntra. Ching ta van con

viéc quan trong hon ¢an gidi quyét.” Fujima ndi v&i 1én tr ¢hé sau.
: . y



“Vi€éc quan trong hon v? D06 1a viéc gi vay?”
“Po 1a...” Fujima khoanh tay, ta nguoi vao gh€’. “Vé dén biét thw, anh

s€ bi€t thoi.”

Lic ho quay lai biét thy, dén & hau hét cdc phong di tit. Fujima da goi dién
nhic tredc, ddm bio may ngudi phu nit doi & trong phong vor ch'dong ho.
Cho nén Yunsuke cing moi nguoi cling d&n phong ho & tang ba. Trong can
phong ki€u Nhat rong tdm tdm chi€u, Minako, Sekitani Yasuko, Fujima
Kazue dang ng01 quanh céi ban vudng. Trong thdy Yunsuke cung m&y ong
ch'ong, Yasuko sdt sing hoi, “Thé nio roi anh?”

“[\J’, moi chuyén xong xudi roi.” Ch'dong c0 ta dap.

“Nghia 1a cai x4c chim hin roi nhi?” Kazue hoi ch'ong minh.

“Chéc chin roi. Sau ngan &y viéc chiing ta lam, tam thoi né khong nSi
lén duoc dau.”

Ba nguoi dan 0ng ciling ng'6i xudng. Minako im ldng, cdi dau. Yunsuke
quay sang nhin gwong mit nghiéng ctia vor, roi nhic nhé:.

“Moi ngwoi da nhoc cong vi ching ta. Em nén néi ti€ng cadm on ho.”

Nghe vay, ¢6 ngang dau Ién, song chwa kip ndi gi, Fujima da xua tay.

“Cam on va xin 10i th& dd roi. Anh Namikishi cling dong trdch méc
Minako thém ntra. B&i 16i khong hoan toan thudc vé co ay.”

Yunsuke cui dau, anh ro’1 vao tram tw.



“Kimiko c6 phét hién ra khong?”” Sekitani héi vor.

“Khong sao. Ban ndy em di ki€m tra roi, c6 &y dang say gid’c. Chic do
tdc dung cua thudc.”

“Vay thi tot.”

“Nhu ldc ndy t6i néi, cang it ngwdi biét bi mat nay cang tdt. A con viée
d6, moi ngwoi da biét gi chwa?” Fujima nhin mét lwgt may ngwoi phu nie.

“Pay la @6 dac 187y ra tw trong tdi cfia cd ta.” Sekitani Yasuko dat mot
boc bing gid’y nhd 1én trén ban. Gid boc gid’y ra, tha'y bén trong c6 chia
khéa. Trén chia khéa gin tAm kim loai nhd mau vang. Trén d6 ghi dong
chwr 0305.

“Khong dinh van tay dau.”

“Pay la chia khéa phong & khach san Lakeside.” Sekitani n6i.

“Qua nhién cod ta thué phong & d6.” Fujima noi.

“Tai sao nhi? V&i khoang cach te Tokyo dén day, c6 ta thwra strc dé€n r'oi
roi di ngay trong ngay.”

Thay vé ban khodn &y, vor Sekitani nhanh tri huych vao khuyu tay
ch'dng.

“Thé& anh nghi ¢6 ta that sy dé€n day d¢’ dwa d6 cho anh Namikishi sao?
Chuyén d6 la khong thé nao.”

“Ha, a, th&"a.” Sekitani kh€ li€c Yunsuke.

“Tw dau cd ta da c6 y dinh & lai didy. Thé nén mdi xin nghi lam vao
ngay mai. T6i suy ludn nhw vay khong sai dau nhi?” Fujima héi Yunsuke.

“Thi chinh mi€ng c6 &y no6i thé ma.” Yunsuke dap.

“Mong la ¢6 ta khéng néi v&i ai chuyén minh dudi theo anh Namikishi

dén h'6 Himegami.”



“Chéc gi cb ta da 1am thé". Ciling nhuw ching ta, dau c6 tiét 16 bi mat cia
minh cho bd't ¢t ai.”

“Thi ddng 1a th€".” Yunsuke Iam bam.

“Du sao...” Fujima néi. “Ciing may 1a bi€t dwoc chd ¢6 ta &. Chir ma
khong biét, hay tro' mét ra khong 1am gi, thi sém mudn khich san dé ciing
x6n xao 1&€n cho ma xem. N€u bi xac dinh 1a ma't tich & ving nay, khong
loai trir kha niing canh sit s& diéu tra & mirc d6 nao d6. Nén bang moi cich,
phai d€ cod ta quay lai Tokyo. N&u la mat tich sau khi vé Tokyo, canh sat &
day s€ lam viéc qua loa thoi.”

“Anh néi la d€ cd &y quay lai Tokyo, nhung nguoi chét roi lam sao
quay lai dwoc?” Yunsuke lam bam.

“Y t6i 1a chiing ta phai 1am cho ngudi ta nghi nhw vdy. Néu nhw ¢d ta &
khach san Lakeside...” Fujima toan v&i tay 18y chia khoa, r'oi lai thu tay
veé. “... Thi phdi lam tha tuc trd phong khach san. Hon ntra, sao cho nhan
vién khach san khong nghi ngo'.”

“C6 nghia la ai d6 s€ thay c6 ta lam vi€c d6 nhi?” Sekitani néi. “Cai
trang thanh co ta.”

“Chéic khong can lam gi qua mitc diing khong? Quan trong 12 khong gay
si chud y. D61 v&i nhan vién khach san, viéc trd phong ctia khéach tro chi la
mot tha tuc binh thwong trong chudi cong viéc thwong ngay ctia ho. Ly
tdng nha't 13 viée trd phong nay nam l4n trong m& ky rc thudng ngay do.
Chit cdi trang, r'di hanh xt la ling thi cang khic sau vao trf nhd ctia ho thdi,
n€u the” thi tha chging lam gi con hon.”

Sekitani gat dau, thé hién ban than ciing d6ng tinh v&i cach nghi do.

“Xin 16i.” Minako tw tir déeng day. “Vai d6, d€ toi 1am cho.”



Cau néi khién ta't cd moi ngwdi déu nhin cham chim vao Minako.

Fujima li€m mdi r'éi hoi, “Co lam dwore khong?”

“T6i lam dwore. Hay d€ t6i lam.”

“Khong dwoe, qua mao hi€m,” Yunsuke néi. “V&i trang thdi tinh than
ctia em hién gior, sao ¢6 th€ binh tinh hanh ddng dwoc. N&u ¢ ¢d chdp ma
xu#'t hién treéc mit ngwdi khéc thi e rang...” Anh nhin sang Fujima, mong
doi sy dong tinh cta anh ta. “Anh Fujima ciing cho ring lam th& 14 mao
hi€m nhi?”

“Khong sao dau. Em s€ lam tot.”

“Anh hi€u 1a em mudn lam gi d6 c6 ich. Nhwng gio’ khong phaéi lic d€
ching ta mao hi€m. Em hay ngoan ngoan & yén tai day di.”

“Khong, anh Namikishi. That ra t6i lai ¢6 suy nghi la d€ Minako thé&
than.”

Yunsuke chdp mét lién h6i. “Anh néi that long da’y 4?7

“Pwrong nhién 12 tdi ndi that 1ong. Vi vai nay chi ¢6 Minako dién dwoc
thoi. Ban ndy, t6i n6i 1a néu khong d€ lai &n twong cho nhan vién khach san
thi khong can cai trang gi hét, qua that, diang dap twong d6ng nhau Ia t6t
nhd't. Ma trong s6 nhirng ngwoi & day, ngwoi dem lai &n twong géan gidng
v&i nguwdi phu ni da chét nha't ching phai 12 Minako hay sao?”

Yunsuke nhin Sekitani Yasuko va Fujima Kazue, ngam so sanh, qua that
hai ngwdi ho déu diy da. Hai ngudi d6 ciing nhin nhau, réi ching ai bdo ai
ma cung luc cui mdt xudng.

“Minako trong tré hon tudi tir ngay xwa nhi. Phong céach cling 6n nira.”

Yasuko lam bam.

“Du la c6 gai da chét kia hay cd6 Minako, déu la nguoi phu nir dwgrc anh



Namikishi chon lga, nén dwong nhi€n s€ dem lai an twgng twong dong.”
Sekitani néi vu vo'.

“Vi nhtrng 1y do trén, vi€c nay nha't dinh phai d€ cho Minako thyc hién.”
Fujima Tan lwgt nhin Yunsuke va Minako.

“Em c¢6 lam dwgrc khong?” Yunsuke hoi lai.

“Em s€ lam ma.” C6 quay sang chong va ndi, ti€p d6 nhin Fujima. “Tra
phong vao sang mai la dwoc dung khong?”

“Trwde db, con phéi don dep hanh 1y cua ¢ ta nira. V&i lai, can trong
sao cho khong d€ lai dau van tay. Sau khi ra khdi phong khach san thi bd
gang tay ra, di€m nay c¢an chud y nhé. Vi thoi ti€t nay ma deo gang tay la
diéu ky quic trong mat ngwdi khdc day. Co 1am dworc chiz?”

Minako khyng lai mét chiit, roi dap, “Toi lam dwoc. MaYy gio thi téi dén
dé duoc?”

“Khach san d6 trd phong lic mwoi mot gior sang nhi? C6 1€ tv mwoi gior
dén mwoi mot gior 1a khodng thoi gian 1€ tAn nhdn nhdo nhat.”

“C6 nhiéu nguoi thi xdc suadt bi trong thay sé tang 1én da’y.” Sekitani
noi.

“Chi xuat hién thodng qua, nén diu cé vai nguwdi thi ngwoi ta ciing
khong d€ y dau. So' nhat 1a I1& tAn nh& mit thdi. Vi chic chin canh sit s&
dén khach san Lakeside d€ do la tin tc.”

“Vay t6i nén d&n khach san d6 lic muwoi gior sang 1a dwore nhi?”

“Thi ddng l1a nhw vdy.” Fujima treng ra vé mdt suy tu.

“Con van d€ gi ntra sao?”” Kazue ca't giong nhw thé’ chan nan.

“T6i mudn d&€n xem phong cta Takashina Eriko mot Tan, d€ dé€ phong

bat tric. Viéc thu don hanh 1y s& mat kha khd thoi gian, ma d&€ mot minh



Minako 1am, ti s¢' s& mudn gior trd phong.” Mat Fujima nhin vao ddng h'd
deo tay ctia minh. “Mot ti€ng ntra la troi sang roi. Dén phong do6 trede khi
troi sang 1a dwore. Minako, ¢6 di cung tdi nhé.”

“Pi ngay bay gio’ uw?”

“Ping vdy. R6i c¢6 & lai phong d6. Pén muoi gio' thi mang hanh ly
xudng, lam tha tyc trd phong nhw cac khach tro khac.”

“Sau do, toi quay lai day la dwoc a?”

“A, khong dwoc roi...” Anh mét Fujima chuyén sang nhin Yunsuke.
“Pén day t6i mudn nho’ anh Yunsuke gip strc.”

“T6i phai lam gi?”

“PAu tién, anh di 6 td d&n khach san. C& ging Am tham, dirng thu hiit sy
chu y. Tai d6, anh nhan hanh 1y tir Minako. Con Minako di bd vé day.”

“Anh Fujima, dirng néi v&i t6i 1a...” Yunsuke hit m6t hoi r'oi hoi. “Anh
dinh chuyén hanh 1y cua Eriko vé Tokyo da’y ch?”

Fujima mim mdi, cup mét xudng r'oi lai nhin Yunsuke.

“Moi ngudi nén nghi ring khong thé gidu dwoc viéc Takashina Eriko da
dén day. Puvong nhién ching ta khdng céan bao viéc d6 véi canh sat, va viéc
d6 khong bj 10 ra 13 t6t nha't, nhung van can chuan bj tinh than ¢ng bién
n&u viéc d6 xay ra. Nhung c6 ta da quay vé Tokyo roi. B€ khién cho ngwoi
ta nghi rang co ta mA't tich sau khi vé Tokyo thi hanh 1y ctia c6 ta nén d€ &
trong nha co ta.”

Yunsuke géi téc mai, roi lai gdi dau. “To6i hi€u diéu anh ndi, nhung
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ma...
“T6i biét 1a khong dé dang gi, nhung da lam thi phai 1am cho trét. Anh

yén tam, to1 s€ di cung anh.”



“Anh cling di sao?”

“P¢ anh thyc hi€én modt minh, toi s¢r s€ xay ra sai s6t khau nao do. Va lai,
khi d&n nha ngwoi yéu da chét, tdéi doan anh s€ kho gitr binh tinh, ding
khong? That ra td6i di mot minh thi t6t hon, nhung t6i lai khong bi€t nha co
ta. Nén anh Namikishi, anh s€ nhan loi nhi?”

Anh mit moi ngudi d6 d'on vé Yunsuke. Anh khé git dau.

“Vay ctr lam theo k& hoach da quyét. Nao, c6 Minako, ching ta khan
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trrong dén khach san thoi!” Fujima ding day.

“Cho da. Toi sé dén khach san,” Yunsuke néi.

“Khong dworc, téi vira néi r'oi, gior anh dang...”

“T6i dang ra't binh tinh day. V&i lai, chi ki€m tra hanh 1y cta Eriko ding
khong? Toi sé khong ba't can ma d€ lai dau van tay dau.”

“Nhung ma...”

“Anh Fujima...” Minako néi. “Toi1 s€ di cung chong minh. T6i cling sé
hét strc can than.”

Thoang phan van hién trén khudén mat Fujima. Anh ta nhin nhirng ngwoi
con lai, mong cho ai d6 néu y ki€n phan d6i, nhwng khong mét ai trong s6
ho budn hé miéng.

“Hanh ly cta c6 ta...” Minako mdt [an ntra qua quyét, ““... sé do toi chiu
trach nhiém.”

Fujima gat dau, thé dai mot ti€ng.

“T6i hi€u r'oi. Vay giao viéc d6 cho hai nguoi.”

Viy l1a Yunsuke lai xe d€n khach san. Ngoi trén gh€” canh ghé” 1ai, Minako



nin thinh, tuyét nhién khong néi loi nao. Yunsuke ciing im bat. Trong sw
yén dng d6, cang nghe 18 ti&€ng banh xe 1in trén mit dat.

Ho cd't xe & bai d6 xe, roi di vao trong khach san. Hanh lang rong khong
mot béng ngudi, qua nira s& den da tit. O quiay 1€ tin ciing khong c6 ai. Hai
ngudi lang ling di t&i sanh chd thang mdy.

Phong 0305 1a phong dom. TA'm trdi van phl bén trén giwong. Bén canh
TV @it mot cdi tii du lich nhd mau den. Yunsuke vira toan cham tay vao do,
Minako da hét 1€n, “Khdng dwgc cham vao.”

“Anh chi xem bén trong mdt chat thoi.”

“Pung c¢6 cham lung tung nira. Anh Fujima nhic nhé roi ding khong?”

“P3ng nao lic thu don hanh 1y ching phéi cham vao.”

“Em biét anh mu6n nhin ky vat cia ngwoi yéu. Nhung twr gio' hay lam
nhirng gi em bao. Xin anh da’y!” C6 khan khoan.

Truedc sy van nai clia vor, Yunsuke van cd chdp deng nhin céi tdi mot
lic, sau cling md1i di ra chd khéc.

Minako ki€m tra bén trong ti quéan 4o va gia d€ d6 c6 ngan kéo. Ban tay
cO da deo gang.

Yunsuke nhom vao phong tim. Trén bon rira mit d€ keo xit téc, nwdc
hoa, ban chai, c6 vé déu mang tr nha di. Khong ¢6 da'u vét nao cho thad’y da
st dung voi sen d€ tim.

“Hanh 1y ¢6 vé khong nhiéu 14m.” Minako cudi cling ciing 1én tiéng.

“At hin ¢6 Ay dén thaamg chd chiing ta sau khi nh4n phong xong.”

“A., xit nwdc hoa roi d&n thi mi ding.” C6 nhin bon rira mat va noi.

Yunsuke khong tra 101, anh dé€n gén céi ban canh ctra s6. Bén trong gat

tan dit & d6 con ba dau mau thudc 14. Trong thung rac bén canh virt mét to



khan gid’y vo tron.

“Minako, em on khong da’y?”

“Cai gi on co'?”

“Em c¢6 the’ & mot minh trong can phong nay khong?”

“Néu em néi la khong, thi anh s€ & lai day cung em sao?”

Yunsuke nhét hai tay vao tii quan, roi so vai lai.

“Anh ma lam vy s& bj Fujima qué trach ddy. Th& nio anh ta ciing can
nhan rang k& hoach s& d5 b&.”

“Ping thé&.” Minako 14t tAim trdi giwong va ng'6i xudng. “Sao ¢6 ta lai &
phong don nhi? Hay vi phong d6i khong con trong?”

bén day, Yunsuke khong dédp lai. Anh ng6i xudng ghe’.

“DE sy viéc d&én ndng ndi ndy, qua thit anh ciing ¢ mot phan trach
nhiém.”

“Puworc roi, anh khong can guwong ép ban than néi thé” dau. Vi thye long
anh khong nghi the’, ding khong?”

“Lam gi ¢6 chuyén d6. Nguyén nhan ctia moi chuyén bét ngudn tir anh
ma.” Yunsuke thé dai, 1c dau sang hai bén. “Nén moi chuyén mé&i thanh ra
thé nay.”

“Em xin 16i.” Minako néi. ... Vi da giét ngwoi phu nit ma anh yéu. Hin
trong 1ong anh cim han em 14m.”

Yunsuke nhin c¢6. C6 cling nhin chdng chim chdm. Khée miéng co tua
h'® nhr dang né nu cwoi. Twdng minh nhin nhdm, ngwoi chdng mé cing
mét d€ nhin lai, thA'y khong phai m&i yén tAm dwa mét nhin ra hwéng khdc.

“Anh khong bi€t nira. Bao khdng han thi c6 1€ 1a néi d6i.” Anh dwa hai

tay 1én dm dau. “A nhung ma thyc tinh, gi khong phai ldc néi chuyén dé



dau. That khong thé tin dwoe nhitng viée ching ta dang 1am, anh sip dién
1én ro61.”

“Gia nhr anh khong quay lai day.”

“Em néi vay ciing c6 thay doi dwgc gi dau.”

Yunsuke nhin chi€c d6ng h'6 trén td dau givong. Kim dong h'é chi gan
nam gio’ sang.

“Nguoi d6 1a ngwoi nhw thé nao?” Anh hoi.

“Nguoi d6 w?”

“La Fujima {. Sao anh ta hét Ian nay dén I'dn khéc ra Iénh cho moi ngwoi
thé?”

“Anh &y la nhuv vay day. Du cé xay ra chuyén gi ciing khong h€ nao
ning. Nghe néi ldc 1am béc si, anh 4y ciing xudt sic nhu th&". VA lai, anh
a'y cyc ky hAm mo ti€u thuy€t trinh tham.”

“Ti€u thuy€t trinh tham a?” Yunsuke dirng diy. “Tai sao anh ta lai hét
long vi ching ta nhw vdy? Ma khong chi anh ta, nhirng ngwoi khac cling
thé". Ho déu cd hét sttc d€ ciru em. Cho du cé than thiét dén mirc nao,
nhwng An nay la vu 4n gi€t ngwoi dd'y. Néu bi dit vao hoan canh dy, anh
khong nghi minh lam dwoc nhw bon ho.”

“Chaalng phai ho néi ring 1am vay ciing vi ban than minh sao?”

“K€ ca nhr th&.” Yunsuke nhin vor do xét. “Cir nhw th€ bon em rang
budc nhau bdi mdt sw gin k&t dic biét nao d6.”

Minako cti dau xudng, chinh trang lai ddng ng'di. “Y anh 1a sao?”

“Gidng 1o anh vira néi. Dwong nhu ¢6 mot sy gan k&t bi mat.”

Nghe vay, cb 14p tirc dam chi€u nhin vao khong trung. Cam xdc trén

grong mat nhw the’ da bi€n mat.



“U’ nhi. C6 khi the day. C6 18 bon em gin k&t v&i nhau bdi mot diéu gi
d6 ma nguoi nhw anh khong the' nao hi€u dwgrc.”

Yunsuke van dirng yén & d6, anh ngdm nhin gwong mit nghiéng ciia vo,
roi nhanh chong gt dau.

“Sang mai, néi vy nhwng ciling chi con vai gio’ nira thoi, anh sé t&i don
em. Trd phong xong thi em goi di ddng cho anh. Dirng ¢6 nhAm 14n ma st
dung dién thoai cua khach san daYy.”

“Em bi€t r'oi. Em s€ dung cai nay.” Minako gio’ cdi dién thoai di dong d€
trong tdi xdch ctia Takashina Eriko 1én.

Khong lau sau khi 1di xe roii khach san, Yunsuke dung xe & vé dwong.
Anh di bd vé phia hd Himegami. Xung quanh anh, 4nh ban mai bit dau
chiéu roi, nhwng nhitng ctra tiém & ven h'd khong c6 vé gi sip mé cira.

Mot khodng da't &p nhitng tAim gd phaamg lam thanh mot cai san hién cho
moi ngrdi ngdm canh h'6. Anh dirng d6, phéng tAm mét nhin ra xa. Khong
nhin sang dwoc bo’ bén kia. Nhwng anh thdy méit nwé'c dang dap dénh theo
con gi6. Anh chép tay trede nguc, nhdm mét, néi khé, “Xin 16i em.”

Trudc khi i di, anh nhin ra chd d€ thuyén. Vai con thuyén cho thué
dwoc dit dp trén bor. Anh thir nhin xung quanh. Khéng thdy con thuyén nao
nira.

Anh chau may, t6 vé kho hi€u, roi budc di.

“Con thuyén w?” Fujima git giat go ma.



Yunsuke da quay lai phong ctia vor ch'ong Fujima. Khéng ¢6 v chong
Sekitani & day.

“Pung vay. Luc ching ta di chuyén cai xac, chi ¢c6 mot con thuyén dat
ngtra 1én ding khong? Nhirng con thuyén khac déu dp xudng. Vay ma vira
xong, to1 thdy con thuy€n ching ta dung cting dwoc up xudng roi.”

“U Fujima ndm ban tay phai lai, 1am diéu bd nhw thdi khi qua dé.

“Ma ctra hang cho thué thuyén thi chwa mé ctra. Nén t6i ban khoan 1a ai
da lam viéc do6.”

“Qua la chuyén la.” Fujima &n dau ngoén tay vao gitra tran. “Nhung
ngoai k&t luan rang d6 12 viéc 1am cha cira hang cho thué thuyeén ra, thi lam
gi con kha nang nao nira nhi?”

“Thi t6i nghi mai khong ra, nén m&i ndi cho anh. N&u la ctra hang cho
thu€ thuy€n lam thi t&t. Chi la...” Yunsuke D tng.

“Chi 1a sao?”

“T6i thic mic ring con thuyén dé dwoc dp xudng khi ndo. Tuy toi
khong biét k& ndo 1am viéc d6, nhung chic chin hin d3 d&n gan cira hang
cho thué thuy€én &y ngay sau khi ching ta virt cai xac. Va c6 1€ ké do ciing
tinh c& nhin thay viéc chiing ta 1am. C6 khi hin d3 tim hiéu céi thuyén d6
roi cung nén.”

“Ra 12 anh dang lo ling di€m d6.” Fujima tya ngudi vao ghé’, dudi thflng
leng. “Nhung ma anh Namikishi nay, t6i thi cho la khdng can lo diém d6
dau.”

“Tai1 sao?”
“Ctr cho 12 ¢6 ai d6 nhin tha’y chiing ta di chiing nira, chic gi ho da nghi

1a chiing ta virt x4c xudng h'6. Céi xdc dworc boc kin bing bat, lai bj tha &



gitra h'6, nén ding tw trén bo khong thé€ nao thdy rd. C6 1€ ho s€ thd'y ngo
ngo néu cdi xac bi phat hién, nhung ching ta da can trong d&€n murc do r'oi,
nén khong can lo viéc d6 dau. Va lai con mét diéu nwra...” Fujima gio’ ngén
tay trd 1én. “K@ d6 dp céi thuyén xudng v&i muc dich gi? N&u hin mudn
tim hi€u thi chi roi bat dén pin la tha'y. Con n€u phat hién nguoi vt xac thi
chi c6 th€ bdo canh sat. Nhuwng anh ¢6 thd’y canh sat lao dé€n d6 khong? Tirc
la ké d6...” Fujima ap mat lai gan Yunsuke. “Cheamg nhin thay gi cd. Han c¢6
viéc nén cén up con thuyén xudng. Va d€ lam viéc do, chi c6 th€ l1a nguoi
cta ctra hang cho thué thuyén thdi. Sao, anh thdy 13p luén cda t6i c6 so’ hé
nao khong?”

“A, khong ¢6.” Yunsuke 1ic dau mot Man duy nha't.

“T6i hieu anh dang nhay cam. Ban than t6i cling can trong thai qua d€ dé
phong bat tric. Nhung sy da r'oi thi anh c6 lo nghi cling khdng gidi quyét
dwoc gi ca. Gio anh ¢éan suy nghi xem lam thé nao d€ chuyén dwgc hanh ly
cta Takashina Eriko vé Tokyo trét lot. Vira nhanh gon, vira khong d€ bj ai
bit gip.”

Yunsuke im ldng h'6i 1au, roi méi gat dau.

“T6i hi€u roi. Anh néi ding, gio nghi ngei xem cé bi ai trong thay
khong ciing chgng d€ 1am gi. T6i s& chop mit mdt chiit d& chuahn bi cho
ngay mai.”

“Anh lam th¢" la ding. T6i cling di ngu day. Ma t6i cé thudc ngu day,
n€u anh can.”

“T6i khong can dau.” Yunsuke chdng mot dau gdi 1én r'oi dieng day.

Lang thinh ng'6i nghe bén canh te dau t&i gio,, Kazue héi Yunsuke.

“Xin héi anh s€ nghi & phong nao?”



“Puwong nhién 1a...” Néi d&n day, Yunsuke bdng khung lai. Anh cén
moi.

“Hén anh khong ngd dwoc & phong d6 dau nhi? Da ldc ndy ching t0i da
don dep roi, nheng ma...”

“Toi sé€ & phong khach. Xin 161, ¢6 ¢6 th€ cho tdi mwon chin hay tdi ngh
gi khong?”

“Thé& thi hai ngwdi 1m. Qua thyc, anh nén nim nghi trén giwong thi...”

Khong doi1 Fujima néi hét cau, Yunsuke da xua tay.

“T61 nay t6i khong dinh ngd dau. Ma chéc tdi cling khong nga duorc.
Cho nén tdi mudn & mdt minh, thong thd nghi vé chuyén tredc mit. Ma
phong khéch 1a noi thich hgp nha't d€'t6i 1am viéc do.”

Nghe anh néi vay, Fujima khé thé dai. Anh ta nhin vo, r'oi néi, “Em cho
anh &y muwon cai chan.”

Yunsuke di d&€n phong khach, ném cdi chan Ién gh€. Anh cham I¢a di€u
thudc 14, tay kep di€u thudc, di vao b&ép, m¢ ti lanh ra. Trong td con bia
thiwra lai sau bitra tiéc nwdng. Anh 18’y hai lon, mang ching quay lai ban.

Anh hiit thudc, vira udng bia. T&'m rém ctra s6 dang mé hé. Troi to mo
sang bén kia 6 ctra sO.

Anh 18y chi€c dién thoai trong tui ra, bat s6 lvu t€n “ET” trong danh ba.

Huit rui di€u thudc, anh x6a s6 do.

Chuyén ctia mdt thang trwedc. Yunsuke & trong khach san thanh phd'.

“Anh néi that sao?” Eriko ndm bén canh ng o1 bat day. “Sao anh lai nght
the?”



“Anh da tim th&y chirng cr. Ciing tinh co’ thoi.”

“Chirng ctr 1a sao?”

“La thtr nay.” Yunsuke tém cdi tdi dung bao cao su, gio’ tay 1én. N6 da
dwoe xé mép ra nhung chwa str dung.

“Anh tim thdy ¢ dau vay?”

“Trong tdi xach cia c6 ta. Anh can may dong xu 1é nén ma tdi ra tim.
C4i bao cao su niy nam trong cdi tii nhd gén bén trong tdi xdch.”

“Du anh néi vdy, nhung ¢6 mdi thir nay thi chwa the khazlng dinh dwoc vor
anh ngoai tinh, dung khong?”

“Vay tai sao cd ta lai mang theo n6? Co6 ta dau phdi may ntr sinh mudn
dwoc bon con trai san dén.”

“V&i anh.” Eriko quay mét sang bén canh. “Chealng phai la d€ dung voi
anh sao?”

“Em dwng dua. Anh khong lam thé".”

“Y anh 1 sa0?”

“Tw khi 18y nhau dén gic, bon anh chwa ting ding bién phap tranh thai.
B&i anh quan niém gitra vor ch'dng phai ¢6 dira con chung thi gia dinh m&i
hanh phuc. C6 ta lai chi ¢6 con riéng, nén ludn tha’y 1ép vé& tredrc anh. The

thi tai sao lai can dén bao cao su?”

“Véang, ma thoi chuyén dé sao cling dwoc.” Eriko véi tay 18y bao thudc
trén td dau givong. “Anh da giang hodi vo chuyén dé chwa?”

“Chwa, anh chwa hé rang nira 1ovi.”

“Tai sao? Anh s¢’ phai nghe 1o thd nhan ngoai tinh a?”

“Lam gi ¢6.” Yunsuke khé dung dwa ngwoi, miéng bung mot nu cwoi

khic kh. “Né&u co ta thd nhan, anh s& dwoc nude 1am téi. Nhuwng doi ndo



cd ta thtra nhan. Néu lam thé” thi phai chia tay anh. Lai con khong 18y dwoc
tién b'6i thuwong chia tay.”

“Vay anh dinh thé nao?”

“MAau chdt ndm & d6.” Yunsuke giat 14y dié¢u thudc trén mdi Eriko, rit
mot hoi roi dat nd trd 1lai moi co.

“Né&u co ta c6 nhan tinh thi loi cho anh qui. Anh phai ndm dudi cd ta.
Nén anh dinh ban v&i em.” Anh choang canh tay 1én d6i vai tran cta Eriko.
“Anh mudn em tim ra chirng ct ¢6 ta ngoai tinh. Néu biét dwore nhéan tinh
cta c0 ta la ai thi cang t6t.”

“Anh dang bao em lam viéc dé da’y a?”

“Chaalng phai tredre ddy em lam viéc & van phong tham tir sao?”

“La cor quan diéu tra m&i ding. Va lai, ¢6 nita ndm thoi.”

“Gidng nhau ca théi. Nta nam ciling la kinh nghi€m, gitta c6 kinh
nghi€ém va khong c6 kinh nghi€ém la ca mdt khodng xa ddy. N&€u em véan
dung m&i quan hé, ky nang khi con & dé, viéc nay khong lam khé dwoc em
dau.”

“Anh néi thi d& 1dm. Em ciing c6 cdng viéc ctia minh. Lam sao 180 déo
di theo doi vor anh duoc.”

“V'é& cong viéc, anh s& cd ging 1am gi d6 d€ tao diéu kién cho em. Thém
ntra, em khong can phai 1€o d€o canh chwng cd ngay. Anh ciing 10 mo
khoanh ving ddi twong roi. C6 1€ ké d6 1a mdt trong nhitng ngwoi lién
quan dén viéc thi ci.”

“Viéc thi cir ma anh ndi 1a thi vao trung hoc ctia con trai vor anh a?”

“Ping vdy. May phu huynh quen nhau & trung tim luyén thi 1ap ra mot

thr ky quic gi do, dai loai nhw cau lac bd luyén thi. Nhitng khi ranh roi,



dam nguoi d6 tu tp voi nhau. Hinh nhw con ra cd vor chong cuing tham gia
& nhitng chd khéc nira. C6 1€ ¢d ta ngoai tinh v&i mot 6ng chdng & trong
nhém do.”

“Tw quan hé ban be cluing sé chia m&i phién mudn chung phat tri€n thanh
quan hé nam ntt a? Cau chuyén thwong gap day.” Eriko cwoi khic khich,
roi dip di€u thudc chwra chdy hét trong gat tan.

“Néu khong phai 6ng chdng nao trong s6” dé thi cling 1la ngwoi ¢6 lién
quan t&i trung tAm luyén thi. Ga nao d6 phu trach huwdng nghiép hoac thay
gido luyén thi chgng han. Anh nghe lodng thoang thi ddm ngwoi & ciu lac
bd luyén thi d6 hinh nhw ciling ti€p dai ca thay gido nira. Khdng hieu viéc
ti€p dai do co tic dung dén dau.”

“Y anh 1a viéc tiép dai d6 dwoce thing hang, va c6 nhitng ba me dang
hi€n than thé minh cho thay gido a?”

“Anh khong biét nira. Thé nén anh muén nho em diéu tra viéc d6.”

“Hoéarala vay.”

Eriko nhanh nhen bo khdi giwong, khodc cdi 4o choang tdm vét trén ghé’
1én nguoi. Tiép do, c6 18y chai nwdc Evian trong td lanh, réi dé€n bén cira
sO, m& rém ctra ra. Xung quanh khong cé tdoa nha nao cao hon khach san
nay, co trong tha’y tA'm biéh quang cdo & ding xa.

Sau khi u6ng wng wc chai nwdc, ¢6 quay dau lai.

“Pugc ro1. Em sé giap anh.”

“Khong uong cong anh tin twdng em.”

“Nhuwng ma, anh nay.” Eriko quay lai giwvong. Lic leo 1én giwong, c6
tried'n ngudi, nhin chim cham Yunsuke. “Anh nghiém tdc cht?”

“DPwong nhién roi. Anh s€ phanh phui chuyén c6 ta ngoai tinh.”



Eriko lic dAu. Mdi téc dai dung dwa.
“Y em khong phai vay. Né&u chia tay vo, anh sé 18y em chix.”
“Chinh vi mudn lam th&’, anh m&i nho’ em viéc nay.”

Eriko tim tim cwoi, tay vAn ¢Am chai Evian, c6 vong tay 6m cO anh.

b6 1a lic Yunsuke udng hét nira lon bia thir hai. Anh nghe tha’y ti€ng dong
ddng sau leng minh. Sakazaki Kimiko ditng d6 v&i gwong mit bdi roi. Co
madc 40 phong dai tay.

“A, chao c0.” Anh cui1 dau.

“Anh dy ro6i a?” Cé vé Kimiko dang nhin ma’y thir & trén ban. Hai lon
bia, gat tan, r'oi bao thu6c 14 va bat Ita. “Anh diy s'm thé". A, hinh nhw
khong phai. Anh da di dau veé a?”

“Khong, sao c6 nghi vay?”

“Tai vi quéan 4o anh mic...” Kimiko nguwoc 1€n. “Khoéng phai quéan do
thwong ngay.”

Yunsuke dang mic 4o jacket va quan au.

“A, céi nay &y ha?” Yunsuke lam ra vé bat cwoi. “Thét ra h6m qua t6i c6
viéc gd’p nén phai vé Tokyo.”

“The" w.” Co noi.

“Nhung dang trén dwong vEé lai nhian dwoc dién thoai, bao la viéc d6
dwoc gidi quyét xong xudi. Nén toi quay xe vé ddy luén. Ma nim mai
khong ngli dwore. Dau biét & nha ngwdi khdc cw xi thé nay 1a khong ding
muc, nhung t0i van 1am mot ly thé nay.”

“Vay a.” Kimiko git ddu xem chung da bi thuyét phuc.



“Strc khoe c6 6n chr?”

“Véang, nho' troi phat, tdi cam thdy tdt 1én nhiéu r'6i.” Co lai gan cai
ban, ng6i xudng bén do1 di€n Yunsuke. “T61 muwon céi nay duwgrc khong?”
R61 c6 dat tay 1€n cai chan.

“Qua nhién ving nay hay lanh vao sang som va chiéu t6i nhi?”

“T6i nghi 1a mdi treong nay thich hgp nhat cho viéc hoc.” C6 choang
cdi chan twr vai xuéng nguoi.

“C6 c6 udng gi khong, d€'tdi 18y cho. P'6 u6ng am thi t6't hon nhi?”

“Khong, anh cir mac ké t6i a. N&u can thw gi, t6i sé tw di 187y. Vi toi
khong phai ngwoi 6m nang gi ca.”

“Nhung c6 ding nén lam gi qua strc minh.”

“Vang, t6i bi€t ma. B&n chong t6i cling phan d6i viéc tdi d€n day. Anh
&y bao toi s& khong thich tng dworc v&i sy thay doi moi treong, roi dang
nao toi cling nim bep giwdng thdi. N&u ma thé thi lai 1am phién moi nguwoi.
Du byc b6i nhwng phai thira nhan anh &y néi ding.”

“Khong c¢6 chuyén lam phién ai dau. Ngwdi nam nghi sudt chuyén di
mai la nguoi thiét thoi nhat.”

Sakazaki Kimiko bat cwoi.

“No1 that 1ong, toi cing khong thi€t tha chuyén di nay. Nhung nghi dé€n
canh ¢ nha mot minh cing me ch'éng la t6i thay s¢ roi.”

“C0 sdng chung v&i me chong a?”

“Vang, dwgc nam ndm r'éi. Du trede khi 18y nhau, t6i da ra diéu kién la
khong bao gio sdng chung.” C6 nhin Yunsuke, ddu nghiéng sang mot bén
r'oi chot da. “Chét roi! Sao toi lai than van may chuyén nay voi anh che?”

“Hoéa ra gia dinh ndo ciing ¢6 nhitng ndi niém riéng.” Anh cAm bao



thudc 1én r'o6i sau khi nhin Kimiko, lai bd ngay xudng.

“T6i khong sao dau. Anh ¢ hit di.”

“Nhwng ma...”

“Anh ngai ngan th&, t6i lai cang khé nghi. Vi lai, n€u ¢6 moi nguoi &
day thi anh ciing khong hit dwoc ma. Cé qui nhiéu quy tic phién phic &
day.”

“Vay toi khong ngai ntra...” Yunsuke ngdm di€u thudc roi cham Ita.
Lan khéi anh pha ra bay thgng 1én giéng troi.

“T6i c dinh ninh 1a anh Namikishi khong d&n day. Vi moi khi chi ¢6
Minako va Shota tham gia.”

“Co nghi vdy vi Shota khong phai con rudt cta toi w?”

“N6i ddng hon 13, trong cAu chuyén ctia Minako hi&€m khi nhic dén
chong. T6i ciling nghe cd &y bao anh khong quan tdm d&n chuyén thi ct.”

“C6 1€ t6i khong hé ton tai trong suy nghi cia cd 8y.” Yunsuke chdng
khuyu tay xudng ban, trén ngén tay van kep di€u thudc.

Kimiko kéo cdi chin trum 1&n sit ngwoi. CO van ngdi yén, chi ¢6 doi
mét 12 di chuyé&n d&€ nhin Yunsuke.

“Nhung viéc anh Namikishi d&n diy, c¢6 1€ khién nhiéu nguoi phai thay
doi y dinh cia minh.”

“Y ¢6 12 sa0?”

Thay Yunsuke hdi, c6 vdi nhin ra hwéng khic. Cd chdp mét, bo mi dai
chuyén dong manbh.

“Y ¢6 12 sa0?” Anh cén vin.

C6 cham rai xoay cd nhin vé phia anh. Khéng con nu cwoi trén guong

mat cd nura.



“Anh c6 yéu v minh khong?”

Cau hdi khién Yunsuke dang ngdm di€u thudc trén mi€ng, bi sic sua
trong lan khéi thudc. “Sao c6 lai hdi th€, dé6 la mdt cau hoi khi€m nha
da’y?”

“T6i lai nghi d6 12 cAu héi binh thwong. Khi bi hdi rang ¢6 yéu vor khong
ma ling ting khong tra loi ngay thi mai 1a ky quéc.”

“T6i xin dau hang tredre 1y 1€ ctia ¢6.” Yunsuke gai dau. “Ma tai sao cd
lai héi t6i cau d6?”

“Vi t6i nghi n€u anh that 1ong yéu vor minh, dirng nén d€ cd &y qua lai
voi nhirng nguoi d6.”

“Nhirng nguoi d6 ma cd néi 1la nhém Fujima &y a?”

Kimiko gat d4u, van dén mét nhin Yunsuke. Anh bat cuoi.

“Tai sao vay? Co né6i diéu d6 nhung ban than dang qua lai v&i ho ma. Ca
ch'dng c6 cuing vay.”

“N6i that tinh, t6i khdng mudn qua lai v&i ho dau. Nhwng ma ch'ong toi
khong chiu ngung viéc d6.”

“Toi that sy khong hiu.” Yunsuke 1ic dau. “C6 gi khong dwoc chir?
Chéng phai ho 12 nhitng ngwdi ban gitp d& 14n nhau d& con céi thi cir dd
dat sao?”

“Thoat dau c6 1€ la th&. Nhwng gior didy da bién twong thanh mdt thi
khac r6i. Nhirng nguoi d6...” Kimiko nhiu may, ¢6 hit thé mo6t hoi that sdu
r'oi néi ti€p. “Nhirng nguoi d6 khong binh thwong.”

Yunsuke dap di€u thud'c, nhoai ngwoi vé phia co.

“Khong binh thwong nhw thé nao? C6 hay ndi 16 ra di.”

Kimiko quay mat di. C6 li€m moi. Long mi giat giat.



“Minako...” Cudi cling c6 cling chiju m& miéng. “On thoi. Chic chén 1a
c0 'y van 6n.”

“On w, cdi gi On m&i dwoc chi? Hay 1a c6 viéc gi nguy hi€m?”

Kimiko khong trd 1. C6 cdi mit, méat nhin xudng san nha.

“Co6 Kimiko!”

“Xin 16i anh.” C6 dirng ddy, dit cdi chin dang khodc trén ngwoi xudng
gh€ bén canh. “Vi td61 da budt mi€ng néi may di€u ky qudc. Nhung t61
khong thé néi gi hon. B&n mot ldc nao d6 anh s€ phat hién ra thdi. Vi nghi
phat hién s¢'m s€ t&'t cho anh, nén hom nay da t6i ti€t 16 d6i chat.”

“Pei da. Co 1ap Itng nhw vay chang phai cang khi€n t6i to mo sao? Co
hay n6i hét di.”

“T6i khong mudn lam diéu d6. Nhung ma cling khong theé im ldng va
coi nhw khong ¢6 chuyén gi dwoec... Xin 16i anh.” Co cii d4u, toan roi
phong khéch.

“C6 Kimiko!” Yunsuke goi. Lic canh ctra mo ra, ¢6 ngodi dau lai.

“Sekitani thi thoi, nhwng anh nén can than v&i Fujima. Vi Minako khong
thém d& méit dén Sekitani dau.”

Yunsuke ch&p mét. “Co néi vdy 1a th& nao?”

“T6i xin phép. Chic anh ngt ngon.” Kimiko cui dau, di ra khéi phong.

Gidng Sakazaki Kimiko ban ndy, Yunsuke trim chan 1én ngwoi nhe méc do



khodc. Am thanh cia d6ng h'6 qua lic vang vong trong khong gian. Bao
thudc 1a ch?ing maYy da trdng tron, anh bat TV 1én. Sau vai Tan chuyén
kénh, anh dirng lai & kénh NHK. Nhwng mét anh hau nhue khong chi tim
vao nhitng hinh anh phét trén dé. Thi thoang anh ¢& nhim mét lai. Nhung
du c6 mong mai dé€n dau, con budon ngu cling khong mét Ian ghé dén.

Hon bay gio sang, Fujima Kazue thirc ddy ddu tién. Chdong ¢0 ta cling
xud't hién ngay sau v¢'. Anh ta ng6i xudng bén canh Yunsuke, dwa tay bop

vai minh.

“Anh c6 ngt dwgrc khdng?”

“Khong.”

“Thé& a? Tdi ciing tran troc mii. VAy anh c6 l4i xe dworc khong?”

“Lai xe thi duoc.”

“Vay a, anh cling dwng cd qud. Néu thd’y mét hay budn ngt thi néi v&i
to1 ngay nhé. To61 s€ 14i thay anh.”

“Pén luc do6 toi s€ nho anh.”

“A ma nha cd ta & dau nhi?” N6i d&n ddy Fujima dju giong. “Céi nguwdi
chétro1 y.”

“O Takaido.”

“Vay di duong cao t6'c Chuo nhi? C6 1€ dwong s€ hoi dong.”

“Chao budi sang.” Vo' chdong Sekitani d6ng thanh néi. Ho ciling thirc
gid’c roi. Sekitani u€ odi di vé chd Yunsuke, roi ngdi xudng. Yasuko thi di
vao beép.

“Tam nay bon tré cling ddy roéi da'y.” Fujima néi bang quo’ khi nhin céi
ddng h'd qua lic.

“Chiing ngt ngon khong nhi?” Sekitani n6i mot minh.



“Pwrong nhién roi. Ban ngay bi thay Tsukumi doc thic dé€n thé’ ma. Ngu
say 12 ding khac.”

“A, ding r'6i.” Sekitani ha't ngwoce téc mdi lo' tho ra ding sau. “Vay 1a
sau ddy hai ngwoi s€...” Anh ta Ian lwgt nhin Yunsuke va Fujima.

“Toi dang dinh muwoi gio s€ xua't phat. Poi & bai dd xe cia khach san,
va cho Minako goi dién.”

“Nhu the” dueoc ddy.” Fujima cling gat dau dong tinh.

“Chung ta s€ giai thich v&i bon tré thé nao?” Sekitani hdi Fujima.

“Lic ching t6i roi khoi dy ciing 13 Iic bon tré bit dau hoc nhi? Thay
Tsukumi va anh Sakazaki thi dang & biét thy dang d6, nén c6 the qua miit
dwoe khoang thoi gian &y. Van dé 1a gior dn trwa, anh c¢6 thé néi la t6i va
anh Yunsuke di xem trede chd td chire tiéc niedng cho ngay mai khong?”

“Anh néi vdy nghia la trira mai s€ lam tiéc nwdng a?” Mit Sekitani nhan
nhoé. “Tdi nao c6 tdm trang d€’ lam viéc d6.”

“Hay cd than nhién hét mwrc ¢6 the. Tré con rd't nhay cam. Chi cén thay
ching ta cw xt ky quéc, chiing s€ nhan ra cé chuyén gi d6 khdong 6n ngay.”

“Co 1€ 1a th€”. Vay ching ta khong dwoc cho bon tré thdy di€m nao khac
thweong dau day.”

Sau dé mot ldc, Sakazaki Kimiko di vao phong khach. C6 méc 4o ni va
quan jean.

“Xin 161 vi d3 1am phién moi ngwoi. T6i ngll quén ma't. Gio thi on r'oi,
¢ diéu gi moi ngwoi ¢t néi voi tdi a.” Cd nhin mot lwot ta't cd moi ngwoi
roi cui dau.

“Co6 On that khong? Pung ¢d strc qua.” Fujima 6n t6n.

“T6i khong sao ma. Chi khong choi dwoee tennis thdi.”



Nghe vdy, moi nguoi déu im bat trong gidy lat.

“A, ding roi. N&u cb thd'y khoe hon roi thi hom nay hiay dén biét thy
cho thué di.” Sekitani noi.

“T6i cling dinh th&. Ping nao hdm nay ciing d&n phién cta nha tdi.”
Kimiko mim cwdi git dau, ha't mit vé phia cidn bép. “Xin 101, tir hOm nay
hay d€ t6i gitip do moi ngwoi.”

Cho ¢6 khud't dang trong cdn b&p, Sekitani mdi dam théd phao nhe
nhom.

“Suyt thi t6i quén la con c6 8y & day.”

“Nhuwng dén biét thy kia thi khong sao roi. May la c6 &y da khoi cam.
Chwr & diy xong chdc lat lai lwon 1o thi ching ta khé long lam xong viéc.”
Noi r'6i, Fujima nhin Yunsuke. “C6 th€ Shota nha anh s€ tha’y la vi Minako
khong c6 mit trong bira sdng. Anh hiy tim dai mét Iy do nao d6 né&u thing
bé hoi.”

“T6i hiéu roi.”

R6i cheamg may chdc sau dé, bon tré cung thdy gido Tsukumi va
Sakazaki da qua diy. Bira sdng dién ra & phong khach. Nguwdi 1on va tré
con, ca thdy 1a mwoi hai ngwoi, nén chi dung ban dn trong phong khéach la
khong dd, ho phai bé ca céi ban & ngoai voeon vao trong nha. P6 an sang
nhanh gon v&i banh mi, thit ngudi, tritng va nwdc €p. Bon tré ¢6 vé tram
tinh, ¢6 1& ching con ngdi ngd vi vira tinh gidc. Ng6i bén canh Yunsuke,
Shota lang 1€ an. Trong cau bé khong c6 vé gi s€ hdi vE me.

Nhwng Sakazaki da nhanh chéng nhan ra Minako khong c6 mat & do.
“0’, Minako dau roi nhi?”

Bt d4u tr Fujima, td't ci nhitng nguoi ddy dwa d&n vu 4n dé d'ong loat



nhin Yunsuke.

A A

Anh bay ra nu cwoi gwong gao cho Sakazaki thdy. “Co &y bao dau dau
nén dang nim nghi trong phong.”

“Ha, th& thi khdng on r'6i.” Sakazaki nhin sang v¢'. “L€ nao cd &Yy bi 1ay
bénh cam cta em?”

Sakazaki Kimiko ché’p mét lo 1dng. Yunsuke xua tay.

“Khong cé gi nghi€ém trong dau. Khong phai bi cadm. Bi€t néi thé” nao
nhi, bénh phu nr i...”

“A.” Sakazaki g vao d4u minh. “Toi vo ¥ qua.”

“Me c6 sao khdng a?” Shota hoi.

“Con dwng lo. Nhwng ching ta nén d€ me con yén tinh nghi ngoi trong
buoi sang.”

“Vang a.”

An sing xong, c¢6 v& bon tré da phan chin tré lai. Ching & trong vuon
tan hwdng quing thdi gian ty do ngdn ngli. Dang vé dira ndo dira ndy déu
lot vio tAm mét dang nghiém tdc quan sat ctia bd me chiing.

Sakazaki Kimiko tdch khdi d6, mdt minh dén ban quay, doc tap chi.
Yunsuke di vé phia co.

“Chuyén sang nay cam on ¢6 nhé!”

“A, khong c6 gi dau.”

“Vé chuyén lic dé, toi mudn bi€t cu the’ thém mdt chut.”

“T6i da n6i roi ma.” Cod canh gidc nhin xung quanh, thd'y khéng c6 ai,
roi diu giong. “Tdi nghi 1a chi ¢can anh d€ y mdt chit, d€n Iic nao doé sé ro
ca thoi.”

“T6i cling bi€t & mdt mirc dd nao do.”



Kimiko tron xoe méat ngac nhién. Yunsuke nhin vao doi mét do, roi néi
ti€p.

“Hinh nhw Minako c6 nguoi yéu. Pwong nhién ké d6 1a mot ngwoi dan
ong khac, khong phai t6i.”

Kimiko kinh ngac nhw nin thé. Mat va tai c6 do birng 1én.

“Vakédola...”

Yunsuke néi dén day, tha’y Kimiko nhin ra sau lwung minh. Yunsuke quay
d4u lai, cau bé Takuya, con trai 1on cta Sakazaki dang ding & do6.

“Me o, me khdi 6m chwa? Me con s6t khong a?”

“L\T, me khde r'6i, me xin 16i nhé, vi da 1am con lo 1dng. Con ¢& ging hoc
hanh nhé. H6m nay t&i lwgt me triec, nén 1t nira me sé€ qua do.”

“Thé& a?” Nghe rd niém han hoan trong giong néi cia Takuya.

“Piing r6i, me phai thay d6 da.” Kimiko din theo Takuya roi phong
khéach. Pang mai nhin theo bong lung hai me con ho, Yunsuke nghe thay
giong Fujima & ding sau.

“Anh c6 viéc gi voi cd Kimiko vay?”

“A khong, t6i chi hdi xem dém qua cb 4y c6 nga dwoe khong thoi. Nhor
cO 2y phat hién ra dréu gi thi khong tot cho ching ta.”

“Ra vay.” Fujima gat dau. “Ciling phai d€ y dé€n c6 ay that. B&i n€u biét
ngudn con sy viée, churra chic co A%y s& hop tic v&i chiing ta.”

Yunsuke nhin dim dam vao gwong mat nghiéng cia Fujima ldc anh ta
dang nhin vé phia ctta phong khich. Nhwr th€ nhin ra 4nh mét dang nhin
minh, anh ta quay lai nhin Yunsuke.

“Cé6 chuyén gi a?”

“Khong, khong c6 chuyén gi dau.”



“Anh Namikishi.” L'4n nay t&i phién Sakazaki héi. “Co gdi h6m qua 8y,
tén la gi { nhi, c6 gdi cdp dudi cia anh Namikishi...”

“C0 Takashina a?”

“A ding roi, Takashina. C6 ta vé roi 42 L& ra dém qua c6 ta ngi tai day
chr nhi?”

“A khéng.” Yunsuke 1i&c nhin Fujima.

“Hinh nhw ¢6 ta thué phong & khach san.” Fujima néi.

“Vay a? Hom qua c0 ta khong ndéi véi tdi nhw vdy. Khach san ma anh
noi la khach san Lakeside a?”

“T6i khong nghe c6 &y k€ chi tiét d&€n mic d6.”

“Vay c6 khi gior nay cd ta vAn & khdch san @&y nhi? Hay d€ t6i dién
thoai, goi ¢ ta dé€n day nhé!” Sakazaki néi v&i Yunsuke.

“C0 &y bao hom nay s€ vé Tokyo tir s¢m, khong bi€t chirng da vé dén
no’i roi.”

“The¢ a...”

“Co viéc gi sao?”

“A khéng, toi chi nghi 12 cb ta dd ma't cong dén ddy rdi thi khong cin
néng voi. Khong biét cd ta ¢6 dén chao hdi anh trede khi vé Tokyo
khong?”

“Chéc khong dau. Co Ay con phai di lam ma.”

“U’nhi. V& di ¢6 ta khong dén day de€ choi.”

Sakazaki dap nhe mA’y cdi vao ding sau c& roi dirng ddy roi khodi d6.
Nhin bong lwng anh ta, Fujima 1am bam, “Mot ¢6 géi tré trung, xinh dep tw
dau xud't hién, chic chin anh ta lai mo’ twdng vién vong roi. Ping 12 ngudi

bop chop. Ching ta khong the€ chia sé bi mat v&i loai nguoi d6.”



Yunsuke im ldng gt dau.

Gio hoc sip dén, bon tré da quay lai biét thy cho thué. Poi bon tré cling
thay Tsukumi va vgr ch'ong Sakazaki rovi khdi d6 r'oi, Fujima méi thd phao
nhe nhom.

“Nhanh 1én nao, cudi cung thi nhirng nguoi ngoai cudc da khéng con &
day.”

“Nhirng nguoi d6 sedng that nhi! Ho khong biét chuyén gi dang dién ra,
hay ching ta dang khdn kho thé nao.” Sekitani Yasuko cwoi nhéch moi.

Yunsuke dirng tredre mit ho, cti dau. Vi anh cir cdi gdm mit nhw the
roi mé miéng.

“Xin 18i vi da gdy phién phitc cho moi ngwoi. Cad dém qua t6i khong
ngu, a khong, t6i mai suy nghi nén khong ngti dwgrc. Qua nhién t6i khong
th€ tha thit cho ban thAn minh, khi khi&¢n moi ngwoi bi lién luy vi t6i 161 ma
Minako giy ra. Thé& nén chi can mot ngwoi trong s6 nhirng nguoi & day
mudn bdo canh sat, tdi s€ lam theo y ngwoi do.”

“Anh Namikishi, ching t6i da di d&€n két luan réi nén anh bd y nghi d6
di dwoc roi day.” Fujima vira 1ic dau vira néi. “Vor chong tdi di chuih bi
san tinh than roi.”

“Nha t6i cling thé€".” Sekitani ti€p 101 roi quay sang v¢r, mong nhan dwoc
sy dong tinh. “Em nhi?” C6 ta cling gat dau.

“Toi cling xin 161 vi toi da néi nhirng 1oi nhw the ghen ti v&i moi nguoi.
To6i khong ¢6 y d6 dau. Mong moi ngwoi thi 10i. Nhwng ma...” Yunsuke
chwa n6i hét cau, Fujima da 18y tay ngan lai.

“Thoi, dung nghi nhirng chuyén dw thwra nira. Chuan bi xud't phat thoi.

Chung ta can suy nghi vé nhitng viéc ti¢p theo sip t&i.”



Yunsuke khé thé dai, r'oi gat dau.

Sakazaki c& nin con ngdp. Ping tredc mit anh, Tsukumi dang viét 1én tA'm
bang tring d€ day Todn cho bdn dira tré. Bon ching déu nghiém chinh,
khong dira nao ndéi ty do. O bén canh Tsukumi, Kimiko dang phu giup phat
sach.

“Vay ching ta nghi mwoi phit nhé. Nghi xong thi hoc mon Khoa hoc tuy
nhién.”

Tsukumi vtra dirt 101, bon tré d6ng loat dirng diy. Sakazaki ciing dudi
ngwoi, veeon vai, tién thé nhin dong h'6. Hon muwoi gio roi.

Anh vAy tay ra hiéu v&i vor minh.

“Xin 10i em, anh d&€ quén d'0 & biét thy roi. Anh sé quay vé d6 d¢ 1aYy.
Em phu thay Tsukumi thay anh nhé.”

“Pworc thoi, nhung anh d€ quén gi vay?”

“Anh quén sach. Sach bia mém &y.”

“Sach bia mém w, anh mang dén day a?”

“Thi anh dodn ngdi nghe gio hoc cta thay Ay s& chdn 1&m nén mdi
mang di. Vay anh di 12y nhé!”

“Thé& anh dinh doc séach trong lic bon tré hoc a?”

“Cling dwore chir sao. Tai anh dau ¢6 viéc gi d€ lam.” Dut loi, anh nhanh
chan di vé phia sanh ra vao. Kimiko néi thém di€u gi d6, nhung anh khong
ngodi dau lai nhin.

Ra khdi biét thy cho thué, anh voi va chay ra dwong, dé€n gan chi€c xe

dap leo ndi d6 & d6. Anh 14y chia khéa trong tii 40, mé khéa, roi tréo 1én



Xe.

Sakazaki mai mi€t dap m6t mach khéng dwng lai. Gan dén biét thy cla
Fujima, anh cling khong dinh dap cham lai. Ngwoee lai, con don hét sirc vao
doi chan dit trén ban dap d€ dap nhanh hon, ché'p mét anh da di qua biét
thy ctia Fujima.

Di hét khu biét thy, anh 1& trai. Ctr the dap xe thdng vé phia trede, roi
nhin thd’y tAim bién dé€ “Khdach san Lakeside” chinh inh & triedc mat.

Anh d¢€ xe dap & cudi con duwong ding trede khach san roi bude di. Xe
0 t0 Tan lwgt ndi nhau roi khach san. Trong thd'y mét phu nir téc dai dang
lai xe, anh Iién dwng buwdrc, rao ri€t nhin mat ngwoi phu nir do.

D6 12 lic anh budc qua canh cong khach san, biang qua bai dd xe, dinh di
V€ phia sanh chinh. Thdy gwong mat ngwoi dang 1di chi€c Cima mau tim
than, anh ta hoang h'on nap vdi vao phia sau chié€c 6 t6 bén canh. Khong the
nham di dau dwgc, ngwoi d6 nhat dinh 1a Namikishi Yunsuke. Con nguoi
ng'oi & gh& bén canh ghé'l4i 1a Fujima.

Sakazaki chép miéng. Dong h'6 trén tay anh chi mwoi gio ba mwoi 1am
phut.

Sau dam ba phiit quanh quan & d6, Sakazaki quay lai, di vé phia cong
khach san. C6 vé hai ngwoi trén xe Cima khong nhén ra sy hién dién cua
anh ¢ do.

bi qua cai cong, Sakazaki ngodi dau lai nhin mdt Tan ntra. Pung lic Y,
Namikishi Yunsuke mé ctra, bwdc ra khdi xe. Anh mé&t Namikishi chdm chd
nhin v€ phia sanh chinh cua khach san. Sakazaki cling nhin theo. Va anh
ngac nhién mé to mit.

Nguwoi budc ra tv sanh khach san, dang di bd vé phia chi€c xe cua

Namikishi 1a Namikishi Minako. C6 ta mdc bd vay lién than sat nach mau



tring, con xach theo tdi du lich.

Poi Minako dong ctra sau cua xe, Yunsuke 1ién bat dong co’ cho xe chay.
Ti€ng thé hon hén cha cd ddi vao tai anh.

“C6 bo quén d6 gi khong?” Fujima hoi.

“Chéc chin 12 khong.”

“Trong phong khong Iwu lai ddu van tay hay vét tich nao cua co ding
khong?”

“T6i da can thadn hét mirc r'oi. Sau d6 cling da bd bién lai cia khach san
vao trong cai tui xach tay nay.”

“Vay a. Nhueng ma nén hiy cdi bién lai d6 thi t6t hon. Du sao co ciing
vat varoi.”

“Anh khong can dong vién sy ¢ ging clia Minako dau. La co Ay gieo
gio gdt bdo. Du ¢d Ay ¢6 ta 10i v&i moi ngwdi bao nhiéu di ching nira thi
van khong du, ding khong Minako?”

Yunsuke dit 1, c6 ddp lai bang giong y&u &t, dwong nhu khong thé
phan khang, “Vang.”

Sau dé, cudc chuyén tro ngwng lai h'6i 1au. Chi dé€n khi Yunsuke dwng xe
triedre khu biét thy, Fujima cudi cing mai 1€n ti€ng.

“Vay chung to61 s€ chay thealng dén Tokyo luén. Moi nguoi déu twdng
sang nay cd mét nén nghi ngoi trong phong. Lo bon tré hay vy chong
Sakazaki ¢6 héi gi, ¢6 liéu ma tra 1o nhé!”
“Toi hi€u roi. Xin 16i vi da 1am phién anh.”

Minako xudng xe, buwdc di trén con dwong din dén toa biét thy. BO vdy



Iién than mau tring thodt 4n thodt hién gitra nhitng hang cay, cheamg ma’y
chd’c sau d6 mat hut.

“B vdy d6 gidng v&i cdi vdy Takashina mic hdm qua nhi? Nhin tir ding
sau, ddng ngwoi cling y chang. Thé 1a da d€ qua mat nhan vién khach san
roi. May ma hai ngwoi d6 ¢6 phong cach giong nhau.”

Yunsuke khong dap lai 1o Fujima ndi, anh dap chin ga. M6t chiéc xe

dap leo nui di vé phia ho.

Khi Sakazaki dang dap xe quay lai khu biét thy thi thdy chi€c Cima cua
Namikishi hién ra trwé’c mat. Sakazaki phanh xe, chi€c xe kia cling giam
to'c do. Ctra kinh ha xudng, Fujima 16 mat ra, miéng twoi cuoi.

“Anh dang lam gi vay?”

“A, toi di thay d6i khong khi mdt chit.” Sakazaki ciing né nu cuoi d€
dap lai. “Con hai nguoi di ddu vay?” Anh nhom ghé& sau xe. Namikishi
Minako khong & d6, nhwng lai ¢6 hanh 1y ma lic ndy c6 ta cam.

“Chtng t6i di xem dia di€m t0 chirc tiéc nwdng cho ngay mai. Vi bon tré
da hoc hanh cham chi nén t6i muén thwédng cho ching mot ngay d€ xa
hoi.”

“Ra vay.”

“Co Kimiko dang & biét thy kia ding khong? C6 &y m&i Om day, anh
Sakazaki hdy danh thoi gian & bén cd &y nhiéu hon.”

“Vang, to1 bi€t di€u d6 ma. T61 dinh quay lai d6 luon day.”

Thay Sakazaki d€ chan 1én ban dap, Fujima m¢&i gat dau, dong cira kinh.

Namikishi khong nhin Sakazaki. Anh ta ctr thé"1ai chi€c Cima di.



Sakazaki dap xe, quay lai biét thy cho thué. Gior hoc ctia bon tré van tiép
dién. Kimiko ngdi & gh& dang sau ghi chép gi d6. Tha'y ch'ong budc vio,
cd ném 4nh mét trdch méc vé phia d6, nhung tuyét nhién khdng néi 1o nao.
Poi dén khi gio’ hoc két thic, vao gio’ nghi trwea, cd mdi xa con byc boi ra,
“Sao anh vé muon thé?”

“Anh khong tim tha’y sach. C6 khi d€ quén & nha roéi.”

“Vay anh lam gi ma 1au theé?”

“Co6 viéc quan trong hon anh mudn hdi em, d&€m qua Minako c6 & trong
biét thy khong?”

“Minako w? Khong & d6 thi & dau?”

“Chéc chin khong? Em ngti & phong k& bén phong nha Namikishi con
gi. Em c6 thdy bong dang co ta khong?”

“Em u6ng thudc nén nga thi€p di, lam sao bi€t dwgc chuyén & bén
ngoai. Sao anh lai hoi theé?”

“A, anh tha’y co gi la 18m.”

“Cai gila co?”

Sakazaki nhin Tsukumi va bon tré. Ho dang say swa ban luin gi d6 vé
mon Khoa hoc tw nhién.

“Liic quay lai biét thy ding d6, anh trong thad'y Minako tir bén ngoai tré
veé biét thy. C6 ta khdong c6 vé gi la bi 6m cd, dang vé thi tréng nhw da ngu
& dau do6 bén ngoai.”

“Cha c6 nhé...”

“That ddy. Nén anh m&i thdy la. Hay 1a t67i qua da c6 chuyén gi?”
Sakazaki nghiéng dAu sang mot bén r'di cin moi.

“N6i chung la em ngd mé mét nén khong bi€t gi dau.” Vira néi dit cau



d6, Kimiko 1am ra vé suc nhé ra chuyén gi. “Nhic méi nhé!”

“Chuyén gi vay?”

“Em cam twdng tdi qua hoi '6n ao. Hinh nhw ¢6 nguoi ra, ngueoi vao
phong ctia nha Namikishi.”

“That sao?”

Nhwng Kimiko khong gat dau. C6 nghiéng gwong mat ngan ngam sang
mot bén.

“Em khong 16 nira. C6 th€ em nim mo. Ma niy, sao anh ci ban tAm
chuyén d6 mai th&? Hay anh lai nghi minh bj cho ra ria? Anh van d€ bung
chuyén khong dwoc goi dén bira tiéc chir gi.”

“Em néi g1 viy, bira tiéc nao?”

“Ho, chaalng phai anh biét rd hon em sao?” C6 dirng day, di vé phia

Tsukumi va bon tré.

Thyc don burra trra 1a banh mi kep. Fujima Kazue kep nhirng @6 minh nau
vao trong banh mi, r'di cit miéng vira dn. Minako x&p banh 1én dia, xong
xudi bé dia d&n cac ban. Sekitani Yasuko lam salad va nwéc ép. Sau do,
Minako lai chuyén nhirng th®* nay ra ban an. Luc chuan bi, Sakazaki
Kimiko cting phu giup.

“Minako, 6 thd'y nguoi khoe hon chwa?” Kimiko héi.

“T6i On r'oi. Chi mét mot chit thoi.” Minako twoi cuwoi.



“Thé& a? Toi lai ¢t lo ¢6 bi 1y bénh cam tw t6i da’y.”

“Khong phéi dau, c6 dung dy ndy. Quan trong hon, tinh hinh & biét thy
dé6 th&' nao? Bon tré c6 hoc hanh nghiém chinh khong?”

“L\T, maYy dira déu chu tdm vao viéc hoc.”

“Shota nha t6i cling th&"a? N6 cé tap trung nghe giang khong?”

“V¢é Shota thi c¢6 khong can phai lo dau. C6 vé dira nha t6i moi khong
tap trung nha't.”

Kimiko rét chd nwde ép lam tr cdc loai hoa qua vao vai chiéc cdc, x&p
1én khay r'6i bé di. Nhin béng c6 ta khua't han roi, Minako, Sekitani Yasuko
va Fujima Kazue d6ng loat nhin nhau. Nhwng ca ba ngwoi déu khong néi
1o nao.

Sakazaki lai gan bon ho. “Anh Fujima va anh Namikishi vin chura vé
ar’

“Ban ndy anh ay goi dién ve€.” Fujima Kazue nhanh nhau ddp. “Béo la
1o di xa qud, nén ca hai s€ dn trira & ngoai r'oi mdi vé. Anh ay cling bao la
s€ khong tranh thd uéng bia dau, nén dwng c6 lo.”

“O'kia, ho di d&n tan dau th& nhi?”

Thay Minako x&p salad 1én khay, chuan bi bé di, Sakazaki 1ién ding ra

sau lung co.

“C0 khoe r'o6i ch?”

“Vang, xin 16i vi d4 1am anh lo 1ing.”

Nhung céu tra loi d6 chwa @t d€ Sakazaki roi di. Anh ta ghé miéng lai
sat tai cO.

“T61 qua c6 chuyén gi a?”

Minako 4m w r'6i quay lai nhin mat anh ta. “Chuyén gi la sao?”



“Chuyén gi d6 ky quic i. Va roi dam nguwoi d6 lai dudi co ra khoi day
ma khong c6 1y do gi a?”

“Anh dang no6i gi vay?”

“Ma thdi. T6i s€ néi chuyén voi ¢o sau.” Anh ta chi néi th€’, roi cudi
cung ciing chju di ra chd khéc.

Dén gio dn trira, bd me cling con cdi tap trung lai véi nhau nhw moi khi.
Minako va Shota ng 61 canh nhau.

“Me o1, bd" dau roi a?” Shota hoi.

“B0 con ra ngoai cung chd Fujima mot chit. Trwedc budi t6i, b s€ quay
lai.”

“Th€ a.” Shota nhai nhdm nhoam mi€ng banh mi kep. Ng61 bén canh,
Minako chim chi nhin d4ng vé clia con trai. Khi 4nh mét hai nguwdi cham
nhau, cdu con trai nhiu may t6 vé hoai nghi. “Gi th&"a?”

“A, khong c6 gi dau.” Minako twoi cwdi, udng nwde ép. “Nay, viéc hoc
ctia con thé¢' nao? C6 sudn sé khong?”

“Con khong bi€t. Me héi thay Tsukumi 1.”

“Con nay, n€u con khong thich thi khong can guwong ép d€ vao treong
trung hoc tw thuc dau. DU con cé vao treong cong 14p trong vung thi me
ctung khong sao.”

Shota nhin me v&i gwong mét stng sdt. “Sao ti nhién me lai néi thé?”

“Tai vi... Me khong mudn dp dit con lam nhwng viéc minh khong
thich.”

“Héi trudc me ¢6 néi the bao gi dau. Ching phai me bdo vao dwoc
trrong hoc t6t, vao dai hoc td't, cudi cung sé€ cd ¢ cho con, nén twr gio’ con

hdy cd” ging hd me sao? Me liic ndo ciing bdo rang ndi gi thi néi, da't nwde



nay s& khong thay d&i dinh ki¢n vé bang cap dau con gi.”

“Pung 1a me ting néi vdy, nhung doi ngwoi ta khong chi ¢c6 mdi viéc
hoc hanh con a.”

“Pén ldc nay me ndi the” lam gi nwra a?” Shota chau may, chu moi 1én.
“Nguoi néi khong vao dugc trvong tdt thi chi ¢6 thiét than cling 1a me
ding khong? Ngay dén nhitng cdng chirc nha nwde lam viéc xdu d€ ki€m
chéc, ciing phai hoc Todai m&i dwgc ngdi vao vi tri d6. B&i ho hoc Todai
nén dwoe canh sat bao vé, khdng phai di tu ding khong a? Trong thé gidi
nay, ké chién thang 12 nhitng ngwoi thing tién nhi. The’ ma gid ndy, sao me
tw dung lai n6i may 1o ky quac thé”a?”

“Shota...”

“Con cdm on vi bira dn.” Shota chép tay néi roi ditng day.

Lan dwong 6 to clia dwong cao tdc Chuo khd ving vé. Cd quing duong
khong gdp canh un tic nao nghiém trong nén chiéc Cima dang thuan loi
tien gan Tokyo.

“Anh van lai dwoc chiz, c6 ¢n t6i 1ai thay khong?” Fujima hoi sau khi
dén khu dich vu Dangozaka khong lau. Cho dén ldc d6, gitra hai ngwoi
khong c6 cudc hoi thoai nao dung nghia.

“T6i on. Hay nghi mot chiit d€' di vé sinh nhé!”

“To1 khong céan dau.”

“Vay khong ghé vao Dangozaka nira. Tdi mudn dén chd kia that nhanh.”

Fujima c6 vé khong phan d61, bdi anh ta khong néi gi ca.

“T61 hoi mot chit dwgc khong?” Yunsuke noi.



“Chuyén gi?”

“T6i van ludn ty hoi, rang tai sao moi ngudi di xa d&n mic nay d¢€ gidp
Minako, dit cho moi nguoi ¢6 than nhau di ching nira. N&u cheamg may lam
khong t&t, c6 th& con bi cinh st bit. Vay thi tai sao? Pic biét 1a anh
Fujima, mot ngwoi ludn di€m tinh nhw anh ma lai quy€t dinh dam than vao
chuyén nhw thé& nay, tdi tha'y qua la 1iéu linh.”

“Chéc chin tdi da giai thich trede d6 roi ma. Ching tdi coi Minako nhu
ngudi than clia minh. Ching ai lai mudn ngwdi than cia minh trd thanh toi
pham giét nguwoi ca.”

“Ching phai chi 12 nhw ngudi than thdi sao? Chi nao phai ngwdi than
that sw. C cho la truyén thdong c6 danh hoi dwore moi quan hé ciia moi
ngwoi di nira, cir gia vor khong biét 1a dwgc ma. Mac du thye t&€ ¢ 1€ s€ anh
hwdng dén viéc thi cir ciia bon tré, nhung diéu dé c¢6 dé€n mic tre thanh
dong cor d€ che gid'u tdi pham giét ngwoi khong?” Yunsuke chdm chi nhin
canh vat tr6i qua bén kia ctra kinh xe va binh than néi.

“Anh Namikishi tinh néi gi vay? Pung bong gi6é nira, né€u ¢6 gi mudn
noi, hdy noi thealng ra. Toi khong mudn phi hoai tri 6¢c 14n thoi gian cla
minh d¢ doan y ctia anh dau.”

Trong phiit chdc, Yunsuke d'dn lyc vio cdnh tay nim vo-ling va nghién
chét rang. Toc do xe tang vot 1én.

“Phién anh 1di xe can than.” Fujima ndi. “Chwa ban dén viéc gap tai nan,
chiing ta khong th€ d&€ bi bat vi vi pham toc do. Quan trong hon, chuyén
chiing ta dang chay xe & ddy, vao thoi gian nay, khong dwgc d€16 cho canh
sat biét.”

Yunsuke nhac chan khéi chan ga. T6c d0 xe dot ngdt giam. Anh lai

chiéc xe twr lan dwong vwot vao trong lan di chuyén.



Anh di€u hoa lai hoi thé, roi néi, “Vay tdi sé ndi th:flng.”

“Moi anh.”

“K¢& hoach I'an nay dwoe thyce hién theo chi thi cia anh Fujima. Trong
anh ciling ¢ vé x0ng xdo nhi't. Thé&' nén m&i dd’y 1én nghi ngo cia tdi & chd
nay. Ring phai ching anh c6 ly do dic biét ndo d6 d€ bao che cho Minako.
N6i mot cach dé hi€u hon thi...”

“Y anh 1a gitra t61 va Minako ¢ mdt mdi quan hé déac biét a?”

Yunsuke 1ién im bat. Trai ngwoc v&i anh, Fujima né nu cwoi xdo tré.

“T6i thd'y anh néi chuyén v&i Kimiko sau bira sang. L€ nao ¢6 ta da néi
diéu gi d6 v&i anh?”

“Khong, chuyén khong phai nhw the”.”

“Ma thoi, sao ciing dwore. Toi biét cd ta von khong thién cam v&i ching
toi. Thay vao do, t6i mudn hdi ngwoe lai anh. Tai sao anh lai hoi toi diéu
do? Chaamg phai anh khong con tinh cdm v&i Minako nira hay sao? Né&u thé&’
thi di1 c6 &y c6 mdi quan hé siu sic v&i ai, ciing khdng méic mé gi dén anh
nwa.”

“Chuyén gitra t06i va Minako ¢6 nhw thé nao, cling khong toi lwot ngwoi
ngoai xen vao. T6i no6i that ddy. Nhung néu Minako c6 ngwoi dan 6ng
khdc, voi tw cach 1a ch'ong ¢6 &Yy, tdi nghi minh c6 quyén dworc biét.”

“Héa ra anh nghi vdy. Chtr khong phai anh bié€t r6i s€ ton thwong dau
nhi?”

“R'6i vay thi sao? Nguwoi dan 6ng d6 1a anh a?”

“Hinh nhuw anh dang quy chup Minako c¢6 tinh nhan.”

“T6i ¢6 trong tay ching cr.”

“Ha?” Giong ndi ctia Fujima khdng thoang chidt dao dong. “Chirng cir gi



vay?”

Yunsuke im ldng gidy lat. T4n dung khoang thoi gian d6, anh cham
chadm vuot qua chiéc xe tii hang nhe ding trude.

“La bao cao su,” Yunsuke ndi. “N6 dwore ca't trong tdi xach cia vo toi.
Ba't k€ vor ch'ong t6i chwra tirng diing bién phdp tranh thai.”

L'an nay t&i phién Fujima im lang. Ti€ng rén khé cuia anh ta vang 1€n bén
tai Yunsuke.

“Né&u chi c6 thé thi chwa da d€' lam sang t6 sy ngo’ vue cda anh.”

“Anh tinh 14t bai ngtra voi toi day a?”

“Pugrc thdi. Cling 14t bai ngta ndo!” Fujima vAn néi bing giong nhe
nhang khong khic ldc trwdc. “Téi bi vor anh, tirc la c¢6 Namikishi
Minako...” Anh ta tam ngit & ddy, budng mot tié€ng thé dai roi néi tiép.
“... thu hit. Ciing c6 thé' ndi la tdi quan tam dén cd ay.”

Yunsuke cang mdt bén go ma.

“Anh can dam daYy.”

“Co ay xinh dep. Lai cyc ky quyén rii. T6i nghi c6 4y 1a ngwoi phu niv
tuyét voi gdp ngan van Ian cai cO6 Takashina Eriko kia. Tw tdn ddy long
minh, tdi ghen tj v&i anh vi ¢6 the’ doc chi€m cd 8y.”

“Anh néi ma khdng bi€t ngwong mom nhi?”

“OY vao tinh hudng nay, t61 c6 hoi kich dong. Nhung t61 nghi sé 1a vo
nghia n€u 12y bira mét 1y do nao d6 d€ qua mat anh.”

“Vay d€ t6i néi cho anh biét gio trong dau t6i dang nghi gi nhé! T6i nght
ring ddng 1& minh nén dirng xe tai Dangozaka.”

“Ra la anh dinh tha t6i xudng xe a? Hay mudn dam tdi vai qua? Pan

Ong qua la sinh vat la lung nhi. Mot mat, anh phan bdi vor minh, nhwng khi



thd'y vor bi ngwoi dan ong khac gianh mat lai cdm thdy tic t6i ding
khong?”

“T6i da bao day la van dé riéng ctia vo chong tdi roi con gi?”

“Nhung anh dd@ mudn chdm dit mdi quan hé vo ch'ong dd, tdi ndi sai
ar’

”... Anh bit dau qua lai v&i Minako tir khi nao?”

“Tw khi nao nhi? Ching t6i bi€t nhau & trung tdm luyén thi. Chinh xac
la twe sau khi d6.”

“Sau do6, hai ngwoi ngay 14p tiee ti€n tri€n thanh quan hé nam ntr a?”

“Chuyén dé thé nao w? Anh tly y twdng twong di. Nhwng ma t6i chi néi
diéu nay thoéi. Cai bao cao su ma anh tim thdy mang mot y nghia khéc,
khéng nhw nhirng g1 anh nghi dau. C6 mot 1y do ma hién tai anh khong nghi
dén.”

Yunsuke quay mat vé phia Fujima.

“Anh khong nhin ding truede s& nguy hi€ém day.” Fujima tirc khéc néi.

“Vaylydododla...”

“Viéc d6 anh nén tryc ti€p nghe tvr vor minh thi hon. Téi khéng dam
phdn dodan bwa. Va lai, hién tai ching ta dang thyc hién mot nhiém vu quan
trong, nén anh dirng suy nghi linh tinh nita. P& t6i nhic cho anh nh&, chiing
ta bay gio’ cing hoi cung thuyén roi, khdong ranh d€ néi vé chuyén quan hé
ca nhan dau.”

Yunsuke di vao lan xe vwot, anh lai dap manh chan ga, nhanh chéng ap
sat xe ding tredc. Mic dui xe chay qué toc do, nhwng Tan nay Fujima khong

phan nan gi.



T&i Takaido, thoi gian di dé€n chung cw Eriko & chwa dé€n muwoi phuit.
Chung cu d6 12 mdt tda nha nim tAng khong mdi 14m, nhung dwoce xay kha
kién c&". Yunsuke va Fujima d6 xe & bai xe cach d6 khong xa, ¢cAm hanh 1y
Minako dwa, di vao chung cu. O day khong c¢6 nguoi quan 1y nhung cira
dwoc khoa ty dong. Yunsuke diung chié€c chia khéa cd &y dwa ti trede d€
m¢ khoa.

Treéce khi vao cin hd cia Eriko, anh di vong ra ding sau ti dyng thu.
Mbi hom thu & ddy lai dwore khda bang & khéa nhd.

Fujima 13y ra thi gi d6. La d6i giing tay mau tring. Anh ta ciing dwa mot
doi cho Yunsuke.

“Nhirng ddu van tay cda anh cé trong cdn ho tw trwede thi danh chiu,
nhwng hom nay ma c¢6 da'u van tay ma&i thi dé ddy. Mot khi bi in dd'u tay
roi thi sau d6 c6 lau ciing khong sach. Canh sat chi can diéu tra la truy ra
ngay.”

Yunsuke gt dau, deo gang vao hai tay.

“Anh ¢6 mé dwoc hom thw cia Takashina khong?” Fujima hai.

“T6i khong chéc. Vi né liic nao ciing bj khéa.”

Yunsuke lyc tii xach cta Eriko. Anh tim thay cdi moc treo chia khéa cta
nhén hiéu cao cip. O d6 treo ba chia khéa. Cdm chia nhd nhat vao & khéa
hom thw ciia phong 405 thi vira khit.

Chi c6 thw quang cdo, thong bao tién dién & bén trong hom thw. LAy hét
ma’y thir d6 ra, anh lai déng ctra, khéa hom thur.

“Hinh nhw khong c6 bao nhi?”

“C6 vé c6 ay khong dit bdo. Co &y bdo chi dung TV va mang Internet 1a



da roi.”

“Ra vay.” Fujima git dau.

Cin ho cta Eriko & goc trong cling ctia ting bon. Trong thang mdy, 1an
& hanh lang, ho khong gdp ai di ngang qua.

Céan ho d6 von la phong 2DK. Nhirng vach ngin trong phong da bi thdo
ra, nén thyc chat né dwgc sit dung nhw phong 1DK. D6 ndi that trong
phong mang phong cach hién dai, nhiéu moén 1a hang cao cdp. b6 dac dwoc
phdi theo tdng mau be. Mui vi cudc sdng khdng lru dong nhi€u noi day,
b&i trong bép hdu nhw khong ¢6 bat dia hay dung cu nd'u nwdng.

“Cén ho dep dd'y. Anh Namikishi trd tién nha cho co ta a?”

Yunsuke 14c dau. “Cd &y thué chd nay tir trede khi quen tdi.”

Anh dat hanh 1y ctia Eriko 1én trén céi ghé& sofa hai ngwoi ngoi.

“Anh 161 do trong tai ra, roi thu don ching giup t61 dwgrc khong?”
Fujima néi. “Phai cat quan 4o va my pham di. N&u d€ nguyén may do6 do
trong tdi du lich, canh sat s€ tra ra cd ta da di dau.”

“T6i hiéu roi.”

Pau tién, Yunsuke do hét d6 bén trong tdi du lich 1€n trén mit ban. Cai
bép nho 1én chidt my pham roi ra triede. Ngoai ra con ¢d quén do de€ thay,
tdi dung d'6 16t, @6 vé sinh c4 nhan. Anh ngim nghfa chiing mot ldc 1au.

“C6 chuyén gi the?”

“Khong, téi dang nghi xem hanh 1y chi c¢6 ngéan nay thoi a?”

“Chi di m6t dém thoi nén tng day la ding r'oi. Hay con ¢6 mén d6 nao
dang 1€ phai c6 ma lai thi€u?”

“Khong, y toi khong phai vay.”

Yunsuke ca't ttng mén d6 vao vi tri von ¢6 cia nd. Quan do thi ném vao



cai gid & bén canh may giat, my pham d€ trén ban trang diem. P6 vé sinh
c4 nhan thi cat & cdi gid trong nha tdm.

Xong xudi, anh quay lai gh€ sofa, ding luc Fujima dang luc 19oi ngdn kéo
cdi ti trong phong khéach.

“Anh dang lam gi vay?”

“T6i tim xem c6 thir gi chi ra viéc ¢6 ta da d€n h'd Himegami khong. Du
& khach san, Minako da d6c sirc dong vai ¢6 ta roi, nhweng né€u dwoce, toi
mudn sy chu y clia canh sat khong hwdng veé phia chiing ta.”

Fujima ngwng tay, quay lai phia Yunsuke. “Ma t6i quén khong hoi, ¢6 ai
bi€t m&i quan hé cia anh va Takashina khong?”

“Chéc chdn 12 khong.”

“Anh chic chi#? Ngudi & cdng ty anh ¢ biét khdng?”

“To1 nght 1a khong.”

“Anh nghi... a? Néu dé khong phai l1a suy nghi chi quan cua anh thi
tot.” N6i doan, Fujima lai ti€p tuc cong viéc dang lam do.

Yunsuke md& ti quan 4o, cat cdi tdi du lich da trdng hét d6 vao bén
trong. QuAn 4o trong ti treo thanh hang ngay ngin. Anh dit cdi tdi vao
khoéng trong bén dudi chd quéan do d6. Liic &y, mot cdi tdi xdch mau den &
dudi chian dap vao mét anh. Tdi khong déng ndp, nén cé thé nhin thay d'o
bén trong tui.

Anh cho tay vao trong tii, tay quo vao mot xap anh. T&m anh trén cling
chup ding sau lung mot ngwdi phu nit. Py c6 vé 1a khu dan cr & noi nao
d6. Blrc anh thir hai, chup cd ta dang di vao mét can nha. Trong bic anh
nay c6 the' thd'y gwong mat nghiéng.

Nguwoi phu ntr d6 chinh 1a Minako.



Va birc anh thr ba. Canh ctra ngdi nha d6 dworc mé ra, ngwoi dan 6ng 16
mat ra. GO ma Yunsuke giat giat. Ngwoi dan 6ng trong anh 1a Fujima.

Yunsuke 1én nhin Fujima. C6 vé Fujima da luc xong ngin kéo ta &
phong khach, gior thi dang cham chd quan sat phia dwoi ti d€ dién thoai.

Yunsuke nhanh tay nhét xap anh vao trong tdi 4o khoéc.

Hon mét ti€ng da tr6i qua k€ twr 1dc ho budc chan vao trong can hd nay.

“Chung ta chuan bj rit théi!” Fujima nhin dong h'd va néi. “Khdng nén
& lai lau. V& mudn qua co 1€ Sakazaki s€ nghi ngo:.”

“Anh n6i ding. Vay anh ¢6 tim tha’y thtr gi chi ra c¢6 &Y, a khong, Eriko
da dé&n h'6 Himegami khong?”

Fujima 14c dau.

“T6i tim ki 14m r'6i, hinh nhw khong c¢6. Ma tdi nghi dén day 1a dd roi.
Nao di thoi.” Fujima nai.

Ho quay lai xe 6 t6. Chay dwore mot lic, Fujima méi mé miéng.

“Vé chuyén ban nay, cé 1€ can nghi xem s€ che gidu dwore dé€n mirc
nao.”

“Chuyén ban nay u?”

“Chuyén c6 nguoi nao bi€t moi quan hé cda anh va c6 ta khong do.”

“A..

“Hom nay thi vin 6n, nhung viéc Takashina khong xua't hién & cong ty
ttr ngdy mai, c6 1& s& gy ra khd nhiéu ndo dong da’y. Chic ngudi ta ciing s&
lién lac v&i anh d€ hoi tham thong tin.”

“Cé 1e vay.”

“Pén ldc d6, anh sé tra 1o thé ndo day nhi?” Fujima nga ghé ra ding

sau. “Trudc mét, anh cit gid vor nhu khong biét gi cd. Y tdi 1a dirng néi ra



viéc co ta da d€n ho Himegami. T6i nhéc lai d&€ anh nhé, t6i mudn han ché
t01 da viéc canh sat hudng sy chd y vé phia ching ta.”

“T6i bi€t ma. Toéi cling dinh 1am nhw thé?"

“Nhwng ma, ching ta sé€ duy tri viéc d6 duwoc bao lau? Toi khong doan
dwore canh sat s€ nang nd d€n dau véi vu mat tich ki€u nay. Gia st ho sé
bit tay vao diéu tra gi d6, vdy thi c6 1& s& bat dau tr mdi quan hé v&i dan
ong cda cd ta.”

“To1 cung nghi theé.”

“Gia st ¢6 nguoi 10 mo nhin ra m&i quan hé ctia hai ngwoi, hodc gia
nhw xui't hién mén @6 nao d6 trong cin ho chia ¢o ta chi ra mdi quan hé voi
anh... N&u th&’, canh sat s€ tim dén anh ding khong? Dén lic d6, anh s¢
lam gi?”

“Thi ctr gid bd khong biét 1a dwgc. Du chuyén ¢6 bi 16 ra sau d6 thi cling
khong bi canh sat nghi ngo dau, vi da 1a con nguoi, mot khi ¢6 quan hé
ngoai ludng, ching ai dai gi vach 4o cho ngudi xem lung d€ ngudi khdc
bi€t.”

“Cé4ch d6 c6 1& dn v&i anh, nhung v&i ngudi khic thi chwa chéc. Vi du
trong giai doan anh vor nhw khong biét &y, Minako lai bi tra xét thi sao?
Néu bi canh sat hdi vé ngwoi phu nie tén Takashina Eriko, cir gitr nguyén
quan di€m, khang khang bao khong biét gi thi c6 dworc khong?”

“N6i the thi c6 van d€ gi sao?”

“Gia st canh sdt nim dwoc viéc co ta da d&n h'6 Himegami, vay thi khai
nhw thé lai thanh khién cudng. Vi chic chin viéc anh d&n & khu biét thy d6
da dwore ho xac dinh, nén hién nhién Minako s€ phai gdp Takashina ¢ d6.”

“Nhwng ciling c6 kha nang t6i 1én Idat gap ¢c6 &y ma Minako khong biét,



cho nén, dut quan h¢ giwa t6i va Eriko bi phoi bay sau d6, cling chging co gi
mau thuin nhi?”

“Thé& thi ching tdi cling phai thdng nha't néi doi, rang chiing toi khong
gap nguoi phu ntr tén Takashina Eriko & h'é6 Himegami.”

“Chuyén s& thanh nhw th&, nhung...” Néi d&n diy, Yunsuke cin mdi.
Anh dap nhe vao vo-ling. “A, khong dwoc r'o6i.”

“Ping roi. Vi con vedng vor ch'ong Sakazaki ntra. Treong hop ho bi
canh sat hoi cung, chéc hin ho s€ néi1 ra sy that, rﬁng ngwoi phu nir tén
Takashina Eriko qua that da dé€n diy. Néu th&’, nhirng ngwoi da thdng nhat
loi khai tw trede s€ bi nghi ngo.”

Yunsuke khé rén 1én.

L&1 vao dwong cao tdc da & tredc mat. Anh cho tay vao tdi toan 137y
tién, nhwng Fujima da xoe ra to' mot nghin yén tredc. Anh néi cdm on roéi
nhin tién.

“Néu thé&” thi vé co’ ban, d€ minh t6i néi d&i thi tot hon.”

“Anh ciing nén chudh bj sin tinh than cho viéc d6, mot khi canh sit da
lor mo’ phat hién ra m&i quan hé cta anh voi Takashina Eriko. Nhwng ¢6 1€
ho khé ma nhin thdu sy tinh.” Fujima 4 ung néi, roi vO nhe vai Yunsuke.
“Ma anh yén tdm. Ching ta da c6 sy phong bi ki lwong. Cho du canh sat ¢6
nghi ngo’ anh dén dau, ho ciing khong th€ ngo’ ching ta hop tdc voi nhau.
Va quan trong hon, cdi xdc d6 van chwa bj phat hién. Chirng nao chua tim
tha’y thi th€, khong the cau thanh vy 4n.”

Yunsuke thé dai, roi 14m bam trong miéng, “Néu chuyén dién bién theo

hwong d6 thi tot.”



Lic ho vé d&n h'd Himegami, mat troi da khud't bong. D6 cling 1a khoang
thoi gian bira t6i bit d4u. Trén quing dwong vé, chudng dién thoai cta
Fujima reo mdt [an duy nha't. Kazue goi d€n. Fujima chi n6i “On roi. Moi
chuyén déu sudn sé,” roi cip may.

V€ dén biét thy, canh ctra sanh m& ra, mui ca-ri thoang thoang trong
khong khi. Bon tré da dung btra xong, ching dang choi tro choi dién ti
cung Tsukumi trong phong khach. o trong bép, ba ngwoi phu nir dang rira
don bat dia. Khong thd’y bong dang vor chong Sakazaki va Sekitani dau.

“Anh V€ roi a? Anh an t8i chwa?” Kazue hdi chong.

“Anh an tam & tram dong chén r'oi. Ma Sekitani va nha Sakazaki ddu em
nhi?”

“Em khong rd, d&n ban ndy ho van & d6 ma.”

“Kimiko thi sao0?”

“Em nghi la c6 &y & trong phong. Hinh nhw ¢ 2y mét.”

C6 tiéng dong & sanh ra vao. R06i dén ti€ng bwdc chin, cira phong
khéach mé ra. Sekitani buéc vao, hét nhin Fujima r6i lai nhin Yunsuke. “A,
hai ngwoi vé r'oi. Pau xudi dudi lot chr?”

“U’, dai khéi vay,” Fujima dép.

“Vay a?” N6i roi, Sekitani cup mét nhin xudng.

“C6 chuyén gi sao?”

“U', thye ra ¢6 mot chuyén lam t6i khé nghi.”

“La chuyén gi vay?”

“Qua day ro6i néi.” Sekitani roi phong khach. Yunsuke cung Fujima di



theo sau. Sekitani di vao phong minh.

“Sakazaki sao?” Mit Fujima nhan nho khi nghe cau chuyén Sekitani k€ lai.
“Anh ta n6i 1a nhin tha’y chung t61 a?”

“Puing vdy. Sau bira td1, anh ta ru t6i di dao va da n6i nhw th€”. Hinh nhw
anh ta mé& man cd Takashina d6, cho nén sang nay da di t&i khach san
Lakeside d€ tim gip. O d6, anh ta bt giip hai nguoi, lai con thd'y Minako
budce ra toe khach san.”

“Gay that!” Fujima khoanh tay lai. R'61 anh ta chép miéng, gai tran.
“Nhéc m&i nhé, lic ching tdi roi khdi day ciing gip anh ta. C6 18 lic do
anh ta vira quay vé tw khach san.”

“Thé& anh Sekitani da néi gi v&i anh ta vay?” Yunsuke hdi.

“Hinh nhw anh ta nghi t0i qua di xay ra chuyén gi d6 ddy. A khong, di
nhién anh ta khong bi€t sy thyc roi. Nguoc lai con nghi d6 1a mét chuyén
vui vé nao dé va chi ¢6 minh bj ra ria.”

“Ngu ngdc! Sao lic nao anh ta cling thé nhi?” Giong Fujima buc bdi.

“To61 da no1 doi la khong c6 chuyén gi dau, va toi chéng bi€t gi het,
nhwng ¢6 vé chwa thuy€t phuc dwoe anh ta. Lam sao bay gio? Ct da nay
toi nghi anh ta s€ di tim Minako d€ hdi cho ra nhé dd’y.” Sekitani nhin
Fujima roi nhin Yunsuke.

Trén mit Fujima van hién 1&én vé& s4u ndo. Mot con bed'm nhd tir dau dé
lot vao trong phong, né bay vat vor xung quanh cai dén huynh quang, thi
thoang lai dAm thing vao den.

“PE€ to1 ndi voi anh ta,” Yunsuke ndi.



Hai nguwoi con lai nhin anh.

“Tai vi hé&t cach roi ma. Chr chor dén lic canh sat tim dé€n Sakazaki, ma
anh ta n6i diéu nay ra, moi cong strc cuia chiing ta d6 song do bi€n hét.”

“Pung vay. Pung Ia chi con cach d6.” Fujima khong pha nhan. “Anh ta
khong phai ki€u ngwoi biét gitt mdm miéng, nén t6i kha bat an. VA lai t6i
cling khong biét anh ta ¢6 chju hop tic v&i ching ta khong.”

“Gio toi s€ ndi ludn. Sakazaki dang & dau nhi?”

“Khoan da. Anh Namikishi khong néi tryc ti€p thi t6t hon. Toi s€ giai
thich v&i anh ta.” Fujima noi.

“Khong dwoc, moi ngudon con déu ti hanh dong thi€u suy nghi cua vor
t01 ma ra, nén to1 s€ noi. T61 nghi minh nén lam nhw vay.”

“T6i hi€u cam gidc cua anh, nhwng nhirng ldc nhw thé nay, ¢6 nguoi thir
ba tham gia s& t6t hon. N&u ndi ra sy tinh khi€n ching t6i hgp tic v&i anh,
bi€t dau anh ta s€ hi€u thau.”

“Lam th€ tot hon d&y, anh Namikishi.” Sekitani cting dong tinh. “Hay
giao cho anh Fujima di.”

Yunsuke thé dai mot hoii, nhin mat hai ngwoi d6 roi gat dau.

“T6i hi€u roi. Nhung doi lai, hdy d€ tdi ¢ mit ¢ d6. Toi nghi do 1a
nghia vu t&i thi€u ctia minh.”

“Khong, viéc do thi...”
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“Xin anh d&y.” Yunsuke cui dau.

Ngap ngirng ma't vai gidy, Fujima ndi, “Toi hi€u r'oi. Loi anh Namikishi
ndi ciing ¢6 ly. Vay anh Sekitani, nho anh goi Sakazaki gidp. N6i luén &
day nhi. N&u anh Sekitani thd'y phién thi ching ta s& ddi chd.”

“Khong can dau. O day cting dworc. Vay toi sé di goi anh ta.”



Sekitani di r'6i, Fujima cham ltra di€u thudc 14.

“Nao, bi€t m¢ lovi thé nao day?”

“Chéc Sakazaki s& stng sot 1dm.”

“C6 1€ vay.” Fujima pha ra lan khéi thudc, roi cham chd nhin lan khéi
2y bong bénh trdi trong khong trung.

Sekitani din Sakazaki vao trong phong. Sakazaki dang cuwoi toe toét.
Mait anh ta hwdng vEé phia Fujima va Yunsuke.

“Moi nguoi tu tip dong da ghé.”

“Xin 16i vi 1am phién ldc anh mét.” Fujima xin 16i.

Sakazaki ng'61 do1 di€n Fujima va Yunsuke.

“Chuyén anh dinh néi la gi vay? Toi cling dai khai nhin ra réi.”

“Th& w, anh nhin ra diéu gi?”

“T61 qua ¢6 mot viéc da xay ra ¢ ddy. Toi doan la bwra ti€éc ay. Nhung
Minako khong chdp nhan di€u dé, nén chi minh c6 &y bd ra ngoai ngu.
May thay, Takashina Eriko dang & khach san, nén Minako ciing dé€n khach
san d6. To1 n61 dung khong?”

Ling nghe nhitng 1 tudn ra tir miéng anh ta, Yunsuke chép mit lién
h'6i. Anh Tan lwgt nhin Sekitani va Fujima.

“Khong phdi dau, anh Sakazaki. Toi chgng hi€u anh dang ndi gi hét. Bira
tiéc 1a sao?” Fujima cwoi trie. Nhwng nét mét anh ta danh lai.

“Khong can 1ap 1li€m dau. Anh Namikishi cling biét phai khong?”

“Anh Sakazaki, hinh nhw anh dang hi€éu fam di€u gi thi phai. Chuyén
ching t6i dinh n6i khdng phdi nhw vdy. Chuyén hoan toan khac.”

“Chuyén khic v?”

“Dung vay, chuyén nghiém trong hon rat nhi€éu. Nén goi d6 1a chuyén



1o'n.” Fujima 1i€m moi r'éi ti€p tuc. “Thuc ra, tdi qua mdt vu dn da xay ra &
day. Mot nguoi da 10 tay hai chét mot ngwoi.”

Mait Sakazaki nghét ra trong phut chdc. Ngay khi anh ta dinh n6i gi do,
Fujima da cuop loi.

“Nguwoi chét 1a Takashina Eriko. Hai chét ngwoi 1a Minako.”

Trudc Sakazaki dwong nhw chwa the€ chd’p nhan dwore tinh hinh, Fujima
binh than k€& lai sy viéc t6i qua. Sakazaki chic vi khong nghi ra 1&i nao d€
néi, nén chi im ling ling nghe. Yunsuke nhin thd'y m6 héi lin dai trén thdi
dwong anh ta.

K€ dén doan da xw& 1y xong céi xdc, Fujima tam ngwng loi, hit thé siu,
roi ti€p tuc.

“Vi ly do do, ching tdi dang dung ta't ca nhirng gi minh c6 d€ xw 1y trét
lot viéc nay. Nén anh Sakazaki, rat mong anh c6 thé hop tac v&i ching t6i.”

Fujima cui dau. O’ bén canh, Yunsuke cting lam theo.

“Anh dang bao t6i tro thanh dong pham day a?” Sakazaki cudi cung
cling chiu m& miéng. Giong anh ta nhw gao Ién.

“Cau xin anh ddy.” Yunsuke nai ni.

S im ling kéo dai ding ding. Yunsuke cdi d4u, nén khong biét trén mit
Sakazaki dang hién 1&€n thtr cam xuc gi.

“T6i xin phép tw chdi.” Sakazaki néi nho.

Nghe vay, Yunsuke li€én ngang mat 1€n.

Mat Sakazaki dé phung phung.

“Tai sao chung t6i phai gitp anh lam viéc d6 chi? D6 cheamg phai la toi
nghiém trong sao? Khong phai chuyén dua dau. T6i s€é khong doi nao ti€p

tay cho viéc lam do.”
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Yunsuke voi lao ra khdi phong d€ dudi theo Sakazaki. Fujima va Sekitani
cling duoi theo sau ho.

Pén tredec phong Sakazaki, ho nghe thay ti€ng nat nd clia anh ta & bén
trong.

“T6m lai ching ta s€ thu don hanh 1y that nhanh. R6i roi khdi noi nay
ngay lap tic.”

“Chor da. R6t cude da cé chuyén gi vay?” Kimiko ciing thét 1én nhw thé
dang rdi boi.

“Chﬁng dau vao dau ca. Mot viéc kinh khing da xdy ra. Th€ ma em lai
khong bi€t gi hét.”

“Thé& nén em dang hoi anh dé 1a chuyén gi?”

Yunsuke khong g6 ctra ma x4c thé’lng vao trong phong. Kimiko dang
ngoi trén giwong, hoang hot nhin anh. Sakazaki thi dang m¢& cdi tii to &
trén san.

“Gi vay, sao anh ty tién m& ctra thé’, that ba't lich sw.” Sakazaki n6i bﬁng
giong diéu hin hoc.

Thay Yunsuke chi im ling nhin anh ta ma khong 1am gi, Fujima tir ding

sau budc vao.



“Anh Sakazaki, binh tinh da. Tom lai, hay nghe chung t61 n6éi mot Tan
nwa.”

“T6i khong mudn nghe.” Sakazaki gt gdng. “Kimiko, em nghi t6i qua
da xdy ra chuyén gi? La giét ngudi da’y. O phong bén canh ¢6 ngudi da bi
gi€t. Ngwoi phu nwe tré d6, cd géi tén Takashina da bj gi€t. La Minako da
gi€t co ta.”

Kimiko tron trieng mét, nét miit so sét nhin Yunsuke.

“Ho lai con virt cai xac d€ viéc d6 khong bi 16 ra véi canh sat. Vit & cai
h'6 d6. H6 Himegami. Ho néi nhirtng ngwoi khac cling giip do, chi ¢6 the€
ndi 1a ho dién r'oi. May ngwoi ma't tri hét r'oi.”

“B@&i vi sy viéc ¢6 nhiéu uan khiic, anh hay nghe chiing t6i néi da.”

Sekitani cd lwa loi d€ xoa diu con thinh n6 ctia Sakazaki, song c¢6 vé vo
ich. Anh ta xua tay, roi lic dau.

“Uan khdc gi ch? Téi bi€t cac anh than thiét v&i nhau. Nhung t6i
khong c6 nghia vu phaéi di theo cac anh. Anh Sekitani, anh thtra bi€t con gi.
b6 1a giét ngwoi dd’y. La pham tdi nghiém trong nhi. D€ xay ra chuyén nhw
th&’, dwong nhién phai bdo canh sit.” Anh ta hwdng dnh nhin gian dir vé
phia Yunsuke. “L&i phAn nhiéu & anh. Anh thich ngoai tinh thi mic xdc
anh, nhung dirng mang ric rdi d&n tan day. Chuyén nay chaalng lién quan gi
toi chdng t6i. Ha ¢& gi ma kéo ching tdi vao xich mich gitra vor va ¢6 nhéan
tinh cta anh ch?”

Dip lai, Yunsuke chi ¢6 th€ 1i nhi néi xin 16i va cdi du.

Nhitng nguoi phu niv ¢6 vé da nghe thd’y ti€ng tranh cai, nén dong loat
kéo dé&n. Nhin thad'y Minako, Sakazaki x&ch mit 1én.

“Minako a, c6 nén di dau thi. Co6 ma khong 1am th& thi mdi la ddy. Co6



phai [am viéc d6 di.”

Minako khong néi gi, chi hwong vé mat bdi rdi vé phia Fujima d€ cau
clru.

“Bon tré dau r'6i?” Fujima héi Kazue.

“Ching m&i quay veé biét thy cho thué.”

“Vay a? Anh Sakazaki, cau xin anh, hay nghe ching t6i n6i mdt [an ntra
thdi.” Fujima nén ni.

“Anh bao t6i nghe chuyén gi? Nay Kimiko, em lam gi ma [€ mé th&?
Stra soan nhanh 1én d€ con roi khoi day. Sau dé, goi dién sang biét thy kia,
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xin cho Takuya vé.” Sakazaki 18y quan do trong ti, ném manh vao trong
tui.

“Ciing hé&t c4ch roi. Truedc mit, chiing ta xudng dwdi da.” Fujima néi
voi Yunsuke.

“Nhung ma...”

“Khong nhwng nhi gi nira, ct nghe 1o t6i di!”

Fujima day leng Yunsuke ra khoi phong ctia vor chong Sakazaki. Trong
phong van con Vé’ing 1€n ti€ng la hét cha anh ta.

Trir vor chong Sakazaki, tdt cd moi ngwoi da tip trung & phong khach.
Ngwoi mé loi ddu tién 1a Sekitani.

“Qua nhién khong thuy€t phuc dwore anh ta v&i cach giai thich d6.”

“Nhwng néu khong gidi thich thi...” Fujima néi. “Hodc néu khéng cau
xin anh ta bao che cho Minako thi...”

“A W, thi ddng 12 nhw vdy.” Sekitani gai dau.

Yunsuke thtr ngudi ra, tay anh 4n vao dudi mét, anh nhin sang vo, cd

cling dang thin tho ding d6.



“Nhung ma loi anh ta néi ding ma. V6n di nén bdo canh séat. Va roi...”

“Y anh 132 Minako nén ty thi?” Sekitani Yasuko hoi.

“Po 1a dieu dwong nhién phai lam con gi.”

“Anh Namikishi, d&n nwdc nay roi thi khong the€ quay dau lai dau.”
Fujima néi nhw the’1én 16p anh.

“T6i thi khong ranh 18m vé ludt phap,” Yunsuke néi. “C6 1& moi ngudi
s€ bi truy t& vE toi phi tang thi the. Nhwng n€u bdo canh sat va bién minh
ring nhitng viéc moi nguwdi 1am t&i hdm qua 13 trong trang thai tinh than
hoédng loan, c¢6 khi khdng bi cau thanh t6i nghiém trong.”

“T6i clia anh va chiing t6i thi ding 12 nhwr th&"” Sekitani Yasuko ltr mét.
“Nhung Minako s€ th& nao? D6 1a tdi gi€t ngwoi ddy. Anh thdy thé cling
dwore hay sao? Trong khi von di ngwoi sai la anh.”

“Yasuko!”

Mic cho chdng quét nat, ¢d vor van khong chju im ling.

“Khong, anh citr d& em néi. Anh Namikishi, trong 1dng anh nghi ring
Minako bi bét ciing dwore. Va khdng chi cé th&’, anh con nghi c¢d Ay bi ti
hinh ciing khong sao. B&i chic chin anh odn han ¢6 Ay vi di giét cd ngudi
yéu tré trung ctia minh.”

“Em vira phai thoi!” Sekitani &n tay vao vai vor. BDé€n day, cudi cung, cd
ta ¢ ngdm miéng, nhwng cdi Itr mit v&i Yunsuke thi van git nguyén.

Yunsuke cho tay vao tdi quén, twa ngwoi vao twong. Minako cdi dau
ding chét lang. Khong mét ai néi 1o nao.

Ti€ng budc chan huynh huych budc xuéng céu thang. “Nhanh cdi chan
1én di!” Sakazaki quét théo.

Sekitani di ra khdi phong khéach. Yunsuke dinh n6i bwdc theo sau, nhung



Fujima da tom tay anh lai.

“Anh va Minako hay v€& phong minh! Ctr d€ chuing t6i néi chuyén thi t6t
hon.”

“Nhwng ma...”

“Nhin thdy mit hai ngwoi chi lam anh ta kich dong thém. Khong sao
dau, néu tir ton giai thich, chic anh ta s& hiéu cho thoi.”

Fujima cling giat dau ra hiéu v&i Minako, roi di khoi phong khach.
Sekitani Yasuko va Fujima Kazue ciing roi buée. Yunsuke 1dc dau, d&n chd
cai ban, 12y bao thudc.

Anh nghe th@y giong Sakazaki néi gi d6. Mot 14t sau, hinh nhu anh ta da
dan v d&n sanh ra vao. C6 tiéng nhém Fujima dudi theo ho.

“Chung ta vé phong minh thi t6t hon.” Minako noi.

“Oy day ciing dwoc chit sao.”

“Nhung c6 th€ anh Fujima s& din anh Sakazaki quay lai diy d€ néi
chuyén.”

Yunsuke chu moi, dui di€u thudc vira cham ltra vao gat tan.

“Anh nghi la vo ich thoi.” N6i roi, anh dieng day.

Vé d&n phong r'oi, hai ngwoi khong néi véi nhau 1o nao. Minako ngoi
xudng giwong, 1ing 1& nhin san nha. Yunsuke ding bén cira s&, mit nhin vé
khu rirng bi man dém bao phd.

C6 ti€ng dong & hanh lang, Minako roi phong roi nhanh chéng quay lai.

“Hinh nhw vor chong Sakazaki quay lai roi.”

“Chi quay lai thoi ding khong?” Yunsuke ndi. “Con viéc thuyé&t phuc ho
la khdng the.”

Minako khong néi nang gi, lai ng'6i xudng giwong. Yunsuke cling ng6i



xudng chi€c giwong con lai, mat quay vé phia cd. Sau d6, anh 1u'6n tay trai
qua vai phai, xué6ng dén lung, roi 4n vao ca vung khdp tay phai. Mt anh
nhan nho.

“Anh van dau chd d6 a?”

“Gi¢ khong 1am viéc ma vAn dau. Chéc tai anh cing thang.” Anh vin
ti€p tuc an vao lung.

“Co can em xoa giup khong?”

“Khong can dau.” Anh ngung tay. “Ngwoi dan 6ng d6 1a Fujima a?”

Co ngac nhién ngang mat Ién.

“Nguwoi dan ong ctia em i. La nguoi d6 con gi.”

Minako nghiéng dau t6 vé hoai nghi.

“Anh no6i chuyén gi vay?”

“Em dwng vo vit nira. Anh bi€t hét moi nguoi & ddy. Em twdng anh
khong nhin ra em dang qua lai v&i ngeoi dan 6ng khac a?”

“Anh dang ndéi cdi gi th¢’ha? Lam gi c6 chuyén dé.”

“Lidc nay Fujima da thd nhan r'6i. Anh ta néi bi em thu hit. Va cam thay
em la ngwoi phu nir quyén ri.”

Minako nghiéng dau, hai tay co dang ra.

“Chuyén gi vay? Em chealng hi€u gi hét. Anh Fujima da néi thé nao?”

“Luc trudc, anh trng mé tdi ctia em ra. Khong phai anh dinh tim hi€u gi
trong d6, ma chi tim tién 1& thoi. Nhung anh da tim thdy mot thr. La bao
cao su ddy. Nhin thdy thit d6, em c¢6 biét tri twdng twong cda anh phat huy
thé" nao khong?”

Minako hé mdi. C6 vé c6 dang hit khong khi vao trong co’ the.

“Thé& nao, em mudn thanh minh diéu gi khong? Thé thi d€ anh hdi nhé.



Né&u nhw em c6 the giai thich mdt cach hop 1y.” Yunsuke gio tay ra hiéu xin
moi.

Co budng tiéng thé dai dwong nhw triit hét chd khi minh vira hit vao ban
nay. Doi vai budng thong nhw thé€ toan bd strc lyc trong co’ the’ da bi rit can.

“Ra vdy... Anh da thd’y thir d6 a?”

“Em khong c6 gi d€ bién minh sao?”

“Bi€én minh a?” Minako nhin th?ing mat chdng. “Em nghi la the d6
chaalng néi 1én diéu gi ca.”

“Em néi1 vay la sao?”

“Sy that 1a em da chuan bj tinh thdn d€ phan boi anh. Nhwng viéc d6
khac v&i ngoai tinh. D61 phwong ciing khong phai anh Fujima.”

“Néu khong phdi ngoai tinh thi em nghiém tic sao? Fujima ciing thiwra
nhan ro6i, ring anh ta ghen tj v&i anh vi doc chi¢m dwoc em.”

“Khong phai anh Fujima dau. Em ciling khong c6 m&i quan hé nhw anh
néi v&i nguoi do6.”

“Nhung anh lai nghe tir chinh miéng anh ta néi nhw thé” da’y.”

“Vay anh thtr hdi anh &y I'4n nita di. Hi anh 4y rang c6 quan hé x4c thit
voi em khong?”

“Né&u khong phai anh ta thi 1a ai? Hin em muén ngl voi ai dé6 nén méi
cam theo bao cao su ch?”

Minako lam khuon mat khé hi€u v&i cau hodi cia Yunsuke.

“Pan 6ng ding la ky qudc nhi. Trong khi ban than ngang nhién ngoai
tinh, lai ndi gian khi vor minh ¢6 y dinh d6.”

“Khong phai noi gian. Anh dang hdi em.”

“Thi em tra 1oi r6i con gi nira. Em khong ngoai tinh. Vay thi lam sao n6i



ra tén clia ngwoi dan 6ng d6?”

“Ban ndy em vira néi dirt 10, ring em c6 y dinh phan boi anh. Anh dang
hoi em dinh thyc hién diéu d6 voi ai, & dau?”

“Piéu dé...” C6 1ic dau mot Tan duy nha't. “Em khong biét.”

“Khong biét w? Nghia la v&i ba't cir ai cling dwoe a? Em dang canh khée
anh d6 ha?”

“Canh khée anh w? Em khong ddm.” Minako van gilt nguyén d4nh mit
sic lanh, c6 nhé&ch 1én nu cuoi & khée mdi. “Viée dé chfmg c6 nghia gi.
bén gio’ nay, em canh khée anh 1am gi co’ chir. Anh twedng em khong biét gi
vé nhirng viéc anh lam sao? Ngwoi qua lai voi anh khong chi ¢6 Takashina
Eriko. Anh chic chin d ngoai tinh su6t thdi gian qua. Nhung em biét phan
minh nén d3 nhan nhin. Vi anh chju 18y em, ngwdi phu nit da ¢6 con riéng,
nén em nghi ring minh phai nhin. Quan trong hon ti't ca, vi Shota, em
khong mudn xao tron sy binh yén trong gia dinh minh.”

“Loi em n6i Chglng phai dang mau thuin hay sao? Phan bdi chdng minh
ma bao 1a khong lam x4o tron sy binh yén trong gia dinh a?”

“Bd&i vdy...” Yunsuke biét cd6 dang nu6t nwdc bot khi nhin sy chuyén
dong & co cua co. Co6 nodi ti€p, “Em da chuan bj tinh théan s€ chia tay anh
vao luc do.”

“Em chuan bi chu ddo daYy.”

“Chfmg phéi anh mudn chia tay em sao? Em bi€t diéu d6 ma. Va Shota
da nhén ra quan hé cta ching ta dang trén bo vuc thdm. Con phat hién ra,
roi phién ndo. D€ d&n budc dwong do, tha em va con quay lai cudc sdng
hai me con nhw ban dau con hon.”

“Vay tai sao em gi€t Eriko?”



Cam xiic vut tit trén gwong mit Minako. C6 nhin anh, grong mit rdo
hoadnh nhu dang deo miit na. C6 tir ttr nhdm mét, roi mé ra.

“U’ nhi. N&u ldc ¢ ta bio em hay chia tay v&i anh, em néi: ‘Vang, toi
hi€u r'6i.” Va dang anh cho ¢6 ta thi moi chuyén da khac.”

Khi Yunsuke ding diy, ti€ng go ctra vong dén. Anh mé& ctra ra, truedc
khi dép lai loi vor. Sekitani Yasuko tho mit vao.

“Anh Fujima nh&n hai ngudi xudng dudi. C6 may chuyén mudn ban
voi hai nguoi.”

“Ping ndo Sakazaki cling di roi ding khong? Moi chuyén di két thic.”

“Khong phai vay dau.” Yasuko nhin Minako, r6i lai nhin Yunsuke.

“Vo chong anh Sakazaki cling dang & dudi.”

“Ho van & d6 a?”

“Vang, nhung tredec mét, hai ngwoi cir d&n phong khéch di da.” Sekitani
Yasuko néi, r'oi bude xudng cau thang treede.

Yunsuke khé chép miéng.

“Chéc s& bdo chiing ta ctdi dau cau xin chtr gi? That long anh chi thay
ching ta dang lam m&’y chuyén ngd ngan. Ma cling hét cach roi, ching ta
xudng do thoi.”

Minako l3dng thinh di sau anh.

Trong phong khéch, v chong Sakazaki dang ngdi canh nhau & chd
chi€c ban. Fujima, cung v chong Sekitani ngo1 nhw vay quanh ho. V¢
ch'dng Yunsuke dirng dya lwng vao ctra.

Sakazaki & d6 trAm tinh, yén ang, trdi ngroc hoan toan v&i ban nay. Anh
ta ngang mat, li€c nhin Yunsuke gidy lat, r'oi lai nhanh chong cdi méit xudng

nhin cai ban.



“Ching t6i vira md&i giai thich cho vor chdng anh Sakazaki xong.”
Fujima m¢& loi.

“Giai thich 1a sao?”

“Ttc 1a néi vé qua trinh chdng t6i di d&€n quyét dinh bao vé Minako. Va
két qua la...” Fujima nhin vg chdng Sakazaki. “Vo ch'dong anh Sakazaki
quy€t dinh s€ hop tac v&i chiing ta.”

Yunsuke buoc 1én mét buwdre, Tan lwot nhin mat vor chong Sakazaki.

“Anh noéi that sao?”

“Ban nay ho da htra nhw vay.”

Yunsuke chwa kip mé miéng, Sakazaki da ngang mat 1én.

“Xin 16i vi Iic nay da l1am loan 1&én. T6i chi biét nghi cho ban than
minh... Lai con néi nhitng 1oi khdng phai, do bi kich dong nén t6i méi 16
loi. Mong anh bd qua cho.” Sakazaki cui dau. O bén canh, mit Kimiko vin
tiu nghiu.

“Khong, anh dwng ban tim chuyén d6. Quan trong hon, anh thit sy
d6ng tinh ch? Lic dau, anh bao day la pham t6i nghiém trong ma.”

“Khi nghe anh Fujima gidi thich, t6i m&i nhén ra. Viéc bao vé Minako
cling 1a vi ban than chiing t6i. Va lai, ching t6i ciing khong mudn giwong
mét 1&n nhin Minako bj canh st bit.” N6i xong, anh ta quay sang nhin
Minako vé&i vé mit hoi 16i.

“Minako, toi sai r'oi. Toi khong ¢6 y xau dau. Mong ¢6 khdng d€ bung.”

“P&bung gi chttr...” Giong Minako ngét quing.

“Vay thi viéc hop tac clia ching ta c6 th€ néi 1a hoan chinh r'6i.” Fujima
dic két. “Chi con thay Tsukumi thdi, nhwng thdy &y luén & cung bon tré,

nén chic chin khong biét gi. N&u tdm ngudi ching ta thdng nhat loi khai



v&i nhau tir trwede, vay thi trede mét, s& c6 thé loai bd sw nghi van clia canh
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sat.

“Pung roi, cir nghi 1a khong c¢6 gi xay ra di!” Sekitani néi thém. “Du
khong gidu dwge viéc Takashina Eriko tung dén day, nhwng v&i nhiing
chuyén xay ra sau d6, ctt giad vor khong biét 1a dwoc. Thanh tra chic khong
theé ngo’ chuing ta thong d6ng v&i nhau dau.”

“Td't qua roi, Minako.” Sekitani Yasuko di vé phia Minako. Minako van

im ldng, quay vé phia moi ngwoi, cdi han dau xudng.

“Chiing ta can ban bac ki nhirng chuyén t nay tré di.” Fujima néi. “Do
tinh chdt nghi€m trong cda sy viéc, ching ta tuyét d6i khong dwoce co
nhirng hanh dong ba't can hay vo y. Phai hét strc can than.”

“T61 nay khong ai sang biét thy cho thué ciing dwore a?” Yunsuke héi.

“T6i da goi dién cho thay Tsukumi, néi 1a Minako thdy khong khoe nén
t01 nay s€ ngl tai ddy. B&i t01 nay téi phién vor chong anh Namikishi tryc
bén do6.”

“Vay d€ mot minh tdi qua d6 ciing dworc.”

“Khong can dau, thay &y dong y roi. Va lai, anh & bén canh Minako thi
tot hon.”

Vo chong Sekitani va Fujima Kazue cting git dau dong tinh.

“Trwdc khi ban chuyén thi sao nhi? Lam vai ly bia ch?” Sekitani lam

diéu bd cam cdi cdc dwa Ién miéng. “Thu thyc la toi odi 1am roéi, nén mudn



thay doi tam trang mot chut.”

“Phai r'6i, trr tdi qua dén gio’ ¢ cang nhw diay dan &y.” Fujima Kazue
toan di vao bép thi bi chdng ngan lai.

“Cho da. Anh Sekitani, toi hi€u cdm gidc ctia anh. Nhung hay nhén nai
thém mot chiit. Nhitng 10 t6i sap néi ra sau ddy ting ngwdi phai khic sau
trong dau. B&i chi can lo’ 1a mét chut thoi, s€ xay ra chuyén khong hay.”

Sekitani nhan nhé gat dau.

“Thoi dwore, vay toi s€ d€ danh niém vui d6 sau vay.”

“Pau ti€n, tdi s€ trinh bay suy dodn ctia minh. Suy dodn nay da dworc toi
va anh Namikishi ban v&i nhau trén dwong dé€n nha Takashina Eriko.”
Fujima li€c sang Yunsuke r6i ti€p tuc. “Du ching ta khong bi€t canh sat s€
vao cudc dén dau doi véi sy mat tich cta co ta, nhwng hiy nghi ring viéc
diéu tra d6 nhat dinh s€ dwore ti€n hanh. Gia st trong gia dinh hay ho hang
ctia Takashina ¢6 m6t nhan vat nao d6 c6 ti€ng néi voi gidi canh sat, thi
dong thdi cia canh sat trong vu nay s€ khac biét dang k€& so v&i nhirng vu
mat tich thong thwong.”

“T6i chwa nghe ¢6 &y k€ minh c6 ngwei than nao nhw thé’” Yunsuke 1am
bam.

“Nhung gia dinh ciing khdng thira dau. Vay ti€p theo canh sat s€ lam gi?
Trudc tién, ho s€ tim dén ta't cd nhitng ngwoi lién quan dén c6 ta. Va mot
trong s6” d6 1a anh Namikishi. Bwdc dau, anh Namikishi d3 dong y che
gidu moi quan hé dac biét cda minh véi Takashina.”

Fujima nhéc lai cAu chuyén hai ngwdi ho dd néi & trong xe & to trede
mat moi nguoi.

“Nghia la d&n mot ldc nao do, anh Namikishi s€ phai thi nhan m&i quan



hé v&i Takashina, va thira nhén viéc ¢6 ta da d&€n h'o Himegami. Va treong
hop ching ta bi canh sat hdi cung gi dé, cling phai khai ra viéc chiing ta da
gip nguwoi phu ni tén Takashina Eriko tai ddy, 1an qud trinh moi ¢ ta & lai
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an to1.

Sekitani 13p lai ndi dung. “Va gitr nguyén quan di€m: khong bi€t gi vé
nhtrng viéc xdy ra sau d6.”

“Dung vay. Ai c6 y ki€n gi khac khong?”

Khong ai néi gi, vai ngudi lic dau.

“No6i di cling phai n6i lai, néu viéc cd ta dé€n diy khong 16 ra v&i canh
sat 1a Iy twdng nhat.” Fujima nhan xét.

“Xin héi...” Sakazaki Kimiko rut ré gio’ tay. “Vay chdng ta cir gitr im
lang cho dén khi bi canh sat hoi dé€n ding khong? Va khong can lam diéu
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gi héta?”

“C6 mudn noi gi?”’

“Vi du nhé, gia st ban tin trén TV dwa tin vé Takashina. N6i ring c6 gdi
nay bi mat tich, n€u ai biét thdong tin gi hay lién lac v&i d6n canh sat gan
nha't. Trong treong hop d6, néu ching ta khong lam gi thi chéng phai 1a
khong ty nhién sao?”

“Ra viy, néu sau d6 ho biét c6 ta dén day, thi chiing ta s€ bi nghi ngo,
ring tai sao biét chuyén ma khong bdo tin cho canh sit.” Fujima git gi.
“Chuyén do6 ciing can tinh dén.”

“OY vao tinh hudng d6, binh thwong ngwdi ta ¢6 lién lac v&i canh sat
khong nhi?” Sekitani nghiéng d4u. “T6i lai cho ring ngudi ta im ling vi s¢
lién luy cling khong phai chuyén la.”

“Nhung ma Takashina da xin c6ng ty cho nghi phép. Va né€u thoi sy dwa



tin canh sat dang di€u tra xem c6 ta da lIam gi vao ngay nghi dé, qua nhién
ching ta nén bdo cho cdnh sat. Vi sy that 1a ching ta da gédp c6 ta vao ngay
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do ma.”

Sekitani chi rén 1€n, nhw th€ ba't Iyc, khdng tim ra cdch nao phan bac lai
y ki€n cua Sakazaki Kimiko.

“Vay néu chiing ta néi ring khong biét ban tin d6 thi sao?” Sekitani
Yasuko thay ch'éng ddp trd. “C& coi nhw ching ta khong biét viéc
Takashina bi ma't tich di.”

“Tat cd moi nguoi w?” Chong cd ta hoi.

“Pung roi.”

“Khong dwoc, nhw thé” cang kha nghi. Chaamg 1€ ca tdm ngwoi ma khong
¢6 18y mot ngwoi xem ban tin d6.”

“Con thém thay Tsukumi ntra,” Yunsuke néi. “Khong loai trir kha ning
thay &y goi cho canh sat.”

Moi ngwoi sitng sdt nhin nhau nhw the’ da quén mat sy ton tai cia
Tsukumi.

“T6i hieu roi. Vay thé nay di.” Fujima dap hai tay 1én mét ban. Tat ca
moi ngwoi chdm chd nhin anh ta. “Gia s ban tin d6 dwoc phat trén TV. Ai
dé trong s6” ching ta da xem bén tin d6. Va nguoi d6 s€ ban voi moi nguoi,
ring c¢6 nén bdo cho canh sit biet viéc Takashina di d&n h'o Himegami
khong. Lic do, ching ta s€ tap trung lai that, va goi thay Tsukumi dén.”

Moi ngroi déu nhoai ngwei 1én nhw mudn hoi ti€p theo thi sao.

“Tuy nhi€n, anh Namikishi s€ khong c6 mat khi d6. bén day, dwong
nhién moi ngudi sé thic méc, rang canh st dd d&n chd anh Namikishi roi,

nén chang phai anh &y da néi cho ho r'o6i hay sao?”



“Dung nhw the".” Sekitani dap bang mot ti€ng xud6ng mdt ban.

“Vay ai s€ thay mat moi ngwoi nhi? A thoi, d€ t6i 1am cho, quyét dinh
vay nhé. T6i la ngwoi khoi mao ma. T6i s€ goi dién cho anh Namikishi. Va
hdi ring anh di néi v&i canh st chuyén Takashina d&n hd Himegami
chwa?”

“Vay t6i s€ trd 1o thé’ nao?” Yunsuke hoi.

“La da n6i r'oi. Peong nhién phai tra 101 nhw vay.”

“Vay nghia la t6i thanh ké n6i d6i a?”

“Anh khong mu6n a?”

“Khong, moi anh tiép tuc.”

“Nghe anh néi vy thi tdi hdi rdt binh thuwdng, ring tai sao viéc d6
khong dwoe cong bo trén ban tin? Hay canh sit ém nhem thdng tin v&i
truyén thong nhi? Va ciu tra loi cda anh Namikishi s€ 1a thé nay: ‘Toi
khong biét, chdc canh sat ¢6 cach nghi ctia ho...” Pai loai nhw vay daYy.”

“Qua4 xua't sac!” Sekitani trorn tron mét, dAp tay xudng ban. “Né&u thé thi
hop 1y dd’y. Chiing ta khong cin néi d&i ma chuyén van ém xudi.”

“Anh Fujima, anh viét ti€u thuyé&t dworc dd’y.” Sekitani Yasuko budng lovi
khen ngoi voi vé mat nghiém tuc.

“C6 giai doan anh mudn tré thanh bién kich nhi?” Fujima Kazue ng6i
bén canh len 1én nhin mat ch'dng.

“Nhung trong treong hop do, téi s€ bi canh sat thaim van chir?”

Fujima gat dau.

“Khong thé’ tranh dwoc diéu d6. Nhung anh c¢é 1y do chinh dang de€ che
gidu viéc ¢6 ta d&€n h'6 Himegami. Ma tdi ciing khong biét 1a dung tw

‘chinh dang’ c6 ding khong nwa.”



“N6i cach khéac, vi mudn che ddy m6i quan hé v&i ¢6 &y nén toi phai
gid’'u gi€m viéc c6 2y da dé€n h'6 Himegami.”

“Dung vay.”

“Nghe thi hop 1y nhung ma...” Yunsuke lic dau. “Né&u canh sit diéu tra
dén mirc d6 thi chic chén tdi sé& bi nghi ngd du tién. Khi tdi di nghi mat
cuing gia dinh va nguwdi quen, ¢d nhan tinh khong moi ma dén qua’y nhiéu.
Ching to6i cai va, téi noi khung 1én, gi€t chét cd ay. C6 vé ho s€ nghi cau
chuyén theo hwdng d6.”

“Cling dwgc chr sao. Du ho ¢6 nghi ra cdu chuyén nao, né cling khong
phai sy that. Chinh vi khong phai sy that nén canh sat khong thé ching
minh dwoc diéu gi. Cang khong thé nim dwoc chitng cit. Cho nén anh hay
lac quan ring khong doi ndo canh sit tiép can cau chuyén that sy. B&i 1€ ai
ma nghi riang ta't cd chiing ta 1a dong pham. Va chtrng nio ho khdng nghi
chung ta la dong pham, vu an Ian nay cing khong dwgrc hinh thanh.”

Yunsuke khong phan bac dwgc nra, anh nhin Minako dang nghét mat ra
bén canh. Dwong nhw doén ra cdi nhin ctia anh, c6 cling ngang 1én nhin lai,
nhung tuyét nhién im ldng.

“Nhuwng ddy 1a tinh hu6ng xau nha't.” Fujima trdn an moi ngwoi. “Nhuw
t6i dd ndi lic dau, tdt nha't 1a viéc cd ta d&n day vinh vién khong bj canh sat
phat hién. T61 doan x4c sua't do cao day.”

“Pugc the thi con gi bang.” Sekitani buong 1o cdm than. “Béi trong
treong hop d6, ching ta khong céan lam gi hét.”

“Nhung van phai lién lac v&i nhau mot cdch bi mat chir.” Sakazaki
Kimiko néi bing giong diéu dit khodt. “Nhw cAu chuyén vira néu & trén,
trong treong hop ban tin dwore phat trén TV, cling phai quy€t dinh xem khi

nao moi ngwoi tap trung lai d€ ban bac v&i nhau.”



“Pwrong nhién phai lam viéc d6 r'6i.” Fujima lon ti€ng. “Ching ta khong
duoc lo 1 canh gidc cho d&n khi vu mat tich d6 chim xudng. A khong...”
Anh ta lic dau. “Ching ta khdng dwoc mat canh gide vdi bat k& diéu gi
lién quan dén vu 4n nay.”

“Oi, hét van dé nay d&n van @@ kia, cit d6n dap d6 vé nhw thic lii the’
nay.” Sekitani Yasuko xoa vao hai cdnh tay minh. “Khong chic 12 em nhé
dwoc hét ngan &y. Anh d€y em nhé, néu thd’y em so sdy thi phai nhic ngay
day!”

“Chwa gi em da n6i may loi khdng dang tin r'oi, ding néi vay chi!”

“Khong sao dau. Khong c6 nhiéu phan doan Yasuko phai néi d6i dén
thé”. N&u moi chuyén trét lot, ¢6 tham chi khong can phai lam gi.”

Puoc 1o dong vién cia Fujima, cd ta m&i thd phao nhe nhdm. “Toi
cling chi cau dwgrc nhw the".”

“C6 tung &y viéc can quy€t dinh thdi nhi, con ai ¢6 cau hdi hay bin
khoan diéu gi ntra khong?”” Fujima cham rai nhin [an lwgt mat moi ngwoi.

Sakazaki ryt ré gio’ tay, phd vo' sy im ldng bao trum.

“Chéc cdi x4c Ay khdng bj tim th'y dau nhi?”

Sekitani khoanh tay, hing giong. Anh ta 1am vé mit ngdn ngam.

“Chi c6 th€' n6i la ching t6i da van dung hét kha nang d€ cdi xac khong
bi tim ra,” Fujima dap.

“Nhung ma bén trong xac chét cé khi ga, va néu xdc ngdm trong nuwoc
thi d€n ldc nao d6 no sé ndi 1€n ding khong?”

“Do6 cung la diéu ma anh Namikishi lo ngai. Cho nén chung téi da suy
nghi ki cang va bd bao cong stec d€ xw 1y tha'u ddo.”

“Nhwng ma...”



“Gio anh néi chuyén dé thi ciing c¢6 thay doi dwoc gi dau.” Sekitani
nhanh nhau néi, mdt anh ta nhan nhé. “Pén bwdc dwong nay roéi thi khong
the lam gi ntra. Chi c6 th€ ciu troi khan phat d€ cai xdc khdng bi phat hién
thoi.”

“Thi th€, du gi t6i cling khong ¢6 mat & dé nén khong tranh khoi ban
khoan, a khong, moi ngwoi ding hi€u nham, dwong nhién téi nghi 1a moi
ngudi da vit 6¢ suy nghi roi.”

“Cho nén anh chi c6 th€ tin vao chiing t6i thoi. Chic anh Sakazaki khong
hi€u dwgc dau. Ching tdi da phai bo ra rat nhiéu cong strc dd’y. The xéac
mét moi, con tinh théan thi réu rd.” Sekitani n6i ma khdng nhin Sakazaki,
dén day anh ta lai bon chon nhw th€ nghi ra di€u gi d6. “T6i thi da danh.
Nhung diéu do chfmg tha&'m thdp gi so v&i sy gian trudn ma anh Fujima hay
anh Yunsuke trdi qua khi hoan thién k& hoach dén buwdc cudi cung dau.”

Sakazaki git ddu, khdng y kién gi nira. Anh ta co tay vao dwdi mii.

“Nudc & gitra cdi h'd &y sau 1dm.” Fujima ¢d tran an. “Nguoi ta néi chd
sau nha't h'6 khoang hai mwoi mét co. Chi it khong c6 chuyén cdi xac bi
cudn di chd khac hay bj 10 ra dau. Va t6i cling chwa tirng nghe céi h'6 d6 bi
can nwoc.”

“Néu vay thi khong sao.” Sakazaki ddp lai bang giong 1{ nhi.

“Xin héi...” Lan nay t&i phién vor anh ta m& miéng. “Bon tré s€ lam thé’
nao doi voi canh sat a?”

Moi ngudi dong loat nhin o ta. Vai ngudi c6 vé dang cing thing nin
tho.

“S€ lam thé nao la sao nhi?” Fujima cwoi trur.

“Trong tredng hop canh sdt biét viéc Takashina dén ddy, ching phai ho



cling s€ hdi bon tré thong tin sao? P&n lic d6, ching ta s€ xw tri thé" nao?”

“C6 van dé gi dau.” Sekitani Yasuko tiec toc tra loi. “Mot ngeoi phu nie
khong quen biét da dén day lic moi ngwoi dang ding bira tdi, lam sao ma
bi€t ngwoi d6 thé nao. Tra 1oi nhw thé 1a dwore nhi.”

Chdng c6 ta va Fujima Kazue git dau.

“Néu chi ¢6 thé thi tdt, sor lai ¢6 dra tré nao trong tha’y, hay nghe tha’y
diéu gi va 1o m'6m néi v&i canh sat thoi.”

Sau mot h'6i ngdm nghi, Fujima dot nhién lam diéu bd sing sot. “Ding
roi, chuyén do ciing cé thé xay ra.”

Moi nguwoi nhin anh ta.

“Tém lai 1a th€ nay. C6 s¢ bon tré bi€t dieu gi dé ba't lgi cho ching ta,
gid nhw dira nao d6 da chirng ki€n mdt cong doan trong qua trinh phi tang
cdi xac. Ptra tré d6 lai khong hi€u ching t6i dang lam gi, va v6 tinh tiét 16
diéu d6 v&i canh sat, rang t6i d6 nhin thA'y ma’y 6ng bd ra ngoai bang 6 to.
Kimiko, y cd la th&" phai khong?” Khong dgi Kimiko trd 1o, Fujima da
nhanh nhau néi ti€p. “Nhung khong doi nao ching trong thd’y viéc lam cuia
ching t61 dau.”

Khée miéng dang ma’p mdy ctia Kimiko khyng lai gidy lat r'oi gat dau.

“Vang, y toi l1a vay. To6i nghi 1a phai tinh todn cd chuyén dé ntra. Vi tré
con hay v tinh biét nhirng chuyén ma bd me chiing khong ngo dén, truedc
khi chang ta kip nhéan ra.”

“Nhwng viéc tdi qua c6 1€ ching khdng bi€t dau nhi?” Fujima Kazue dat
ra thic méc & cudi cau. “Nira dém ma. Lai con cdch xa biét thy ding d6.”

“Y ¢b &Yy 1a c¢an xét dén tat ca cac kha ning c6 th€ xdy ra.” Anh mét

Fujima tré nén sic lanh. “Con em thi suy nghi qud nong can.”



Kazue ngac nhién nhin ch'dng, thd'y anh ta trirng mét thi im bit.

“C6 khi nao canh sat hoi dé€n bon tré khong?” Minako thi thdm bang
quo'.

“Vay ctr cho 1a ho s€ hai di. Cling ¢in gia dinh chuyén dé trong treong
hop canh sdt nim dworc viec Takashina Eriko tirng d&n ddy,” Fujima ddp.

“Vay a?” Sekitani chép miéng. “Tdi hi€u roi. C6 1€ khong dé dau. Co
cach gi d€ xac dinh xem bon tré nhin thdy, hay nghe thdy di€u gi khéc la
khong?”

“Hay la lam theo cdch nay,” Yunsuke ndéi. “Mdi nha vé hdi con minh,
ring budi 67 hdm qua chiing d lam nhitng gi. C& gdng hdi that chi tiét.
Bing cich d6, chiing ta s& xdc dinh dwoc ching cé biét diéu gi nguy hi€m
khong.”

Nhung Fujima phan d6i y kién nay ngay tirc khic. “Khong dworc, lam
thé khong on dau.”

“Tai sao?”

“Tré con ¢6 khuynh hwdng nhé nhirng diéu la. Néu dot nhién bi b6 me
hdi mot cau la ling nhu thé, chic chén s& d€ lai 4n twong cho ching. The
thi lai phan tac dung. Va lai, héi nhw anh Namikishi ra't kho. Cé khac nao
héi chiing 1a t61 qua c6 nhin thdy gi la khong dau.”

“Thi diing 1a th&". Anh Sekitani ciing bdo 1a khong dé ma.”

“To1 khong khaamg dinh nhé. Chi néi c6 1€ thdi.”

“Gi0ng nhau ca. Vi anh ciing suy tinh ta't ca cdc kha nang ma.”

Dwong nhe khong tim ra loi nao d€ phan bién, Sekitani ngdm miéng
quay mat sang bén canh.

“Di nhién canh sat khong ti€p cén bon tré la t6t nha't. Nhwng néu ching



ta da 1am dd moi cach roi ma van khong tranh dworc tinh hudng 4y, thi chi
con nudc bé me cling ¢6 mit & do, d€ trong chung bon tré khong néi niang
lung tung ma th6i.” Mat Fujima nhén nho.

“Nhung 1o’ chiing néi ra thi...”

“Nay anh...” Minako dit tay 1én d4u g&i Yunsuke. “Pé&n lic d6 héng
hay. Em chuan bi tinh than ro6i.”

“Em thi hay roi.”

“Ma anh Namikishi nay, d€ mot thoi gian nira méi ban dén viéc nay c6
dwoc khdong? Gio’ ching ta cling chwa bi€t ¢ dira tré nao phat hién ra diéu
gi hay khong, va lai t6i nghi n€u canh sat c6 hdéi dén bon tré thi cling phai
vao thoi di€m cudi cling.”

“Ping vay, chwa dén ldc phai cudng lén dau.” Sekitani d6ng tinh v&i
Fujima. “Ching ta vin con thoi gian.”

Khong con nguwoi nao dwa ra y ki€n phan doi. Nguoi ban dau khdi
xuwong cau chuyén l1a Sakazaki Kimiko cling da gat ddu tan thanh.

“Moi nguroi tha'y On la dugrc,” Yunsuke noi.

Tranh luin da ngung lai, sau d6 khong cé y ki€n nao dugrc dwa ra nira.

“T61 nay ban dén day thoi.” Fujima néi. “Né&u c6 chuyén gi, moi ngwoi
s€ lai tap trung d€ ban ti€p.”

“Met that da’y.” Sekitani dirng ddy, dudi nguwoti, di vE bép. Anh ta mé th
lanh, 1%y bia ra.

“Chtic ngd ngon.” Moi nguoi trao nhau loi chao. Yunsuke di vé phia
ctra. Nhung anh d dirng bude trede d6. Anh ddn mét nhin bdn bitc tranh &
trén twong. Nhirng birc tranh vé phong canh quanh diy. Dwdi mdi birc déu

ghi tén nguwoi v€. Blrc bén phai hang dwdi 1a cua Shota.



“Veé dep qud!” Yunsuke lam bam. Trong birc tranh, Shota vé biét thy nay.
Nhirng chiéc xe 6 td ddu & bai d6 xe ciing dwoe khic hoa chin chu. Tat cd &
t0 quay mdt veé phia bi€t thy.

“Pay 1a mot trong s6 bai tdp he cta bon tré.” Minako dang sau noi.

Quay vé phong, Minako bit dau thay quan d4o0. Con Yunsuke van ngdi yén
vi trén cai ghé& dat tredre ban.

“Anh khong thay d6 a?” Minako hoéi, c6 cudn tron nguoi trén giwong
trong bd pijama.

“Anh khong budn ngt. Khong hi€u nhirng ngwoi khic ¢6 nga dwoc
khong nhi?”

“Pém qua em ciing khong chop mét.”

“Anh cling vay, nén gio’ dau dau qua. Ma khong ¢6 vé gi sé ngt dwocc.”

“C6 khi em ciing khong ngt dwoc dau. Nhwng ma ¢6 thire thi cling danh
chiu.”

“Byc that, bi€t th¢” mang chai whisky theo. Udng bia thi khong say
dwoee.” Anh nhin cdi tdi du lich cia minh, roi dap tay 1én dau gdi. “A phai
r6i, di mua la dwore. Gan ddy chic phai cé ctra hang tién loi chi.”

“Pi tim chéc c¢6 da’y.” Minako tré minh, quay leng vé phia Yunsuke.

Anh ngdm cdi chiin 16ng vii pht 1én dwdng cong trén co the clia vor mot

ldc 1au. Sau d6 anh dirng day, nhét chia khéa 6 t6 vao trong tdi quan.



“Anh di ludn dd’y 47 Minako hoi, mit c¢6 van quay vao twong.

“r

“Anh di can than.”

Yunsuke dit tay 1én cdi nim ctra. Trwdc khi mé cra, anh hdi vor.

“Fujima da thuy&t phuc vor chong Sakazaki bang cich ndo nhi? Tay
Sakazaki d6 da kich dong dén thé’, ma gio dé bdo dén la.”

“Ch4c 12 kién nhn néi cho d&n khi thuy&t phuc dwoc anh Ay méi thoi.”
Giong cd ngic ngtr.

“Nhung ma trude d6, Sakazaki khong c6 vé gi chiu ling tai nghe c3.”

Minako khong trd loi ngay. Co khyng lai choc 1at, roi néi, “Anh c6 hoi
thi em cling khong bi€t dau.”

“Hdi em ciing bang thira nhi?” Yunsuke r&i phong.

Anh ghé qua phong Fujima, go ctra. C6 ti€ng trd 1o ngay sau d6, Fujima
m¢ ctra. Anh ta ciing chwa thay d6. “C6 chuyén gi thé?”

“T6i dinh ra ctra hang tién lgi mot chit. Anh cho téi mwon chia khoda
ctra sanh dwoc khong?”

“A, anh di mua regu hay gi?”

“Vang. T6i dinh the".”

“Anh ctt di ludn di. Pang nao chiing t6i van thirc nén chwa khéa ctra.”

“Vay a?”

“Vang, anh can than nhé.”

“A, anh Fujima nay.” Yunsuke voi vang néi, nhv s¢* Fujima déng cira
ngay. “Anh da dung cach gi d€ thuyét phuc dwgc v ch'ong Sakazaki vay?”

“Cung khong c6 ti€u xao gi dau.” Fujima néi. “N6i that thi, t6i chi



truyén dat lai y nguyén suy nghi cta ching ta th6i, khong thém bot gi.
Sakazaki cting khong phai ké ngd'c, nén da hi€u cho ching ta.”

“Ra vay.”

“Vay toi xin phép.” Fujima ndi r'oi déng canh ctra lai.

Yunsuke r¢i khu biét thy bing xe 6 t6, nhwng tim mdi mét khong thay
ctra hang tién loi ndo. A, ciing c6 ddy, nhung cé vé khong mé cira hai
muoi tw gio mot ngay nhw thanh phd’.

Vwra li xe, anh vira bép vai, thi thoang lai doi tay ¢cam vo6-lang, xoa tw
khop vai xudng canh tay phai. Khdp kéu luc khuc. Xoay ¢6 sang hai bén,
cO cling phat ra ti€ng.

Chay xe d&n tan chd chuyén lan trén dwong cao td'c, cudi cling cling tim
tha’y ctra hang tién l¢ii. May cho anh, trong dé ¢6 ban regru. Anh nhét reou
bourbon, banh mi kep, mua thém thudc 14.

Lidc rat vi ra d€ thanh todn, anh cham tay vao thr gi d6 trong tdi 4o
khodc. Bé 1a xap anh anh tim tha’y trong can hd cta Eriko.

Mua d6 xong, anh quay lai xe, bat dong co. Nhung chwa vdi phong di
ngay, ma bat déen bén trong xe 1€n.

Yunsuke 16i x4 anh ra, ti mi quan sat tng birc anh. Ba birc anh dau tién
chup lic Minako di vao nha Fujima. Vai birc anh khac chup vor chong
Sekitani va Sakazaki. Ho cling di vao nha Fujima sau d6. Va birc anh chi ¢6
Minako di ra khéi d6. R'6i anh chup Minako tat vao si€u thi.

C6 ca anh Tsukumi. Chyp lic anh ta bwde ra khéi trung tdm luyén thi.
Hay canh anh ta di vao quan ca ph€. Thém anh chyp bén trong quan.
Tsukumi gdp mot phu nir. Mat ngwoi phu nir dwore chup nghiéng. Ngwoi

phu ntt khdong phdi Minako, Fujima Kazue hay Sekitani Yasuko, cang



khong phai Sakazaki Kimiko. Pd tu6i ngwoi d6 doan chung chwa dén ba
muo'i.

Anh chuy&n sang boi canh khdc, chup canh bén trong mot quan in gia
dinh. C6 Tsukumi, ngwoi phu nir ban nay va thém mot ngwoi dan 6ng nira.
Nguwoi dan 6ng nay khong phai Fujima, Sekitani hay Sakazaki. Anh ta trung
tudi, to béo, co b6n muoi lam. TA'm Iwng tron 15n mau xam, mai téc mong
€ ngoi 1éch bay ba.

Ciing ¢6 anh Minako & d6. Bon nguoi dang cwoi néi vui vé.

NOt bire anh d6 1a hét.

Yunsuke ci't lai xap anh vao trong tdi, réi phéng xe di. Tw d6 vé dén
khu biét thy mat khoang bdn mwoi phit. Thanh th, anh mat hon mot
tieng dong h'é cho viéc mua do.

Lic quay vé biét thy, anh thdy dnh sang lot ra ti bén trong. C6 vé anh
sang d6 trong phong khach. Yunsuke kéo canh ctra sanh ra vao, nhung né
da bj khéa. Anh toan bAm chudng, roi ddi y, bat dau di men theo bo twong
bao quanh can nha.

Ngay treedrc khi dé€n gan phong khach, anh loang thodng nghe thd’y ti€ng
ndi, nén voi vang dung buwde. Anh ndp trong géc toa nha, len 1én nhom vao
bén trong.

Canh ctra kinh cta phong khach dang m&, mot ngwoi dan 6ng va mot
ngwoi phu nir ng'di canh nhau. La Sekitani va Fujima Kazue. Hai nguoi d6
dinh chat ngwoi vao nhau, tay Sekitani con vong ra dm eo Kazue.

Yunsuke chidm rai quay lai. Bud'c d€n sanh ra vao, roi bAm chudng. Mot
loang sau, tr b dam thoai vang 1én giong dan 6ng, “Vang.”

“Xin 161, toi Namikishi day.”



“A, vang, vang.” D6 1a giong ctia Fujima.

Ti€ng lach cach m& khéa, ctra dwgrc mé ra. Fujima 16 mat. “Anh da veé
da’y a? Cé tim duorc cira hang nao khong?”

“Toi phai di dén tin chd chuyén nhanh cia dwong cao to'c méi ¢6.”

“Ciing phai thdi, mudn th& nay ma.”

Budc vao nha, Yunsuke nhin bén trong. Ctra phong khdch vin dang mé:.
Anh th@y mat Sakazaki.

“Moi nguoi déu thire a?”” Anh héi Fujima.

“Qua nhién khong ai ngi dwgrc ca. Nén thanh ra tu tap thé nay.”

Khéa ctra xong, Fujima di d&€n phong khach. Yunsuke cling di theo sau.

Sekitani va Fujima Kazue da quay vao bén trong phong. Ngoai ho va
Sakazaki, con c6 Sekitani Yasuko. Yunsuke Ian Iwgt nhin méat bon ho.

“Co chuyén gi sao?” Sekitani Yasuko nghiéng dau.

“Khong, khong c6 chuyén gi ca.”

“Anh c6 tim thdy the gi hay ho khong?” Sekitani nhin cdi tdi Yunsuke
cam trén tay va hoi.

“Cing khong c6 gi d€ mua ca. Nén tdi chi mua regru bourbon, banh mi
kep thoi.”

“Ra vay, binh thwong t6i hay dem theo rwou brandy day, nhung trong
chuyén di nay chi dworec phép mang bia thoi, nén t6i m&i khong mang
reou.”

“Vay anh cuing udng v&i toi nhé!”

“A khong, toi xin phép. Téi ma khong nga dang hoang thi ngwdi khong
¢ ti strc nao ca.” Sekitani quay vé phia vo. “Vay, 1én nghi thdi em.”

“Vang.” Sekitani Yasuko git dau. Vo ch'dng ho chao moi nguoi, roi ra



khdi phong khach.

“Anh Namikishi, anh dinh u6ng & phong nay a?”” Fujima hoi.

“Vang, to1 dang tinh the".”

“Vay anh cr dung phong nay cling dwore. Nhung nhé can than Ia da’y
nhé.”

“T6i bi€t roi. Cam on anh.”

Vo chdong Fujima ciing rdt khéi d6. Sakazaki ndi bwdc theo sau. Nhin
anh ta sip di, Yunsuke cit 101.

“A, anh Sakazaki nay, bwra tiéc l1a the¢' nao?”

“Brura tiéc w?”

“Vang. Bira tiéc anh nhic d&n ldc ching ta néi chuyén trong phong
Sekitani i. Bura ti€c d6 1a gi vay?”

“T6i da néi the"a?”

“Anh da n6i ma.”

Sakazaki nhe nhang m& miéng, di chuyén trong den cia mét sang bén
phai, roi xudng dudi. O ding sau, Fujima chiim chd quan sdt nhdt ct nhat
ddng cua bon ho.

“A, viéc d6 1 ha?” Anh mét Sakazaki chuyén hwéng va dirng lai trén mit
Yunsuke. “Ciing khong cé y nghia déc biét nao ca. La bwra tiéc karaoke aYy.
Vi moi ngwoi déu thich karaoke, nén tdi nghi ho da to chirc bira tiéc d6.”

“Karaoke a? Nhung may moc d€ hat thi 18y & dau ra?”

“Dung mamekara.” Fujima gai dau. “Xem nao, may cdi mdy moc trong
nhrr @6 choi ma dem di dworc 1, nha tdi ¢ sén, trede day ciing t& chirc mot
Tan roi. Nhueng Tan nay lai khong mang di.”

“Mamekara a?” Sakazaki gai dau.



“Ngim ciling ding, anh Fujima khong doi nao lai mang miYy the do
trong chuy&n di nay dau. Xem ra tdi da suy dién lung tung r'oi.”

Thay Yunsuke im ldng r'di, Sakazaki m&i chdt lai, “Moi viéc 1a thé
da’y,” roi roi phong khach.

Pirng bén canh ctra, Fujima nhin xody sdu gwong mat Yunsuke. “Anh
con viéc gi nira khong?”

“Khong.”

“Vay anh ciing nén chop mit mot chiit di!” Fujima néi réi quay got.

Trong phong khach khong con ai, Yunsuke udng bourbon, an banh mi

kep. Thi thoang, anh nhin xap anh kia.

“Anh Namikishi, anh Namikishi o1, troi sang r'6i.”

Bi lay vao ngudi khién Yunsuke choang tinh. Anh dang ndm trén cdi ghé&’
dai & phong khach. C6 vé Sakazaki Kimiko da lay anh day.

“Hinh nhw t6i ngt quén mat.” Anh chdm rai ng6i day, nhin xung quanh.
Van chwa ¢6 ngueoi nao khdc & day.

“Qi tri. Sao anh lai ngi & ddy? Anh c6 bj cam khong?”

“Toi van On. MA’y gior r'oi nhi?”

“Hon bay gio roi.”

Ao khodc ctia Yunsuke roi dudi chan. Kimiko nhit né 1én. Khi &y, xap

anh trong tdi 4o roi xuéng san nha. “A!” Co thot Ién, ban tay toan nhat



ching 1én bdng khung lai.

Yunsuke da v&i tay nhét anh 1én. Mat Kimiko danh lai.

“C0 khong hdi toi day la anh gi a?”

“Pay la anh gi vay?”

“T6i cling khong 16 ntra. B&i ngwoi chup chiing khdng phai t6i.” Trudc
mat Kimiko, Yunsuke xem twng birc anh. Nhwng cd khoéng bu'én nhin
chiing. “Eriko da chup nhitng birc anh nay.”

Kimiko ngang mat l1&n. “Tai sao ngwoi d6 lam vay?”

“Trwdc khi trd 1oi cdu hdi d6, tdi mudén cb6 ndi cho tdi bi€t phén ti€p
theo cua cau chuyén hom qua. C6 da biao nhitng nguoi d6 khong binh
thwong, roi that 1ong khong mu6n qua lai véi ho. Biéu ¢6 ndi ¢6 y gi?”

“Viéc do da...” Kimiko nhanh chéan chui vao trong can bép.

Yunsuke ding ddy theo, chia xdp anh qua chiéc ban quay cho ¢6 xem.
“Trong nay hdu nhw ¢6 anh cia nhitng nguoi & diy. C6 vé ho tap trung lai
d€ lam viéc gi d6. Nhung c¢6 khong xud't hién 14y mot Ian trong nhirng birc
anh nay. Tai sao lai nhw vay?”

“T61 khong bi€t.”

“Kimiko, da c6 chuyén gi vay? Chealng phdi hdm qua c6 chd dong bit
chuyén voi téi sao? Nhung dé€n hém nay sao ¢6 lang tranh nhw vay?”

“T6i khong lang tranh gi hét.” Kimiko dat cai chao Ién bép, bat Itra. R'6i
m¢ tu lanh, nhin bén trong tad.

Mit Yunsuke nhin trirng trirng vao tAm lung co, sau d6 dju giong néi,
“Hay la c6 da bj Fujima nhic nh?”

Poi vai Kimiko bdng git nay 1én. “Y anh la sao?”

“To1 thay ra't ky quac. Ban dau, chong c6 hoan toan khong c6 ¥ dinh



bao che cho Minako. Anh &y khéng mudn dinh liu t&i vu dn. Thé nhung
sau khi néi chuyén v&i nhém Fujima, thai do cia anh &y da hoan toan thay
d6i. Chuyén d6 qua that khong binh thwong.”

“Po6 1a vi lic dau ch'ong t6i qua kich dong nén khdng th€ dwa ra phan
dodn ding dén.”

“Lura chon ban d4u ctia ch'ong c6 mé&i 1a diing dan. Khong mudn hop tdc
lam nhirng viéc d6 la cach nghi binh thwong. Nghi mot cach khach quan,
Fujima va dam ngwoi d6 méi la ky quac.”

Kimiko dong t lanh, cudi cung cling chiu quay dau lai. GO ma cd tng

ong.

“Anh Namikishi n6i thé” con ky quac hon. Moi nguoi, k€' ca toi, déu yéu
quy Minako, cho nén khdng ai mudn cd Ay bi bit vdi toi danh giét ngudi
ca. Anh Namikishi khong nghi thé a?”

“Van dé khong phai ¢ do.”

Co ti€ng buwde chan vong dén. Yunsuke voi roi khodi ban quiy. Minako
di vao phong.

“Anh ¢6 ngu dwoc khong?”

“Hinh nhw anh da nga & day.”

“Vay a?” Minako nhin chai bourbon dit trén ban, r'oi di ra bép. “Xin 16i
nhé Kimiko, d€’ t6i giip c6 mot tay.”

Vo chdng Fujima di vao. “Moi ngwoi ddy som thé! Hay la khéng ngu
dwoc?”

“Ciing dai loai the"”

Yunsuke cam chai bourbon, bwdc ra ngoai. Trén hanh lang, anh di lwdt

qua vo ch'dng Sekitani. Ho cti dau chao nhau, nhwng tuyét nhién khong néi



loi nao.

Quay vé phong, anh thay quan 4o, mic 4o polo va quéan chino. R'i van
nguyén bd dang d6, d0 ngwoi xudng giwong. Tw thé lic &y lam cho cai
givong x€ dich mot chuit.

Nam th&¢ dwgre mot liic, anh nhdm ddy, ng'di 1én mép giwdng. P'ong h'o
cho biét ldc Ay la hon bay gio’ ba muoi phiit. Anh dirng déy, 18y d6 dung
vé sinh c4 nhan & trong tdi ra. Liic djnh roi phong, ddp vao mét anh 1a thix
g1 do trén san nha. Anh ltén ngoi thup xudng.

Chiéc giwvong bi x€ dich khoéi vi tri ban dau, anh trong thdy ddu chan
hién 16 nét trén tham. Xung quanh dau chan d6 dinh nhirng vét mau do.

Yunsuke nhan mat.

Pirng tred'c ban quay, canh tay dang dwa vién thudc da day 1én miéng
chuah bj udng ctia Fujima bdng khyng lai.

“Anh nhu th& 2?”

“Vang.” Sakazaki Kimiko gat dau. “Hinh nhw anh ta gitr trong tay kha
nhié€u anh.”

“Anh ta da tim thdy trong phong cua Takashina Eriko chang?” Fujima
chép miéng. “Va c6 vé sé khong hé ring néi chuyén dé véi ching ta.”

“C6 canh nao khong hay bi chup lai khdong?” Sekitani bén canh ndi.

“Gia st ¢6 bi chup lai di chang nwra thi cling khong phan doan dwoc gi
dau. Nhung chéc 12 anh ta dd nhan ra diéu gi dé ky la.” Fujima nhin
Kimiko. “Lic dwa anh cho ¢6 xem, anh ta n6i gi vay?”

“‘Co6 nghi tai sao chi ¢6 minh ¢d khong ¢4 mit trong anh?’”
ghi ta g : g



Cau tra lovi cua Kimiko khi€n gwong maét Sekitani 16 16 vé kho chiu, anh
ta quay mat sang bén canh, roi gai toc.

“Con gi nira khong?” Fujima hoi.

“Chi c6 vay thoi.”

“Sao nhin thd’y &nh moi nguwoi tdp trung & nha to6i, ma anh ta lai nghi ra
ciu hdi d6 nhi? Kimiko, c6 da néi gi v&i anh ta?”

“Khong néi gi hét.” Kimiko lic dau.

“That chx? C6 ma khong néi that 1a 1am khé cho ching t6i day.”

“T61 khong ndéi gi that ma.”

Fujima nhin chim chdm vao mit c6 mot lic. Kimiko ciing nhin ddi lai,
nhu th€ khong c6 y dinh trdnh né 4nh mét d6. C4i nhin ctia co6 budc anh ta
phai nhin ra hwéng khéc, anh ta danh tho dai.

“Thoi bd di, n€u chi ¢6 the thi nghia l1a anh ta chwa nhan ra diéu gi dau.”

“Nhung anh ta dang nghi ngo. C6 vé anh ta thay la vi nguoi trong nhém
ching ta dot ngot thay doi thai do nhw vay.”

“Viéc do thi chju thoi. Chuing ta khong the' lam gi dworc.”

“Nhung anh ta qua la ky quic. Moi ngwoi thi dang c¢6 stiec bao vé
Minako, ding 1€ thdy diéu d6, anh ta phai ngoan ngoan ngdi yén chi.”
Sekitani chdng khuyu tay 1én ban quay. “Pa vay, vu an [4an nay khédi nguon
ttr sw cai va cda hai ngwoi phu nit do sy ngoai tinh cfia anh ta. Hanh dong
ctia anh ta dang chirng minh ring anh ta rd't yéu ngwdi phu nit d6, cho nén
moi lwong Iy khdng mudn gidp Minako.”

“Co6 vé trong suy nghi cda anh ta, viéc ching ta bao che cho Minako m&i
la ky quac.”

“Huw, chac tie dau anh ta da canh canh trong long viéc d6.” Fujima ndi.



“Trén dwong dén nha Takashina Eriko ngay hom qua, anh ta cing ham y do
xét. Hon ntra, anh ta dwong nhw nghi ngo' mdi quan hé gitta Minako v&i
toi. The nén t6i da ding cdch néi 1ap 1o nwde doi, khong khiang dinh, ciing
khong phu dinh d€ dap lai, nhwng chgng c6 tac dung gi thi phai.”

“Sao anh lai dung cach néi d6?” Sekitani hoi.

“Vi anh ta mong cho cdch gidi thich d6 chit sao nita, ring toi cé tinh y
voi Minako nén méi gidp cd dy, nén tdi cho anh ta toai nguyén. B&i t6i
nghi ddng nao anh ta cling khdng yéu Minako.”

“Hén chi. Nhwng tai sao cach d6 khong thuyét phuc dwoc anh ta nhi?”

“Vi nguoi d6 c6 triee gide sdc bén.” Minako néi vong ra tir bé&p. “Thong
minh ntra.”

“Cé6 vé nhw vay. Nhung ching ta vAn phai gidu viéc d6 bing moi gid.”

Fujima vwa dat loi, ti€ng chudng ctra vang 1én. Pam phu ntr trong bép
ti€p tuc nd'u nwdng. Sekitani rovi ban quay.

“Bon tré d&n roi thi phadi. Moi nguoi, nhd hanh x& nhw binh thwong
nhé!”

Moi nguoi dong loat gat dau.

Btra sang v&i mi spaghetti. B6" me va con minh tip trung lai an nhw moi
khi. Yunsuke ng6i do1 dién Shota, con Minako ng61 bén canh ciu bé.

“Hom qua bd ¢6 tim thay chd nao hay khong a?” Shota hdi.

46Hé?’7

“Chang phai hdm qua bd' di tim dia di€m d€’ lam tiéc nwdng sao a?”

“A, ding r'6i. B6" nghi 1a chi Fujima sé thong bdo v&i moi ngwoi sau



btra an.”

“Vang, chd do c6 cay khong a?”

“Cay u?”

“Vang. Con mudn lam bai tdp h¢ moén tha cong.”

“Cay thi chd nao ma chang c6 ha con.”

Minako lang 1€ ng'6i nghe cudc hoi thoai cua bd dwong va con trai.

Lic an xong, Fujima dirng day.

“Vay toi s€ n6i veé lich trinh cia ngay hom nay. Nhw da hwra tee dau,
chiéu nay nghi hoc. Chiing ta s& d&n h'6 Himegami, t0 chirc tiéc nwdng &
d6. Tré con hdy mang d6 choi di nhé.”

Cau bé Naoto, con trai Fujima, h'® héi dap nhe tay xuéng ban. Takuya,
con trai Sakazaki thi 1i nhi n61 vui qua. Riéng Sekitani Haruki va Shota hau
nhw khong thay doi bieu cam trén mat.

“Shota, con khong vui sao?” Minako hdi con trai. “Cudi cung cling c6
the€ vui choi ma.”

“Con vui chi.”

“Nhwng trong con khong c6 vé gi 1a vui ca.”

“Thi tai con dang dn ma.” Shota bd n6't chd mi spaghetti vao miéng. Sau
khi nudt né xudng bung, cau bé hoi bd, “Tai sao lai 1a h'é6 Himegami a?”

“0’, cai gi tai sao ha con?”

“Tai vi hdm qua b& da di cd quang dwong dai nhw vy d€ tim chd ma.
Vay sao k&t qua lai chon h'd6 Himegami & ngay gan day a?”

“Vi khong c6 chd nao td't hon con a.”

“Htr.” Shota ngdm dia mi spaghetti. Minako chim chd nhin bo dang dé.



Yunsuke nhin thd’y Tsukumi di ra veon. Anh 1ién dirng ddy, bd d& coc
ca phé con hon nira.

“Thay gido o1i!” Yunsuke ciing di ra veeon, goi Tsukumi.

Thay gido tré quay dau lai v&i v& mit bt ngo. “A, vang, anh goi tdi a?”

“ThéAy va't va roi. Xin 161 vi hdm qua t6i khong phu gitip thiy dwgc.”

“A, khong sao dau. Anh dirng ban tim. Thé sitc khde ciia vor anh t5t hon
chua, trong c6 A’y khdng hoat bat 1dm nhi.”

“Vi c6 2y hang hai qua mirc, nén méi mét pho. Khong phai do bénh
dau.”

“Thé thi tot qua.”

“Ping d6 thi sao? Viéc hoc van tién triéh t6t ch®?” Yunsuke cwdi niém
no.

“T6i nghi la thuan lgi. May dira tré kia gom cd Shota déu ti€p thu
nhanh.”

“Nghe thdy néi th€’, diu biét 1a phép lich s, t6i van tha'y yén tim.”

“T61 khong noéi the” vi phép lich sy dau.”

“A, nhan day t6i mudn hoi...” Yunsuke thi tham. “Gido vién cla trung
tam luyén thi, c6 nhi€éu ngwoi lam cong viéc ngoai, goi 1a hoat dong ngoai
trung tam aYy, giong nhw thay khong?”

“Y anh 12 1am thém ha?”

“A vang, néi tréng ra 1a nhw viy.”

Tsukumi cwoi nhan nho.

“Chéc ciling khong it du. Nhuwng quan trong hon muc dich kiém tién,
hau hét lam d€ nhan dwgc sy kinh trong.”

“Ho ¢6 gidi thiéu ngwoi khong nhi?”



“Gidi thiéu w?” Nét phan van hién trén gwong mat Tsukumi. “Q, y anh
la gidi thiéu ai?”

“Vi du gia sw hay ngwoi hwdng nghiép. Ha ha, ma t6i cling khong biét
c6 nguoi hwedng nghiép khong nira.”

Tsukumi khé kéu o mét ti€ng, r'oi khoanh tay lai.

“Du sao nhirng nguoi d6 ddi voi ching t6i cling 1la ddi tha canh tranh,
nén vé co ban s€ khong gidi thiéu dau. Ma tai sao anh lai héi viéc d6?”

“A, that ra thi ngudi quen cia tdi ¢6 con dang hoc ti€u hoc, va nguoi dé
héi tdi c6 bi€t gia sw nao tdt khong. Khi t6i bdo con minh dang hoc tai
trung tim, ngudi d6 bdo con anh ta hoc kém 1dm, d&n trung tim so lai
khong theo kip, nén chi muén hoc mot thdy mot tro thoi.”

Tsukumi ha to miéng, roi bat cuwoi.

“Vay nho anh gi¢i thiéu trung tAm cda ching tdi cho ngudi d6. Chd toi
noi ti€ng trong viéc dao tao tré ¢6 hoc lwe chénh 1éch. Thyce t€ thi tré con ¢6
nhiéu loai 14m.” Anh ta 14y tay che miéng r'oi ti€p tuc. “Loai hoc kém 1.

Khi Yunsuke lam diéu bd cwoi phd 1én, bdng tiéng goi “thay gido oi”
vang lén tir ddng sau. La Fujima.

“Bon tré sap stra...”

“A, diing r'6i. Vay xin phép anh Namikishi.” Tsukumi khé cti d4u, roi di
ve phia biét thy.

Nhin theo Tsukumi cho dén khi bong anh ta khua't hin trong do, Fujima
sot sing hoi, “Hai ngudi néi chuyén gi vay?”

“Ciing khong c6 gi,” Yunsuke néi. “Chuyén cia Shota va chuyén & trung
tam luyén thi. Du sao day cling 1a Tan dau tién t61 gap thay ay.”

“Anh khong hdi chuyén gi ky quac da'y chi?”



“Chuyén ky quac la gi?”

“La nhirng chuyén s€ d¢€'lai an twong. Hén anh cling bi€t r'oi, canh sat c6
the s€ dén gap thay Tsukumi. N&u ma d€ lai an twong ky quac cho thay ay
thi...”

Fujima chwa néi dit cau, Yunsuke da xua tay tredc mit.

“Chi 1a ma’y chuyén vo thwdng v phat thoi. Thé anh nghi con chuyén gi
nira? Hay anh cho ring t6i ¢ tinh néi nhitng chuyén ba't 1¢i cho ching ta?”

Yunsuke buwdrc di triedre khi Fujima kip néi diéu gi.

D4dm miy mdng vit ngang bau troi sudt budi sdng, d&n x& trwa thi tan &
dau d6. Muoi ba ngeoi, gom bon gia dinh cing mét thdy gido di bd dén
noi to chirc ti€c nwong bén bo h'd Himegami. Nguyén liéu va d6 udng
dworc mua & cira tiém doc con dwong dan ra h'o, vat dung d€ nwdng thi thué
& ctra hang cho thué bén canh.

“Nao, moi ngwoi dn nhiéu vao nhé! Takuya, con chuyén dia m&i cho
moi nguoi gidp bd". Thit con nhiéu ddy.” Ping an nglr trrdc tim nwdng la
Sakazaki. Pau anh ta quan khan mat, nwdng rau va thit khong ngoi tay, chi
thi thodng vwon tay v&i lon bia nhap mét ngum. Tsukumi phu nwdng do,
ma’y ba v ban niy con chd tdm chuan bi nguyén liéu, gio' dang say swa dn
cung 1 tré. Fujima hit thuéc & cach d6 khong xa.

Yunsuke ngdi 1én khic gb thay cho ghé’, tay ¢Am lon bia, ngdm nhin h'd.

Anh mit troi chéi chang khién anh khong thé nhin thing mit nwdc nén



phai deo kinh ram.

Sekitani dé€n bén canh anh. “Anh c6 dan khong?” Anh ta chia ra tii hat
kaki. Yunsuke néi “Moi anh” roi cam 18Y.

Sekitani ha giong, “Lam th€ nao ciing khong tha’y ngon miéng dwgrc.”
Anh ta cwoi nhat. “Anh Namikishi cling thé phai khong? Téi d€ y t ban
nay, anh hau nhur khong dong diia vao mi€ng thit nao.”

Yunsuke nhin chdm chim gwong mit d6i phwong qua kinh rAm, r'éi 1ap
tic dwa mét quay lai nhin mit h'd. Anh udng mot ngum bia. Bia da hét
lanh.

“Xin 101, toi bat lich sw r'6i.” Sekitani noi. “A ma, cai xdc dé & chd nio
vay?”

“Anh thdy chd hai chi€c thuyén dang boi canh nhau khong?” Yunsuke
chi tay vé phia trede. “Chié€c nao cling c¢6 ddi ¢6 cap, ngwoi phu nie trén
mdt chi€c thuyé€n méc do so-mi mau dd.”

“A, toi tha'y roi, tha'y roi.”

“T6i nghi 1a chd d6, ma ciling khong chic. Cam gidc vé khoang cich vao
ban ngay va ban dém ludn khac nhau, va lai, c¢6 khi géc dd nhin bay gio
cling khac vai ldc d6.”

“A, ding vay.” Sekitani bd dng nhom xudng. Sau khi ngim nghia mot
ldc thi 1am bam mot minh, “Né&u khong phong to 1€n nhin thi khong thay gi
dau,” roi dit dng nhom xudng bén canh.

“Anh Sekitani, anh hay di hat karaoke a?”

“Karaoke w? Khong, khong phai 1a t6i khong di, nhung c6 di thi cling
chi nhin moi ngwdi hdt thoi. Ma gan diy toi khong hay di 1am. T6i Ay, di

cung dam tré trung thi chi thdy lac 16ng, khéng c6 ngwoi cling tudi sé€



khong di ddu. A, nhung néu anh Namikishi muén di thi toi s& di cing.
Nhic m&i nhé, gan ddy ciing c6 may quin day. Quén karaoke Ay. Khong
hi€u c6 ai ntra mudn di khong nhi?”

Tha’y Sekitani quay ra ding sau, chuah bj goi ai d6, Yunsuke lién gitt vai
anh ta lai.

“Khong, khong phai toi ri moi ngwdi di dau. Chi 13 toi thic mic moi
ngwoi thwong giao Iwu thé nao thoi.”

“Anh néi th€'laco y gi?”

“Moi nguwoi hay tu tdp d€ ban vé chuyén hoc hanh, r'oi twong lai ctia bon
tré, ding khong? Vi du tép trung tai nha cta anh Fujima.” Yunsuke 1én nhin
Sekitani.

“A, & nha anh Fujima... Viéc d6 ciing thi thoang thoi. Khong d&n mirc
thuong xuyén dau.” Sekitani git d4u, r'oi lai lic dau va xua tay.

“T6i chi khong hi€u nhirng Tan tip trung &Yy, ngoai ndi chuyén vé bon
tré, moi ngwoi con lam gi khac ntra. Du sao diy ciling la Tan dau tién t6i
nhdp hdi, ma khong biét cdch moi ngwoi giao Iwu thé” nao khién tdi kho
tranh khoi ling ting.”

“Ha ha, ra vdy. Nhwng ching toi chealng lam gi dao to bda lon ca. Chi
udng tra va tan giu thoi.”

“Nghia 1a moi ngwoi khong hat karaoke a?”

“Ching t6i chwa ting lam thé&.” Sekitani van cO sang mdt bén xem
chung c6 vé kho hiéu.

“Vay u?” Yunsuke gat d4u, roi lai dwa mét nhin vé phia ho. Hai chiéc
thuyén anh nhin thd’y ban nay dang chéo vé hudong nguoc lai.

“Ma anh Namikishi nay...” Sekitani dwa mit sat vé phia Yunsuke. Anh



ta 1am diéu bo ngodi lai ding sau d€ ki€m tra, roi néi tiép. “To6i hiu cdm
giac cua anh, nhung t6i nghi anh nén coi day 12 mot noi d€ xdc lai tinh
théan.”

Yunsuke chdp mét, ngo' ngdc nhin ddi phrong. “Anh néi gi the?”

“Nguoi yéu, a khéng, nén goi la tinh nhan thi ding hon. Ma théi, goi
cach nao ciling nhw nhau. Tém lai, ngwei phu nir anh yéu da lia bd thé gian
ndy, viéc d6 doi véi anh han 12 mot cd soc. La dan 6ng v&i nhau, t6i dong
cam v&i anh, nhwng moi chuyén tuy thudc vao cach nghi. T6i khéng biét
anh chan thanh v&i cd ta d&€n dau, nhwng tdi doan dwoc k€t cuc cua moi
quan hé nay, dn mot ldc nao d6, anh ciing phai chia tay co ta thoi. B&i toi
khong nghi Minako s& dé dang chip thuin ly hon, di khdng mudn tranh cii
thi lai s¢’ ngwoi doi phan xét. So v&i viée 1am vao canh ngd bi tham, danh
mat ta't ca, co 1€ k€t cuc Ian nay chwa hin t¢ 1dm. Va lai, anh Namikishi
ndy, phu nit tot trén doi ndy con nhiéu 1dm. Riéng tdi khong phan trng cue
doan v&i viéc ngoai tinh. T6i coi d6 la chdt bdi tron d€ con nguoi tdn
hwdng cudc song, mic di toi khong ddm v ngwc noéi oang oang diéu do.
Thé nén chuyén anh c¢in lam bay gio l1a x6¢ lai tinh thdn. Quan trong la
nhirng chuyén tw gio’ tr¢ di co. Anh ¢6 dia vi xa hoi, c¢6 gia dinh. C6 th€
anh mudn rudng bo gia dinh d6, nhwng anh khong mu6n khi€n ho gip bat
hanh du nhi? Vi nhu Shota, anh ciing yéu thwong thing bé theo cich clia
minh dung khong?”

“Puwong nhién roi, nhung anh mudn no6i di€u gi?”

Vi 1& gi d6, Sekitani ngodi lai ding sau mot Tan nita xem c6 ai d€y
khong, ro1 noi tiep.

“T6i mudn ndi la cé nhi€u chuyén khong theé phan dinh rach roi, tém lai

ching ta chi con cach dong tdm hiép lwc d€ héa giadi cuc dién nay. Xem



nao, cé cau ‘virng nhw ban thach’ con gi. Nén ching ta phai doan két lai.”

“Anh dang no6i 1a t61 khong phan dinh rach roi1 a?”

“Khong, td6i khong biét nira. C6 vé anh dang chay ngwoc chay xubi, do
hdi moi ngudi, nén tdi twéng anh thdy gi dé6 vwedng méic.” Sekitani nhiit
mot hon da nhd dudi chian, ném né xudng h'6. Con séng nhd gon 1én, roi
bién ma't ngay tirc khic.

Yunsuke dwa mét nhin xa xim. Fujima nhin vé phia ho. Khi cham mit
Yunsuke, anh ta quay mat di, ti€p tuc di bd vé huwdng nguoc lai.

“Moi ngwoi than thiét that da’y.” Yunsuke noi, tay bop céi lon rong.

“Sao dot nhién anh lai ndi thé?”

“Tham gia chuy&n di ndy, tdi m&i cdm nhan siu sic diéu d6. Hi&ém khi
gdp dwore nhém nao gin k&t d&n vay. Binh thwong ngudi ta con & sau lung
ngang dwong nhau co.”

“Vi & day khong c6 ai nhu thé' cd, nén méi gin bé duorc téi gio.”

“Cé 18 vay...” Yunsuke nhin chim chdm gwong mit Sekitani. “Th& moi
ngwoi ¢6 ndy sinh tinh cdm nam nx khéng?”’

“Ha?” Sekitani mé to mit xem chirng hodng hdt, ngwdi anh ta ngira ra
ding sau.

Ping ldc &Yy, Shota twr phia sau di dén.

Yunsuke guong cwoi. “Cé chuyén gi thé con?”

“B& o1, trén lwng b6 ¢6 coOn trung nay.”

“That a, con bo ra gilip bo".”

“Véng, bo" dwng dong day.”

Shota dirng sau lwng Yunsuke. Sekitani thira dip d6 ma ding ddy, chu'on
khoi doé.



“Bo ra dworc chwa con?”

“Khong dwore roi, nd chay matron.”

“Con trung gi vay?”

“ffm, né to, den. Nhwng khong phai xén téc.”

“Hay la gian?”

“Khong phai a.”

“V€ birc tranh dd...” Yunsuke néi khi Shota dinh roi di.

“Tranh a?”

“Birc tranh ddn & birc twong trong biét thy i. Téi diy r'6i con mdi veé
ding khong?”

“Vang a.”

“Con v€ luc nao?”

“Hom kia a. Con v€ cluing cac ban vao buoi chiéu hom kia.”

“HOm kia a?”

“Co chuyén gi a?”

“Khong, khong cé gi dau. Ma sao con khong choi voi cac ban?”
Yunsuke nhin xung quanh. Anh th@y Sekitani Haruki dang ngdi choi tro
choi dién tr. Fujima Naoki thi & bén canh me. Khong thdy bong dang
Sakazaki Takuya dau.

“It nha't trong thoi gian choi...” Shota néi. “Khéi & cling ciing dworc.”

Yunsuke nhin mét con trai. Cu bé cii dau, budc di.

C6 vé tiéc nuwdng di két thdc, bdi moi ngwoi da bat dau don dep.
Yunsuke cling gitip mot tay.

Thay Sakazaki Kimiko & d6, nén anh héi con trai co ta dau.



“Hinh nhu chdng t6i din thing bé di cau roi. Xin 13i, chong tdi ching
do dan viéc gi.”

“CO ndi gi vay, anh Sakazaki nwdng thit cho moi ngwoi an ma, nén don
dep la viéc cua chiing t6i.” Sekitani cwoi noi.

Don dep xong xubi, twe ldc d6 dén truedre bira tdi 1a khodng thoii gian hoat
dong tw do. Mbi gia dinh ¢4 hoat dong riéng. Yunsuke nhin thdy Tsukumi,
1ién budc dén gan.

“Théy gido nay, t6i c6 chuyén mudn nho thay gidp.”

“Chuyén gi vay a?”

“Td61 muén muwon chia khéa ctia biét thy cho thué. Hom qua t6i khong
dén gitp dworc gi, ctr thé nay thi toi chéng con co’ hoi nao d€ dén xem biét
the d6 nwra.”

“Vay a? Hom nay dén phién tryc cua anh Fujima. Pwoc thdi.” Tsukumi
noi roi 12y chia khoa trong tui ra.

“Anh nay...” Sau khi Tsukumi roii khoi d6, Minako di vé phia Yunsuke.
“Lat nwra anh dinh lam gi?”

“Anh mudn ghé chd nay mot chit. Em va Shota ¢t 1am gi minh thich.”

“Anh mudn dé&n chd nao vay?”

“Em biét cling d€ lam gi dau.” Yunsuke budre di.

Minako chay chdm chdm dudi theo chong. Khi dén ngang v&i anh, cd
ndi nhd.

“Anh Fujima da dian phai han ch& hanh dong mdt minh r'6i ma. Khi canh
sat hoi vé hanh dong cua hom nay, cang it di€m ky la thi cang t6t.”

“Anh khong dinh lam gi ky la dau. Hon ntra, em d€ Shota mot minh ma

dwoc a?”



Nhuw th€ syc nhé ra, Minako kéu 1én mot ti€ng ngac nhién, r'oi quay lai.
Co6 ctr dung thw nguoi ra & do.
Yunsuke bwdce ti€p ma khdong dwng lai. Anh nhin cdi h'6 mot Tan nira.

Anh mat troii phan chi€u trén mat h'6 da diu bot. Yunsuke théo kinh ram.

B6" con Sekitani di vao trong ctra hang ban d6 dac san. Thay anh ta mai
ngam cdi gid bay méc treo chia khéa, vor anh ta lién d&n bén canh.

“Haruki dau r'6i?” Anh ta hai.

“Con n6 dang choi tro choi dién tir trong ctra hang.”

Sekitani thé dai. “Thang nhéc nay ldc nao ciing choi thir d6 dworc.”

“Nhung c6 gi d6 hoi la. Lam sao ma choi d&n mirc d6... Ban ndy ciing
th&, 4n tiéc nedng xong, né cadm d4u choi tro choi trén dién thoai sudt. C
nhw bi bd bua mé vay.”

“Sé thich cta thing bé thoi.”

“Em da bao la binh thwong né khdong choi d€n mirc d6. Sang nay ciling
th&’, né c6 vé gila 1dm.”

“La th& nao?”

“Khong hi€u sao em ¢6 cam giac vay.”

“No1 the'la em ciing khong biet dung khong?”

Liic Sekitani chau may thi Haruki bwdc vio. Hai ngwdi hing giong ciing
lic, quay lai vé binh thwong.

“Haruki, con ¢c6 mua qua khong? Chfmg phéi con bdo s€ mua qua cho
ban cuing 1op a?”

Haruki lic dau. “Khong can dau a, cling chaamg c6 thir gi hay ho d€ mua
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ca.

“Thé& a. Con thady cdi ndy dwoc khong? N&u lic nd sé nghe thay tiéng
con tring kéu day.” Sekitani 1ic lw cdi méc treo chia khéa, nhung Haruki
chealng bu6n nhin.

“B& o1, ¢6 that la hom nay khong can hoc ciing dwoc khong a?”

“That ma. Td1 nay la budi cudi cung roi, nén con ci thong tha tin
hwdng di. Con ciing c6 th€ sang phong ciia ma’y ba me.”

Haruki khong dip lai. Vo chong Sekitani nhin nhau, ti€p dé nhin ra

hwong khac.

Kimiko dang ng'6i trén gh& dai khi ch'6ng din con trai quay lai, cO0 ngwdc
nhin chong.

“Thé& nao ha anh?”

“Chfmg ciu dwoc con ndo. Minh chon thdi di€ém khong t6t 1m. Mic du
chd d6 ¢6 vé nhiéu cd.” Sau khi dung ¢An ciu vao cdi ciy k& bén, Sakazaki
ng'di xudng bén canh Kimiko. Cdch d6 khong xa, Takuya bat dau thu don
dung cu cdu ca ma ho thué & ctra hang.

“Takuya, con c6 thdy tam trang tot hon chut nao khong?” Kimiko ca't
giong hdi & sau lwng con trai.

Cau bé khong ngirng tay, chi lam diéu b6 nghiéng dau phan van.

“G1 vay, hanh dong do6 1a sao?”

Nhwng Takuya van im ling khong néi 1o nao. Ciing khong bu'dn quay
lai nhin b& me.

“Hay chealng thu dwoc chiéh loi pham nao khién thang bé khong vui?”



Sakazaki noi.

“Khong cau dwgc cling ¢6 sao dau. Du ¢6 di t sdng sé'm, cling cé lic
chealng ciu dwoe con cd nao 4y chir. Anh khong nghi 1a dwoe thw tha tai day
vui hon viéc cau ca sao?”

“Em thoi di.”

“Latai...”

Thu don xong, Takuya dirng ddy. L'dn d4u tién cdu bé quay mat nhin me.

“Khong phai 1a con khong vui dau.” Cau bé twoi cuoi.

“The a?”

“Con chi hoi mét. Vi cir phai hoc sudt.”

“Con va't va roi. Nhung khong can phai cd qua dau.”

“Nhung ma...” Takuya vdc can ciu Ién vai. “Con ma khong thi dd
treong trung hoc thi khong dwoc nhi?”

“Ha?”

Takuya bit dau budc di. Nhin theo lung ctia ciu bé, Kimiko quay sang

nhin chdng. Anh nhun vai.

Naoto udng mot chit soda kem, roéi bd mi€ng banh bo gion vao trong
miéng. Quanh miéng cau bé dinh day kem.

Gia dinh Fujima & trén fang hai qudn ci phé niam bén dwong chinh. T
chd ho ngdi, c6 thé nhin thd'y hd Himegami qua khung cita sG. Fujima
udng ca phé, Kazue thi udng tra stra.

“Sao roi Naoto, thanh tich hoc cua con to't hon chir?”

Fujima vwra dit loi, Naoto v6i vang bd céi dia xudng, hai tay dat 1én dau



g061, lam tw th&’ nghiém trang. Fujima cwoi nhan nho.

“Con vtra an vira néi cling dwore. B6 khong dinh 1én 16p con dau.”

“Lidc nay con c¢6 th€ lam moi viéc minh thich ma.” Kazue cling mim
cwoi triu mén.

Nhin cdu bé thé phao nhe nhom, bit d4u dn kem, Fujima Iap lai cau hdi,
“Th& k&t qua sao roi?”

“Nay anh, chuyén d6 d€ sau hing néi.”

“Ciing tam tam a.” Naoto noi, roi xién cdi dia vao qua dau tay. “Bat cu
diéu gi con khong hieu da cé thay Tsukumi chi bao.”

“Vay a. Ma Naoto nay, vao dugc treong trung hoc r'oi thi con mudn lam
gi? Choi the thao 2? Hay di du lich? Hay qua nhién vAn mu6n vui choti thoa
thich?”

“Vang.” Naoto bd dau tiy vao trong miéng. “Nhung ma... Lic tredc bo
bao khong phai vao dwoe trung hoc roi thi dwoe vui choi va chénh mang
viéc hoc coo ma.”

Fujima va v¢ nhin nhau.

“B& ndi the”a?” Anh ndi vai con trai.

“Véang. B6 bdo ranh gidi phan dinh ngwoi lam dwoe va ngwoi khong
lam dwoe 1a ldc moi nguoi déu sao nhang thi minh ciing chénh méang gidng
nhw ho, hay 1a minh tdn dung thoi di€m d6 d€ bat 1én. Thé nén chfmg phai
vao dwgc trung hoc roi, van phai ¢An min hoc tdp d€ ning cao thanh tich
a?’

Fujima khong trd loi ngay, anh nd nu cwoi xem chirng méan nguyén, r'oi
cam tach ca phé 1é€n. Sau khi u6ng hai ngum, anh dit cai tich xudng.

“Pung r6i.” Anh néi. “Khong dwoc sao nhang. Can gitr nguyén phong



do nay. Purong nhién lam dwore the'1a tot nha't.”

An hét banh, Naoto 14y &ng hiit khudy cdc soda kem. Fujima quay vé

phia ngwoi vor dang lo 1ing nhin con va git dau.

Pén biét thy cho thué, Yunsuke dung chia khéa Tsukumi cho mwon dé€ vao
bén trong. O sanh ra vao dit mot céi ti gidy, nhung bén trong d6 chi d& hai
doi xang-dan. Gioéng v&i biét thy cia Fujima, can biét thy nay c6 ctra & bén
trong, m& canh ctra d6 ra s€ thd'y mot fang rong khoang muoi tdm chiéu.
C6 hai cdi ban gap, bon cdi gh&’. Chd géc twong thém hai cdi gh& niva. Trén
birc twdng doi dién treo mot chiéc bang tring.

Yunsuke bat d&n, nhin mot lwot khip cin phong. Anh thit mé cdi ctra
trieo't, ding sau cdnh cira 1a mot cin phong ki€u Nhat rong bon chigu rudi.
Trong phong tr6ng tron, khong c6 ba't ky d6 dac nao.

Chirng nim phit sau, anh tit dén, ra khdi phong do.

Gilra hanh lang c¢6 mot cdi cAu thang dan 1én trén, anh leo 1én cAu thang
do, thdy mdt cdi ctra & gic ling tAng hai. M@ canh cwra ra, bén trong 1a mot
phong rong khoang ba chi€u, géc phong ké chi€c giwong don. Dudi chan
girong ¢ cai tdi trregt tuy€t 1on. Sach tham khdo, cac loai sO tho ra ngoai
cdi tdi. Yunsuke bat dén bén trong, ti mih quan sit san nha, roi tit den,
dong cura lai.

Anh ti€p tuc 1én cau thang, dau ti€n thdy mot khoang khdng gian dai,

hep khoang bon chi€u. Cudi khoang khong gian dé c6 mot cdi tay vin.



Giéng troi & ngay phia trén.

O phia dd1 dién ¢6 hai céi ctra. Trén ctra gén cdi tay nfm trdn mau d'ong,
c6 the goi 1a @6 cO. Trén mot canh ctra cd bi€u twong nha v€ sinh. Anh day
canh ctra con lai.

Bén trong phong ¢6 hai céi giwong hai ting dwoc ké sat hai dau twong.
Trén mdi giwong déu treo rém, va hién gio rem dwge kéo lai.

Yunsuke m¢& cdi rém cua giwong bén phai phia dwdi. Trén gdi d€ den
hoc, sdch gido khoa. Bén trén cdi chan, b pijama dwgc gd'p gon gang.

“Anh o1!” Gigng n6i vang 1€n sau lung Yunsuke.

Anh quay d4u lai, Minako ditng & d6, cd mic 4o so-mi tring, quan jean.
C4i mii c6 d6i liic &n tiéc nwdng van & trén dau.

“Anh dang lam gi vay?”

“Con em, tai sao lai & day?”

“Em m¢i 1a ngwoi dang hdi anh.”

Yunsuke déng canh ctra phong bon tré lai, réi quay nguwoi vé phia vo.

“Em nghe thay Tsukumi néi nén bié€t anh & day ding khong? Néu vay,
chic thay 4y ciing néi 1y do anh mwon chia khéa réi chit. Vi hdm qua
khong t&i diy dwoc, nén triede khi quay vé, anh mudn biét chd Shota hoc
ra sao. Ly do chi c6 vay th6i.”

Minako rut cam lai, ngwéc nhin chdng. “Khong thé nio c¢6 chuyén d6.”

“Sao em néi vay?”

“Vi anh da c6 y dinh virt bd me con em diing khong? R'6i tinh lya chon
cd ta. Ngwoi nhw anh, sao lai dot nhién quan tim dén Shota vao lic nay
chi?”

Yunsuke gai thai dwong, di d€n bén canh Minako. Sau khi nhin xu6ng



fang mot, anh tya ngwoi vao tay vin cau thang.

“Sao em lai d€ tAm d&n anh nhw thé? Bao nhiéu lau nay em c6 bao gio
dodi hoai xem anh lam gi dau. Céi xdc ctua Eriko cling dwoc xt 1y xong
xudi roi. Vu an cling dan dwgc bung bit. Fujima va ddm nguoi kia thi than
nhién nhw th€ chwa ting ¢6 chuyén gi xdy ra ma k&t thic chuyén di nay.
Con anh chi lam nhtrng viéc anh c6 the lam thoi. Va nhirng viéc d6 khong
anh hwdng d&n ai ca. Thé thi em con cin nhin gi nita hd?”

“MOot minh anh dang hanh dong ky quic con gi. Nhw viéc anh dén chd
nay.”

“Thi anh dang hoi em, viéc anh d&n day ky quic & chd nao?”

“Em chi mong anh hop tdc v&i moi nguoi.” CO6 ndi vay roi cii déu.
“DAau em hi€u cdm gidc cta anh khi khong mudn ctru em.”

Yunsuke ng6i bét xudng san. Géc phong cha't day sach gido khoa, sach
quang cdo. Anh voi tay 18y quyén sdch méng trén cling. Trén to bia in dong
chir “Tai liéu gidi thiéu trrong hoc, treong trung hoc Shubunkan”.

“Shota dang lam gi vay?”

“Con dang & biét thy ding kia. Hinh nhw dang 1am gi d6 bing g8.”

“Chéc 1am thd cong. Mot minh 27"

“Em nght 1a c6 thay Tsukumi lam cung.”

“U'” Anh dya lwng vao teong. “Nhin m6i quan hé cia may nguoi bon
em, anh thdy la lung thit ddy. Trong khi cac b6’ me than thi€t nhau mdt
céch la thwong, nhw the c6 mot s gdn k&t bén chiit ndo d6 thi ma’y dira tré
lai khéng nhw th€. Mai moi ¢ thoi gian tw do d€ choi, dwge tin hudng
khong gian ngoai troi, n€u la binh thwong, chiing phai reo ho phan khich

mai ding. Thé ma ca bon dira, sau khi an xong, dira nao dira nd’y tach nhau



ra choi mot minh. Cxr nhw thé€ khong quen biét nhau. Viéc d6 1a thé nao
nhi?”

“Anh mu6n no6i di€u gi?”

“Anh chi né6i 1a khong binh thwong.”

“Tré con khdng phai ct tu tip lai 1a nha't dinh s€ vui vé choi ciing nhau.
Nhirng dtra tré d6 da gap da chuyén kho roéi.”

“Th& w? Ma thdi, anh cling khong hi€u dwoc dau. Do anh khong ¢ con
rudt nén khong hi€u nhi?”

“Em bi€t anh khong yéu thwong gi Shota.”

“Anh quan tdm va nghi cho né theo céch ctia minh.”

“Va anh dang goi Shota la ‘né’ da’y.” Minako th¢ dai.

Yunsuke sOt soat 14t gid twng trang trong quyén sach quang cdo. “Md&i
quan h¢ gitra Sekitani va Fujima nhw thé' nao?”

“Ha?” C6 ngac nhién mé to mét.

“HOm qua, ldic ra ngoai vé, anh trong tha’y Sekitani va v’ cia Fujima au
y&€m nhau & ngoai veon. Anh sing s6t, mdi vong ra ctra tredc d€ vao
trong, lai thdy vor cua Sekitani va Fujima & trong phong khach. Sakazaki
cling & d6. C6 nghia 1a ho ngang nhién lam cai viéc d6, du ban doii minh &
ngay bén canh. Cho nén, viéc anh thdy la lung va khong hiéu chuyén gi
dang dién ra 12 binh thwong phai khong?”

“Chéc ho chi duia gio'n nhau mot chiit ching?”

“Em dwng quén anh 1a mot ngwoi dan 6ng tredng thanh da’y. Anh thwra
kha ning phan biét dwo'c ho dang dua nhau hay au y&€m that.”

Minako khoanh tay, nga ngwdi vao birc twong ding sau. Co cin moi,

nhiu may. Yunsuke dirng nhin bi€u cam d6 cta vo.



“Em khong biét.” C6 ddp bang giong diéu cdc can. “Em khong thé xen
vao chuyén cua nguoi khac.”

“Kimiko cfing néi r6i ddy, rang nhitng ngwdi d6 khong binh thwong.
Gio anh da hi€u y cua cd ta.” Tha'y Minako nhin minh, anh cling nhin d&i
lai, r'6i néi tiép. “Co ta ciing néi 1a ‘nhung Minako chéc van on’.”

“Em hoan toan chealng hiéu gi ca.”

“Anh nghi ngo bon ho khong chi ¢6 chung ndi lo vé chuyén thi ¢ cua
con cdi, ma con gin k&t v&i nhau bang the xdc.”

Minako chuyén ddng phip ph'ong khuon nguc, c6 nudt nwdc bot xem
ching cing thing.

“Em chuan bi vé day.” C6 budc vE phia cu thang.

“Minako!”

Nghe tié€ng Yunsuke goi, c6 ding bwde, nhieng khong quay déu lai.

“Co that 1a em gi€t Eriko khong?”

Minako kh€ nghiéng dau. Qua nhién c6 khong nhin thflng vao mét
Yunsuke.

“Anh cling thay roi con gi.”

“Thr anh th&y chi la céi xac cua c6 8y.”

“N€u anh néi vay thi...”

“Anh dang hoi em...” Yunsuke hit thé mot hoi, roi néi ti€p. “Co that 1a
em da gi€t Eriko khong?”

Minako dat ban chan lén bac cau thang, nhwng khong di chuyén. Sau vai
gidy nhu vy, c6 m&i xudng dwoc mot bac.

“Anh lai n6i diéu ky quac roi. N&u khong phai em, thi ai 1am viéc d6?”

“Anh khong bi&t. Nén méi dang din do suy nghi day.”



“Em da gie€t day.” Cudi cung c6 cling nhin Yunsuke. “La em da gi€t
ngwoi phu nir anh yéu. C6 th€ anh khong mudn tin, nhung dé 1a sy that. Vi
vay, anh cr cdm hin em bao nhiéu cling dugrc.”

Khi Yunsuke dinh mé miéng thi Minako bit dau budc xudng ciu thang.

Nghe thdy ti€ng cd roi khoi sanh roi, Yunsuke ng'di thup xuéng. Anh
dwa tay 6m 148y mat, lu'én ban tay vao trong mai téc, voO ddu bt tai, roi
cudi cung cling ding day.

Trén tay anh vAn ¢Am quyén sdch quang cdo. Trwde khi cid't né vé chd
cii, anh 14t cac trang bén trong ra xem. Trong d6 ddng birc dnh chup coOng
trrong trung hoc Shubunkan, r'6i anh co’ s& vat chat, cac trang thié€t bi cua
trrong. Con ¢6 anh cha thay hiéu tredng, ti€p dé la anh can bd nhan vién
cta treong dirng x€p hang.

Ban tay 1at trang sich ctia Yunsuke bdng khung lai. Mit anh dan chit
vao birc anh nhén vién cla treong.

Anh Tdn mo tdi 4o khodc, nhanh chéng 16i ra xdp dnh 18y tw nha cla
Eriko. R'6i anh lai ng'6i khoanh chén trén san nha, nhin that ki teng birc anh
mot.

Anh rit ra tdim anh chup canh Tsukumi gdp mot ngwoi dan 6ng va mot
ngwoi phu nir & quan an gia dinh. Tiép theo, anh dit birc anh d6 1én trén

quyén sach, bat dau doi chiéu.

Dén sdu gio td1, bira An bat dAu nhur moi khi. Thre don hom nay 12 pizza



va salad. B0 an dwgrc nha hang gan do6 giao dén. Co 1€ viéc chay lang xang
ca ngay dd lam may ngwoi phu ntt mét nhoai, nén khong con hoi strc dau
ma nid'u nwdng nra. Va lai, sau bira dn ¢6 man dot phdo hoa, nén ho chon
cac mén don gian, cho ti€n don dep.

Bira dn dién ra v&i nhitng cudc hdi thoai it éi. Ngwoi 16 14n tré con chi
im lang dwa pizza 1én miéng dn. Hau nhw khdng c6 ai bat ra ti€ng cwoi,
may 1o tro chuyén qua lai cling 1a ndi thi tham.

“Moi nguoi sao thé? Sao ai nd'y déu iu xiu vdy? Hay dén ngay thir ba
roi nén moi nguoi mét?” Giong Fujima hoat bat.

Nhung ching c6 ai huéng tng lai 101 néi d6. Cudi cung chi c6 Sekitani
twoi cuoi, roi nhin sang xung quanh.

“Ngay mai la vé roi. HOm nay, hady tdn hwdng budi tdi cudi cung & noi
nghi mét nay di.”

Van khong ¢6 ai phan rng voi 1o tong két d6 cuia Fujima.

Sau bira t01, moi ngwoi ddt phao hoa nhw k& hoach. Theo quy dinh &
day, khong dwoc ban phdo hoa gan tdoa nha, nén moi ngudi phai di bd dén
bai da't trdng & bén canh van phong quan 1y cta khu biét thy.

Sau khi Sakazaki va Fujima bén vai qua phdo d€ mé man, phdo dwoc
phét cho bon tré. L tré im ldng sudt bira an, d€n day cudi cung da né nu
cwoi trén moi.

Luc Yunsuke dang cam phdo hoa, Shota ti€n lai gan.

“B6 o1, con mudn muwon chia khda 6 t6 cua bo.”

“Puwgc roi, nhieng d€ con lam gi?”

“Con mudn 18y it d0 trong xe.”

“B6 hi€u r'oi.” Yunsuke 187y chia khéa trong tii ra, dwa cho Shota.



“Con cam on bd a.” Cau bé néi r'oéi roi di.

Padt hét phdo hoa, moi ngwoi cing nhau thu don, roi quay lai con duwong
dan vé biét thy. B& me va con minh 1am thanh mot nhém, rdo budc di trén
con dwong mo’ t6i. Riéng Yunsuke tdch khoi nhom, mot minh lirng thitng &
ddng sau. Minako va Shota dang & tit phia truede.

Vé dén biét thy roi, nhwe thweong 1€, Tsukumi chuahn bi dan bon tré quay
vEé biét thy cho thué. To1 nay tdi phién Fujima tryc & do.

“Nao moi ngwoi, hay tdn hwdng budi tdi cudi cung di. Con t6i s€ choi
co’ twdng voi thdy Tsukumi & biét thy bén kia.” Trwdc sanh ra vao, Fujima
gio’ mot tay 1€n chao. Bon tré cling da ra ngoai hét.

“Anh cho chit da!” Yunsuke buwdce 1én tred'c mot budece.

Fujima van twoi cwoi nhin anh. “Cé chuyén gi a?”

Nhitng nguoi khac cung lic d6 d'6n sy chi y vé phia anh. Nhung ngoai
Fujima ra, khong c6 ngudi nao cwdi ca. Minako nhin ch'ong vé&i 4nh mét
nghiém tuc.

“Ca anh Fujima va thay Tsukumi cé th€ khoan d&n d6 khong? Vi t6i c6
chuyén quan trong can noi ra.”

Nu cwoi trén geong mat Fujima da bi€n mat.

“Chuyén d6 phai n6i ngay bay gio’ sao?”

“Vang, d6 la chuyén khan cap.”

“T6i hi€u ro6i.” Fujima quay mat vé phia Tsukumi dang dirng bén canh.
“Vay cir @€ bon tré vé triedre nhi.”

“Phai r'6i. T6i s€ dwa chia khéa cho ching.”

Tsukumi di ra ngoai.

“Noi & chd nao thi dwerc?” Fujima hdi Yunsuke.



“Oy dau cling dwoe. Phong khach hay 1a phong ciia may nguoi chiing ta,
hay nén néi & can phong c6 xac cua Eriko?”

Fujima cong mdi. Van nguyén biéu cam d6, anh ta chia cdi cim ra. “Vay
thi & phong khach di.”

Tsukumi da quay lai. “T6i bao bon tré vé truwedrc roi.”

“Anh hay khoéa cdi ctra d6 vao!” Yunsuke noéi. “Vi tdi khong mudn dira
tré nao nghe dwgc chuyén nay.”

Tsukumi toan ctr dong moi, nhwng cudi cing khong néi nang gi, chi lé’ing
lang di khoa ctra lai.

T4t cd ngwoi 1on da tap trung tai phong khach. Vo chong Fujima, vor
chong Sekitani va Tsukumi ng'6i & ban lén, con vor chdng Sakazaki ng6i &
ban quiy. Minako dit mot cai gh€ & bén canh ctra sO va ng6i 1én do.

“Vay thi bit d4u thoi nao!” Yunsuke vin dirng d6, anh nhin mot lwot tat
ca moi ngwoi. “T6i da ndi 1a ¢6 chuyén quan trong cin ndi, nhwng nguoi
néi chuyén d6 khong phai la t6i. Ma la moi ngwoi. Rat mong moi nguoi sé
noira.”

“Anh dang ndi chuyén gi vay?” Sekitani bat cwoi.

“Purong nhién la chuyén vu an. Xay ra vao hai ngay trede.”

“Chung t6i phai néi chuyén gi?” Fujima hoi.

“N6i sy that,” Yunsuke néi. “Téi mudn nghe moi ngwoi k€ xem chuyén
gi that sy da xay ra vao budi t6i hom d6. Chwng nao chwa nghe dwoc
chuyén do, t6i khong the xem cac vi la d6ng minh ctia minh.”

“Anh thatla...”

“Em im di cho anh!” Anh nat v¢, roi lai nhin bon ho T'an ntra.

Khoéng ¢6 1oi néi nao dwore ca't 1én. Ciing khdng ¢é ai nhin vé phia anh.



“Néu nhr moi ngwoi nha't quy€t khong chiu ndi...” Yunsuke 18y dién
thoai di dong trong tdi ra. “T6i s€ goi cho canh st ngay by gio’. Va k€ cho

ho chuyén t&i d6. Vi ta't ca nhirtng di€u ma to6i nam dwgrc.”



6 A

Sy im 1dng kéo dai hon mwoi gidy. Trong khodng thoi gian &y, nguoi nao
ngwoi nd’y déu ng'di im ba't dong nhw con biip bé. Tiéng phdo hoa van bap
biing & ding xa.

“Ha ha!” Fujima cwoi khé. “Cai gi ma sw that, cai gi ma canh sat, anh
n6i nhu phim vay. Puwoc thoi. Toi thi khdng hiéu 1dm diéu anh Namikishi
dang néi, nhwng ching ta ciing nén thong tha néi chuyén. Nhwng ma...”
Anh ta n61 roi quay mat vé phia Tsukumi.

“Chﬁng phai chuyén nay khong lién quan dén thay Tsukumi sao? Kéo ca
thdy &y vao ndi tinh ciia ma’y gia dinh ching ta thi tdi cho thay &y qua. Cr
de thay ay quay vé biét thy cho thué la dwoe roi. Toi cling lo khi chi ¢6
bon tré & d6.”

“T61 tan thanh.” Sekitani gio tay 1€n.

“Khé khiin 1im mé&i dong di thé nay, tdi khdng th€ 1am theo ¥ anh dworc.
Thay Tsukumi budc phai c6 mat & day.”

“Nhung ma thay 2y...”

“Chinh thay 4Yy...” Yunsuke ngit 1&i. “La nhan vat nim git chia khéa
ctia vy 4n nay.”

Po6n nhan anh nhin cda Yunsuke, Tsukumi chép mét lién tuc, anh ta nhin



Fujima v&i vé lo 1ang. Nu cwdi grong gao ban ndy trén mit Fujima da vut
tat, nhwong chd cho vé nghiém nghi.

Yunsuke danh bao bwdc d€n bén canh Tsukumi. Thay gido luyén thi lui
ngwoi lai nhw th€ bi sy manh bao ctia Yunsuke 147n at.

“Anh Tsukumi, Eriko da néi gi v&i anh?”

“Anh néi gi tdi khong hieu?”

“Chéc chén c6 &y dd néi gi d6. A khong, khdng chi 1a 161 néi. P6 chéng
phai 1a 1oi de doa sao?”

“Pe doa w? Pe doa t6i 4? Lam gi c6 chuyén ngd ngan nhw thé". Ai lai
lam thé& v&i ngudi mdi gidp Tan dau...” Anh ta vira 1ic dau vira cuoi, roi
treng cho Yunsuke thd'y m& cdm xtic hdn don pha tron gitra hoang mang va
ling tung.

“C6 th€ anh gdp Eriko Iin d4u tién. Nhwng c6 Ay bi€t vé anh tw truedc
dé. Khong chi bi€t, ma con quan sat anh ntra.” N6i roi, Yunsuke 18y xap
anh trong tdi ra, ném né tred'c mat Tsukumi. “Céi nay thi sao? DAy c6 phai
la anh khong? C6 vé day la quan an gia dinh & dau d6 ha?”

Thay birc dnh, Tsukumi rut han cdi cim lai. Yunsuke néi ti€p truede khi
anh ta kip noi gi do.

“Eriko tred'c diy c6 thoi gian lam & cong ty diéu tra. Nhing viéc diéu
tra th&’ ndy nam trong tAm tay clia c6 4y. Tuy nhién, ngudi cd 4y diéu tra
ban d4u khdng phai 1a anh. C6 &y nhén 1o t6i d€ diéu tra Minako. T6i nghi
ngo’ Minako ngoai tinh, nén mudn tim ra nhan tinh cua c6 . Eriko hin da
tuan theo chi thj cta tdi, theo ddi sét sao lich trinh hing ngay ctia Minako.
Trong lic quan sat hanh dong cia nhirng ngwoi than cén, tiec 1a cac nguoi,
mot thit hoan toan khic dd mic vao ludi. Thit d6 & trong birc anh nay.”

Yunsuke dwa mét tim anh cho Tsukumi. Tsukumi nhin ra hwdng khac.



“Btrc anh 4y thi néi 1én diéu gi?” Fujima hdi bang giong buc bdi.

Yunsuke nhin Fujima, song khong noi1 gi, ma di vé phia ban quay. V¢
ch'ong Sakazaki c6 vé dé phong, nhwng anh khong nhin bon hg, ma chi 18y
quyeén sach quang cdo d€ & mép ban.

“Cac nguoi bi€t cai nay ch®? Sach gioi thiéu treong trung hoc
Shubunkan. La ngdi tredng ma moi ngudi bang moi gid, cd sdng cd chét
d€ dwa con trai minh vao hoc.” Anh gi¢ trang sach, gio’ 1én cho moi nguoi
cung thdy. “Pdy la anh chyp nhén vién cua treong. Khdng phai la gido
vién, ma la nhan vién nhé. Trong s6 nay, c6 hai ngwoi ma toi ting thay. No6i
vay, nhung khong phai téi da gdp ho & ngoai doi thyc. Téi mudn néi dén
hai nguoi nay.” N6i r'oi, tay con lai ctia anh gior birc anh ban nay 1én. “Birc
anh no6i 1én viéc Tsukumi da gdp nhan vién cta trwong Shubunkan. Thay
gido cla trung tdm luyén thi ma lai gap go& riéng tw véi nhan vién cia
treong to chire thi. Chuyén nay khong th€ xem la binh thwong dwoc. Thé
nao, anh Tsukumi, anh ¢6 th€ gidi thich gidp t6i chuyén nay khong?”

Tsukumi chi ngodc ngén tay trén ban ma khdng trd 1oi. Thay viy,
Fujima 1én ti€ng, “Khong th€ quy chup nhw vdy dwoc. C6 th€ anh
Namikishi cho ring nhitng chuyén pham phdp dang dién ra, nhung viéc
trung tdm luyén thi tdn dung cdc m&i quan hé dé€ thu thap thong tin 1a mot
viéc hét sirc hi€n nhién.”

“Md&i quan hé a? Thé&” d6 1a m6i quan hé gi? Anh Tsukumi cé giai thich
dwoc khong?”

Du Yunsuke ¢6 don ép dén dau, thady gido tré cling chi im lang.

“Anh vin con nita d4’y.” Yunsuke 16i nhitng birc anh khéc ra. “Trong bitc
nay, ngoai nhan vién cua treong trung hoc Shubunkan, con c¢6 Minako.

Gido vién cua trung tim luyén thi, nhin vién cta treong tG chirc thi, me cia



thi sinh dw thi 1én 1i4t gap go nhau. T6i khé ma nghi dwoc budi gap mat nay
¢6 muc dich trong sang, va khong phai tai tdi hep hoi gi nén mdi ¢6 suy
nghi d6 dau.”

“Néu anh ctr khang khang nhw vdy thi anh nén hdi Minako.” Sekitani
Yasuko néi. Nhirng c6 ta khong d4m nhin vao mit Yunsuke.

“Dui cho tdi ¢6 hdi, chic gi ¢d Ay da néi that. Cho nén van bat dic di, toi
mo&i phai ding cach nay d€ hdi moi ngwoi diéu dé day. C6 vé nhw 1o néi
d6i ctia moi ngwoi xud't phat tw sy lién doi trach nhiém phai khéng?”

Sekitani thé dai ngao ngdn, anh ta dap tay xuéng ban d€ phan rng lai.
“R6t cudc anh mudn ndi gi? Cir néi thezlng ra khong hon a?”

“Néu anh da cé loi, toi s€ lam vay!” Sau khi nhin Sekitani, Yunsuke
quay vé phia Tsukumi. “Trong qud trinh tim hi€u xem nhan tinh cua
Minako 14 ai, Eriko tinh c¢& nim dwgc mot chuyén ngoai dy tinh. D6 13 mai
quan hé gitra anh va nhan vién cla trwong trung hoc Shubunkan, va viéc
anh loi dung mdi quan hé d6 d€ moi gidi cho nhirng phu huynh mudn cho
con vao treong bang ctra sau. Eriko d3 st dung ciu chuyén dé d€ uy hiép
anh. Doi lai, c¢6 1€ anh phai trd tién, hay ti€t 10 nhan tinh cia Minako 1a ai
cho ¢6 &y. Sau bwra tdi cia ngay dau tién & ddy, cd Ay ndéi voi toi 1a hai
ti€ng nra s€ bi€t moi chuyén. T6i dodn c6 &y dinh gdp va thyc hién cudc
giao dich v&i anh trong hai ti€ng dong h'd d6. Nhung anh da khong chap
nhan di€u kién giao dich &y. Piéu anh suy nghi la lam cach nao d¢ giai
quy€t mdi nguy hi€m tw trén troi roi xudng, chinh 1a ngwoi phu nir tén
Takashina Eriko.”

“Khoan da!” Tsukumi mé to mét. Y anh 1a tbi giét co ta w?”

“Thay Tsukumi!” Fujima lanh lung hét 1€n.

Yunsuke 1ién né nu cwoi dac y.



“Anh Fujima hoang h&t cling khéng phai chuyén la. Loi néi vira xong
ching minh anh da bié€t vé cdi chét cta Eriko. Va lai, con bié€t c6 &y bi
gi€t. Trong khi dang 1€ ra anh phai khong biét chuyén gi.”

Tsukumi bam moi, cti dau. Yunsuke nhin mot lwot ta't cd moi nguoi.

“Thay Tsukumi bi Eriko de doa, nén da gi€t chét c6 &y d€ bao vé ban
than, du n6i vay nhung trong thuc t&, kich ban khong don gian nhw the’
phai khong? Tuy nhién, t6i ¢4 the khfmg dinh chic chin mot diéu: Nguoi
gi€t c6 &y khong phai Minako.”

“Sao anh ¢4 th& khing dinh chéc nich nhw thé?” Fujima hi.

“Ly do t6i thd’y nghi ngo rat don gian. Moi nguoi khong phai rudt thit
cta chiing t6i, sao lai hop tac v&i ching t6i d€ thyc hién mot viéc khing
khi€p nhw theé”? Du c6 than thi€t dé€n dau di chiang nwra, chfmg ai mudn bi
cudn vao mé ric rdi ma canh sat dem lai néu cdi xdc bj phat hién ca, lai
thém viéc moi ngwoi nhiét tinh gitp do d€ x& 1y cdi xdc, r'oi bao che cho
hung thi giét ngwoi, nghi thé nao tdi cling khdng tha'y thuyét phuc. Hon
ntra, ¢c6 vai di€m mau chdt trong phan ing ban d4u cta anh Sakazaki.”
Yunsuke quay lai nhin vor chong Sakazaki dang ngdi chd ban quiy. “Anh
da noi dda 1én, ndi 1a khdng the ti€p tay cho sy viéc nghiém trong nhw thé&’
dwoc, d6 1a phan (rng binh thwong cia con ngwoi. Trai lai, phan (ng cia
nhirng ngwoi khac méi la ky la.”

“Nhung cudi cing ching t6i van gidp stec ma.” Sakazaki néi, nhung
Yunsuke 14c dAu.

“Vi th&’, t6i cang thay ky la hon. Anh da kich dong d&€n mrc d6, lam sao
sau d6 lai chon dirng vEé phe ching td6i mdt cach chong vanh nhw vay? Biéu
d6 budc toi phai nghi ring ding sau vu 4n 4nh chita mot chan twdng khac.”

Yunsuke cho tay vao tdi quan, 18y ra to khan gid’y dwoe vo tron.



Anh mé& to gidy ra, gitra to gid'y thA'm mau dd. Anh cAm né bang hai tay
d€ moi nguoi déu thay.

“Moi nguoi cé biét day la gi khong?”

Khong ai trd 1oi. Lap tirc Yunsuke dat to khan gidy 1€n ban, day né vé
phia Fujima Kazue.

“C0 thi bi€t ding khong?”

Kazue nhin Yunsuke. LO miii ¢O ta hoi phdp phdng. “Tai sao lai hoi
t617”

“Vi ¢6 bao minh da don dep can phong d6. C6 nghia la ngwoi xda vét
mau ddy ra tw cai xac cta Eriko cling 1a ¢6. Thud thyce tdi cling thd'y la. Vét
m4u dinh trén thdm khong th& nao xo4 di dé dang nhw th&¢. Viy ma tdm
tham trong cin phong dé sach gan nhw ldc ddu. Ban d4u tdi ty nhd ring
gan day cé nhiéu loai cha't tay rira tién dung, c¢6 th€ lau v&t ban ngay tirc
khic nén mé&i sach nhuw th&". Nhung hom qua, lic tinh c& xé dich cdi giwdng
toi phat hién vét mau con sét lai. Vét d6 ¢6 mau dd twoi. To khan gid'y toi
diing @€ lau vét mau d6 dang & tredc mit moi ngudi bay gior day.”

Kazue nhin chim chidm t& khin gidy d6, tiép theo nhin sang chdng.
Fujima vAn trirng mét nhin Yunsuke.

“La qua ddng khong?” Yunsuke néi. “Binh thwong mau dinh trén tham
hon mot ngay phai bién thanh mau den. Nhwng vét mau & diy van c6 mau
doé twoi. Khdong nhirng thé’, khi nhing khan gid'y vao nwdc r'oi lau, mau do
troi di dé dang. Toi 14p tirc hi€u ra diy khong phai mau. Do dic thi cong
viéc, toi bi€t kha ro vEé son, nén da nhan ra ban chat cda thir nay.” Anh ti€p
tuc chi tay vao to khan gidy trén ban. “Pay la mau vé. Mau nwd’c ma bon
tré dung d€ v€ tranh. N&u la thir d6 thi khong khoé d€ lau sach.”

Fujima rit bao thudc ra, coc cin dit cdi gat thn 1én ban va bit dau hiit



thudc. Nhirng ngwoi khadc van chim trong im ling.

“Khong phdi dau anh.” Minako 1€n ti€ng. “Anh hi¢u Tam r6i. Em hi€u
anh khdng mu6n tin thd pham la em, nhung em da giét ngwoi. Con mau vé
dé... c6 1€, a ding r'6i, dinh trén tham vao ldc khac.”

“Em im di!” Yunsuke l&n ti€ng. “Em nghi 1o bién hd d6 c6 tac dung voi
anh a? Em nhin di! Nhin nhirng nguoi khac 4y. Ho da xdc dinh tw twdng
roi, nén dang lang nghe 1 anh néi. Ha man & day dwoc roi. Em khong
can dién kich ntra.”

“Khoan ban dén chuyén xac dinh tw twdng, anh c néi ti€p di.” Fujima
lic di€u thudc.

“Puworc roi, toi sé ti€p tuc. Nao, n€u vét mau d6 la gia, vay thi cai xac
the¢” nao? Ti€c thay cai xac lai 1a that. Eriko da chét. Vay thi tai sao can vet
mau gia d6? La d& khién tdi nghi rang hién treong vu giét ngudi & cin
phong d6. Di nhién d6 la hanh dong nguy tao nhdm vao t6i, d& dnh ltra
mdt minh t6i ma thdi. Eriko da bi gi€t mdt noi khac, r'oi dwoc chuyén dén
can phong do6 b&i ban tay cua cac nguoi.”

Yunsuke dit hai tay tredrc Sekitani va dwa sat mat vé phia anh ta.

Sekitani Ui ngwoi lai. “Anh tinh lam gi vay?”

“Anh da chuyén cdi xac hai an trong buoi tdi d6.” Yunsuke gio’ ra hai
ngon tay 1én. “Lic anh cung t6i d€n h'6 d€ nhan chim cai xac that ra 1a Ian
thi hai. Anh da di chuyén cdi xac mot Ian tredc d6.”

“Anh c6 bang chitng gi khong ma lai néi vay?” Sekitani x&ch mdt bén
ma 1én xem chung céing theamg. Yunsuke 1ui lai, ddng & bén canh ctra. R'6i
chi tay vao btrc twong. Trén d6 dan tranh ciia ma’y dira tré.

“Moi nguwoi hdy nhin birc tranh Shota vé biét thy nay. Cac xe déu dau &



bai dd kia. Chi€c Wagon chit nhit nay, toi khong ¢in néi thi moi ngwdi déu
biét, 1a xe cta anh Sekitani. Nhw moi ngwoi thd’y, trong birc tranh nay, xe
dd quay mit vé phia biét thir. Nhwng t01 d6...” Yunsuke chdng hai tay vao
hong. “Khi di chuyén céi xac cua Eriko, xe cia anh quay mat ra dwong. Cé
nghia la chié€t xe nay da dwoc st dung mét Tan truede d6.”

Sekitani rd 1én, ring minh. R'6i anh ta bat cvoi.

“Chi c¢6 mdi th&’ ma anh quy chup tdi v? Nhic m&i nhé, t6i dé toi da
ding xe may Tan thi phai, hd?” Anh ta quay sang nhin vo, 4anh méit nhu
mong moi sy dong tinh. Nhwng Sekitani Yasuko khéng phan (rng ngay ldc
ay. Khudén mat ¢6 ta chi chyc khéc.

“Con mdt chuyén ky la ntra. La cdi thuyén & bo h'6,” Yunsuke ndi. “Liic
ching ta di chuyén céi xac, chi ¢c6 mot cai thuyén & trang thai dung dwoc
ngay. Luc &y t6i dinh ninh 1a tinh co. Hodc minh gdp may. Vi néu cai
thuyén d6 ciing bj tip ngwore nhu nhitng cdi con lai thi ching ta phai bit dau
tw viéc 14t cdi thuyén Ién da. N&u mudn cdi xac khong bi phat hién thi can
chéo thuyén di ngay. Sau khi t6i va anh Fujima tha cdi xac xudng h'6, da d¢
nguyén cdi thuyén & d6 va roi di. Th& nhwng sau khi dwa Minako dén
khach san, trén dwong quay lai dy, toi da tat qua do, va thd’y chié€c thuyén
ching ta sit dung da dwoe thu don. Ngwoi cla cira hang cho thué thuyén
khong c6 1y nao don dep vao khoang thoi gian d6. Toi béen dem chuyén nay
n6i v&i anh Fujima, va la ling thay, anh 4y khong d& tam 1&m d&n chuyén
d6. Mot nguoi da suy nghi than trong dén thé” vEé cach phi tang cdi xac nhw
anh Fujima ma phan rng nhw vdy qua la khong binh thwong. Nhung néu
suy ludn thé& nay thi moi chuyén sé thanh hop 1y.” Anh bwdc 1én mdt bwdrce,
dwng ngdn trd tay phai 1€n. “Lic &y, con ¢6 mot cdng sy nira. Ngwoi d6 am

thAm hd tro' & phia sau d€ cai xdc dwoc phi tang trét lot. Co 1€ ngwoi do da



dén ctra hang cho thué thuyeén trude, d& sdp x&p sin thuyén. Nhung ngudi
d6 lai khong th€ 10 dién. N6i ding hon, khong dwoc d€ cho t6i bi€t dén sw
ton tai cua ngwoi d6. B&i vi trong 1o gidi thich cdia moi nguoi voi toi,
ngwoi d6 khong biét gi vé vu an.”

“Tirc 1a...” Yunsuke nhin chim chdm vio gwong mit Tsukumi. “Nguwoi
cdng sy trong bong t6i d6 la anh, thay gido Tsukumi. Anh da chay dén ctra
hang cho thué thuyén tredc chiing t6i, chuidh bj sn thuyén, doi cdi xac
dwore phi tang xong xudi va ching toi roi khoi d6, anh 14t cai thuyén dp
xudng nhw cu.”

“Khong phdi, t6i...”

Ch:flng them quan tam Tsukumi dang ap ung dinh ndi gi d6, Yunsuke noi
ti€p, “Viéc chuan bi, roi thu don thuyén chflng c6 gi kho nhoc. Ching ta
cling ty lam dwoc, ma khong can d&€n Tsukumi. Nhwng thay 8y can gitip do
bang mot hinh thitc nao d6. N6i ding hon, cdc ngudi can thdy Tsukumi
gitip d& bing mot hinh thirc nao d6. Vi moi ngudi nghi rang néu toan bd
nhirng ngwoi bi€t chan tweong vu dan dong 16a tham gia vao viéc pham toi
thi sy doan k€t s€ bén chat hon. D€ phong viéc sau do6 thay 2y s¢ sét ma
ti€t 10 sw that vori canh sat.”

Yunsuke di vong quanh cdi ban, 4nh mét vin chua roi khdi bon ho. Anh
cham rai di mot vong, va khi quay lai vi tri ban dau, anh ndi ti€p, “Nao, n€u
c6 gi mudn phan bac thi phan bac di. Hoac néu ai ¢6 thé giai thich hop tinh
hop 1y tit cd nhitng thic mic ma toi vira néu ra & trén, xin m&i nguoi d6
1én ti€ng. Tom lai, tdi khong th€ hgp tac voi moi ngwoi hon dwoe nira, ma
cling khong dinh gitp moi ngwoi dau. Nhu t6i néi ban nay, viéc duy nhat
toi lam 1a bdo canh sat. To6i cling lwong trvd'c minh s€ bi budc tdi. Nhwng

dui th& thi cling khong sao. So v&i viée bi coi 1a dong pham, bj lira gat bang



ciu chuyén doi tra, tha t6i chon bi khéi kién voi toi danh phi tang thi th€
con hon. T6i néi thé” nay c6 vé lwon leo, nhung chic toi s& dwoe 4p dung
tinh ti€t gidm nhe da’y. Vay ¥ moi nguoi thé nao?” Anh nang giong 1én mot
tong.

Canh phu ntr ng'6i & ban budng thong ddu xem chirng chan nan, Sekitani
va Tsukumi 16 r6 vé phién ndo. Minako khdng nhtic nhich co’ th€, Sakazaki
thi 6m dau. Sakazaki Kimiko hinh nhw dang nhin cham chdm vao mot dieém
trong thinh khong.

Riéng Fujima khong bi€u 16 cam xtdc gi. Anh ta ngudc nhin 1én trdn nha
nhu th€ dang dén do suy nghi gi d6, roi triit ra mot tiéng thé dai 4o nio.

“Qua nhién, da d&€n budc dwong nay roi...” Giong diéu nghe nhw da bd
cudc.

“Anh néi qua nhién, nghia Ia...” Yunsuke hoi.

“Ching t6i da bay ra hai k& hoach. Mot k& hoach don gian va mot k&
hoach phirc tap. T6i d@ mudn chon con dwong don gian thdi. Nhwng
Minako lai phan d6i. C6 &y néi con dwong d6 sé khong thanh cong dau. Va
khong ai phan bac dwoc y ki€n ctia ¢6 &y ca. Cho nén ching t6i da chon
con dwong phire tap.”

“Pén lic nay, anh ¢6 the’ bd cach néi vong vo d6 di dwore roi day.”

“Xin 161, anh néi ding. Nhung cho phép t6i thanh minh mot diéu thoi.
Ban dau c6 vai ngwoi, bao gom ca toi, da chd dinh sé gidi bay moi chuyén
voi anh.”

“P6 chi la 1oi thanh minh cda anh thdi. Nhwng anh da c6 loi néi thé’, nén
toi ¢ the hi€u 1a moi nguwoi s€ ndi ra moi chuyén & day ding khong?”

“Khong néi thi anh s& bdo canh sat ngay tirc khic ha?”



“Dung vay.”

“Thé& thi, lam gi con dwong lui nira.” Fujima khong nhin Yunsuke ntra,
ma quay ra nhin nhirng ngeoi con lai. “Khong the gidu thém ntra roi. Vay
dén lic ndi ra véi anh Namikishi di thoi!”

Khong ai trd loi. Fujima 1ap lai cAu héi thém Ian nwra, “N6i dwoce roi
chr? Minako, cd dong y phai khong?”

“Né&u moi ngudi bing 1ong.” Minako cii d4u tra 164.

Fujima hing giong. Anh ta nhin Yunsuke.

“Anh Namikishi da suy luan dwoc dén day, c6 nghia la anh da 1o mo
nhan ra chin twedng vu dn. T6i mu6én nghe suy luan dé cda anh truede.”

“Du t6i ¢6 noi thi...”

“Van d¢€ la sy chuan bj tam ly. Néu khong bi€t anh Namikishi da chuan
bi tam 1y d€n dau, ching t6i khé 1ong néi ra cau chuyén dé. Tém lai, day la
tinh hu6ng oai oam v&i ching t6i.”

Yunsuke khoanh tay, khé rén 1én. Anh nhin xung quanh, trtr Fujima, tat
cd moi nguwdi déu cup mat nhin xuéng.

“Thd thwe, goi 1a mwong twong thi dding hon 1a suy ludn. C6 mot
chuyén téi da mwong twong trong dau.”

“Thé€ cling dwore, to1 khong n€ ha dau.” Fujima gat dau.

“Trong treong hop Minako khong phai hung thd, phai xem cd &y dang
bao che cho ai? Phai chiing 12 nhan tinh cfia ¢ &y, nguwdi ma t6i hing tim
kiem? O vao tredong hop d6, toi khong nghi 12 moi ngudi s& hop tac d€ che
gidu vu dn dau. Vay ai la ké khi€n moi ngwoi dong tdm hiép lyc, dé€n thay
Tsukumi cling ra strc d€ bao che nhw thé? Nghi theo chiéu hwdng &Yy, chi ¢6

mot ddp an la dap tng ta't ca diéu kién. To6i n6i dé€n day, chac moi ngwoi da



hi€u t6i mwong twgng ra chin twedng clia vu an thé nao roéi chi. Du c6 the€
day la sy mwong twong ngd ngan, nhung tdi khong the nghi ra ddp dn nao
khac. Nguwoi giét Eriko 1a ngwoi tham gia chuy&n di nay, nhwng hién gio
khong c6 mét & day.”

“Thé& thi ding nhw anh ndi...” Fujima mim cwoi, roi khé néi. “Hung thu

la tré con.”

Trong chdc 1at, sy tinh ldng tuyét d6i bao trim cidn phong, thoii gian nhw
ngung dong. Chaamg ai buon dong day, khdong nghe thdy ca ti€ng quan do
sOt soat 1an tié€ng thé.

Thir d4u tién pha vo sy tinh lang Ay 1a ti€ng lach cach nén trén san nha.

D6 1a &m thanh phat ra khi Yunsuke bwdc chan di trén do.

“Hung tha 1a ai vay?” Yunsuke héi Fujima. Giong anh nhe nhang. “T6i
nén hoéi d6 1a con ai thi ding hon nhi. Hay két qua ding nhw suy luan cua
t61?”

“Anh suy luin thé' nao?”

“Hung tht 1a bon tré. C6 nghia la cd bon dira tré da lam viéc d6. Thé nén
moi ngwoi méi cam tim tré thanh dong pham ma khéng chit do dg.”

“Ra vay!” Fujima gt dau. “Anh c6 th€ suy ludn hoan hdo d&n mirc do.
Cho nén chaamg cO gi ngac nhién khi anh da di dén k€t luin cudi cung.”

“Khong phai sao? Néu khong phai ta't ca bon tré lién quan thi...”

“Trwdc khi néi diéu do, cé 1€ t6i nén giai thich theo thir ty tir ban dau da



nao, ring chuyén gi di xay ra t Fau t&i cudi.”

“Hay day. C6 diéu, t6i khong mudn bi lwgrec bot dau nhé. Pém nay rat
dai, t6i c6 th€ nghe bao nhiéu cling dworc.”

“Vay trudc tién d€ thay Tsukumi néi di. Te doan trao doi véi co
Takashina Eriko.”

Khuon mét Tsukumi hi€n 1é€n vé bdi rdi khi bi Fujima chi dinh.

“T61 n61 dworec khong?” Anh ta khé xac nhan lai.

“Anh Namikishi da nhin thdu td't ca r'6i. Ching ta ding & day thdi. Bd
cudc, k€ sy that, sau d6 ndi ra suy nghi ctia minh.”

Nghe Fujima néi vdy, Tsukumi cup mét, im ling gidy ldt. R'i nhanh
chéng nhin Yunsuke, anh ta ndm hai tay lai, dit 1&én ban.

“Ban d4u cd Takashina d&n bit chuyén v&i ti cling giong diéu nhu the
tdn giu cho vui. Toi khong ngo ¢ ta 1a ngwdi quen ctia anh Namikishi, nén
da mat canh giac. Trong qué trinh néi chuyén, t6i phat hién ra khong phai
ngiu nhién co ta bit chuyén v&i minh, ma cd ta ¢c6 muu d6 16 rét. Cang
kinh ngac hon khi ¢6 ta bi€t ro vé téi va moi nguoi. Va con nim dwoc ca
viéc moi ngwoi dinh cho con hoc trrong trung hoc Shubunkan.”

“Hon ntra...” Yunsuke n6i. “Con bi€t ca chuyén anh lgii dung m&i quan
hé dac biét, ti€p cin nhan vién cua trwong trung hoc Shubunkan, méc nd'i
d&bd me cho con vao treong d6 bang ctra sau.”

“Mic du cdch ding tir ‘“vio treong bing ctra sau’ khong chinh xac 14m,
ma thoi chéng con quan trong nwra. Vi ¢6 Takashina cling dung cach néi do.
Ngwoi d6 cho tdoi xem nhirng birc anh gidng nhw thé nay.” Tay Tsukumi
cam mot birc anh d€ trén ban. D6 1a birc dnh anh ta gdp hai nhan vién cua

trrong trung hoc Shubunkan & quan an gia dinh. “Nhwng khac voi birc anh



nay, néi thé nao nhi, khéng don gian la cudc gip go& gitra nguoi cua trung
tdm luyén thi va nhan vién cda treong trung hoc. Birc anh ¢6 ta dwa ra chup
dwoee vai canh c6 tinh cha't quy€t dinh.”

“C6 tinh chat quy€t dinh w... nghia la...” Yunsuke li€m moi roi mé
miéng. “Birc anh cho thad’y sy trao nhén tién bac a?”

Tsukumi nhin vé phia Fujima té vé cau ctru. Fujima trd 1o thay, “C6 th€
ching to1 s€ bi Ién an 1a dung chi€u tro heén ha, nhung da la bd me thi s€ vi
con cédi ma khong ti€c thir gi. Chi ¢An nghe néi chi tién s& gidp con d6 dat,
di biét 1a khong dwoc phép, nhung van nhim mét dwa chan budc theo con
dwong d6. Bing nhw anh Namikishi néi, birc dnh Takashina dwa cho thay
Tsukumi chyp dwgrc canh ki€u nhw vo toi dwa phong bi tién. Sau do6 thi, a...
0'... nha anh Sekitani cling...”

“Yasuko dd mang tién d&n. Va bi chup lai canh d6.” Sekitani néi bing
giong di€u ba't can.

Yunsuke quay sang héi Minako. “Em cling dwa tién roi a?”

“Khong, em van chwra.” Minako khé 1ic dau.

“Minako van chwa giao tién. Nhwng c6 ciing ¢6 y dinh lam viéc do, ding
khong?” Fujima noi.

Minako sau khi 1am diéu bo b&1i rdi thi rut cam lai.

“Nha to1 thi chwa dwa tién.” Sakazaki Kimiko néi. “Nhwng khi nghe
thay Tsukumi bao c6 th€ dung cach do, tdi cling dinh lam the”.”

Yunsuke thé dai, ldc lw d4u.

“Viéc anh 1an 16i d&€n tan nha cia Eriko & Tokyo la d€ tim xem c6 &Yy
con nim gitr chitng cit ndo nira roi 14y chiing di, ding khong? Nhung ma

toi thd’y ngac nhién dd’y. Moi nguoi da bd bao cong strc, t6 chirc dén ca trai



luyén thi ndy, sao lai con di cu canh d€ bon tré vio treong bang cich d6?
Ching 18 ma'y ngudi khong 6 long tin d6 v&i hoc lue va sy ¢ ging clia
ching?”

“Chinh vi trong tha'y ddng vé c& ging clia nhitng dira tré d6, nén chiing
t6i nghi minh ¢An lam diéu gi d6 d€ gidp chiing.” MAt Sekitani Yasuko sung
dd 1én. “Tai vi néu thi trwot, tit cd sy ¢d ging clia ching s& tan bién nhu
bot bi€n. Viéc d6 ch:fmg phai ra't dang thwong sao?”

“Thé&  thi viéc hoc tdp chdam chi ctia ching thanh v6 ich a?”

Sekitani bat cwoi tried'c cau noéi caa Yunsuke.

“Viéc hoc tap de€ luyén thi chi gidp ich cho chuyén thi ct& thoi. P6 1a 1€
thwong tinh ma.”

“Dui c6 nhur the...” N6i d&n day, Yunsuke kh& nhidm maét, hit thé mot hoi
r'6i nhin Tsukumi. “Viéc di ctra sau d6 c6 dwoc ddm bao khong? Y t6i 1a bd
tién ra r'oi thi cé chic chin thi dau vao treong khong? Trén doi nay c6 day
rdy chuyén ltra loc d€' 147y tién bang nhitng 161 dwong mat.”

“Khong thé kheamg dinh 1a nha't dinh s€ thi ddu.” Tsukumi ning né€ mo
miéng. “Nhung ho c6 the dung cdch néi gan nhw chic chin. Liic ndy, nhu
t6i néi, cum tir ‘di ctra sau’ khong chinh x4c 1dm. Viéc thi ctt & dy van dién
ra binh thwong. Viéc ddnh gia thi do hay thi treeot cling dworc thiee hién binh
thwdng. O bude ndy, dit ¢6 chi bao nhiéu tién ciing khong can thiép dwoc.”

“Néu thé thi...”

“Thi ct 1a ki€m di€m.” Tsukumi néi. “Lay dwoc di€m tdt thi sé dau.
Viéc t6i gidi thiéu nhén vién cia trieong Shubunkan cho moi ngwoi 1a mot
bién phdp chic chin d€ki&¢m dwoc diém.”

“Bién phdp chic chin...” Yunsuke nghiéng dau. “L& nao 12 tiét 15 dé thi



a?r’

“Ping la the&” ddy.” Tsukumi kho s& gat dau. “Nhan vién trong birc anh,
dac biét 1a dan 6ng, 1a nhirng ngwoi lam cong tac quan 1y dé thi.”

“Loi dung chirc vu d€ lam giau cho ban than a? N&u ndi d6 la ciu
chuyén c6 th& bit gip & bat cit noi dAu thi chuyén chi ding lai & d6 thoi
ha?” Yunsuke rd 1€n. “N€&u vay, mdt ngwoi dwa tién la xong thoéi ma. Moi
ngwoi gop tién lai, mot ngwoi dai dién d€ giao dich mua @€ thi, réi sau do
chuyén cho moi ngwoi cling doc khéng hon a?”

“Pd1 phwong cling tinh dén treong hop d6 r'di. Cho nén khong doi nao
ho dwa ban sao d€ thi cho ching ta dau. Vi lam vy khac nao d€ lai chirng
ctr. Budi tdi tredrc hom thi, thi sinh va bd me da tra tién sé tap trung tai mot
khéch san trong thanh phd’, va dé thi s€ dworc ti€t 10 Ian dau tién & d6. bé
thi phai chép tay, dap an khong dwoc cho bi€t, nén b6” me va con cai phai
nhanh chéng nghi cau trd lovi. Thoi gian thi gdp gap, nén khong ranh d€ chi
cho nguwoi khac.”

“Ra vay. Eriko nim thong tin d&n doan nay a?”

“Khong. Hinh nhw ¢6 ta khong biét d&n mic d6 nén md&i ding céch dién
dat ‘vao treong bang clra sau’ dd’y. N6i gi thi néi, cd ta da nhan ra canh
giao nhan tién trong birc dnh c6 lién quan dén viéc lam pham phap nao do.
Khong loai tre kha nang cd ta giri birc anh nay cho phwong tién truyén
thong. Co ta da vira croi vira de doa t6i.”

“Vay cb dy da 18y d6 lam diéu kién d€ doi hoi thir gi? Qua nhién la tién
bac a?”’

“Khéng, ltic d6 co ta khong dodi hdi gi, chi 4m thj ring minh dang nim
trong tay thong tin nay.”

“Khong doi hoi ba't cir diéu gi?” Yunsuke thic méic. “Tai sao nhi?”



“Xt hin dé la luan diéu cua ké di doa nat d6, anh Namikishi.” Fujima
néi. “Néi ra yéu ciu bang 1o s& bi cAu thanh tdi. Ciing chinh Ia rit day
dong ring. PAu tién, th€ hién cho d6i phwong thd'y minh dd nim dwoc
diém yé€u cia d6i phwong, sau dé ung dung quan sat dong tinh cta doi
phrong. Co6 ta ¢c6 gwong mat yéu ki€u nhwng dich thi 1a ké vo lai. Vi anh
ndi la ¢c6 ta trng lam & cong ty diéu tra, nén c6 1€ d6 1a k¥ ndng ma co ta
hoc dwoc & d6.”

Yunsuke nghién ring ham, Itr mit nhin Fujima. Nhung anh khong néi gi,
ma quay lai nhin Tsukumi.

“Vay hai nguoi chi néi thé' roi ¢6 &y roi khoi d6 a?”

“Khong, c6 ta bao mudn thong tha néi chuyén mdt Tan ntra. Thé nén
ching t6i da hen gdp nhau sau btra t6i.”

“Hen & dau?”

“Anh biét bai da't trdng nho bén canh biét thy cho thué khong? Chd ma’y
ciy s6i moc, c6 méac vong. Ching tdi hen gip & d6 liic chin gio.”

“Chin gior a? Thé& nén, tred'c d6 anh da moi cd &y & lai an t6i ding
khong?”

“Ngwoi moi khong phéi t6i. Lic t6i va cd Takashina néi chuyén xong,
anh Sekitani d&n gan. Khi biét co ta la cAp dwdi ctia anh Namikishi, anh
Sekitani ngd losi moi ¢o ta & lai an t6i.”

“Luc do, t6i dau ngo ¢o6 ta va thdy Tsukumi lai trao d6i v&i nhau nhw
the€”"” Sekitani phan tran.

“Vay, anh bi€t chuyén do6 khi nao?”

“Ngay truedc khi an xong btra t&i. Thdy Tsukumi chi tAim sy chuyén nay

vori tdi va anh Sekitani.” Fujima ndi.



“Mic di stng s6t, ching tdi van bdo nhau 1a nghe xem c0 ta néi gi triede
da. Va gitr kin chuyén nay v&i nhirng ngeoi khac. Ching toi da vo cling bat
an cho d&n khi moi chuyén ngi ngii. Nhwng ma dé mot chd 1a ching toi da
néi chuyén d6 & géc vuon.” Anh ta hwédng mét nhin manh vuon & ding
sau. “Co6 1€ ching t6i da hanh dong ba't can. Vi twdng xung quanh khong c6

b A

ai.

“Anh néi vay la sao?”

“Hinh nhw ldc d6 da ¢6 nguoi nghe thd’y ching tdi néi chuyén.”

“La bon tré ha?”

“Dung vay.”

“La dia nao thé&?”

“R6i anh s€ bi€t th6i. Moi thdy Tsukumi néi ti€p.” Fujima gio tay ra
hiéu moi Tsukumi.

“Chic anh Namikishi con nhé, budi t&6i hom d6 to6i di néi vé dinh
hwdng cau hoi trong dé thi voi moi nguwoi dén chin gior. Sau d6, t6i dén
di€ém hen dé€ gap cd Takashina. Nhw ban ndy tdi néi, & bai da't trdng c6 cay
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“Khoan di! N&u th&, phai nhic d&n chuyén ctia tdi trede.” Sekitani khé
gio tay lén. “Téi roi khoi day trede thdy Tsukumi mot bwde, bdi mudn 1én
quan sat xem thay &y va cd Takashina trao doi nhirng gi. Nhwng vi khong
th€ di theamg dén chd hen, nén t0i da tat qua biét thy cho thué, doi mot 14t
roi m&i roi khoi d6. Téi deng dwdi tan ciy cach dé khong xa, am thim
quan sat tinh hinh, th@y c6 ta thong dong ngdi bén canh cay so6i. Nhwng
thay Tsukumi thi mai chwa xua't hién. Thay la, to1 dinh bung quay vé biét
thy nay, thi thay Tsukumi lai d&n ding lic ay. Héi thi thay &y bdo vi phai

di tim chi&€c gidy bj mat. Th& 1a chiing t6i cing d&n chd hen, con bdo nhau



la chuyén la that ddy. Trén dwong di, t6i quyét dinh s€ dén sau thay &y mot
chut. R61 chfmg may chdc sau d6, thdy Tsukumi hdt hai quay lai, mit cit
khong con giot mau. Bi€u hién cda thay &y khong binh thwong. To6i hodi da
cO chuyén gi, thi...”

Sekitani nhin Tsukumi, dwong nhw muén anh ta ti€p lovi.

Tsukumi van nhin chdm chim c4i ban.

“Co ta da chét. O’ bén canh ciy s0i, mau chay 1énh lang tw trén dau...”

“Tai sao anh khong bdo canh sat ngay lic d6?”

“T6i da dinh lam thé&”. Nhung triedee khi t6i lam viéc d6, anh Sekitani da
nhan ra mot diéu.”

“La d&u chan.” Sekitani néi. “O hién trrong con sot lai vai dd'u chan.
Vira nhin thdy nhitng ddu chan d6, ching t6i 14p tirc hi€u ring di xay ra
chuyén 16m r'6i.”

“Dau chan dé 1a...”

“Pung vay. Anh Namikishi cling bi€t phai khong? La dau vét cua doi

giay the thao cuing loai ma bon tré di.”

“C6 mot hon da roi & bén canh xac cd ta. Hon da to ngang qua bong trong
mon béng ném. Trén dd c6 dinh mdu.” Sekitani k& bing giong déu déu,
khong c6 ngw di¢u. “Toi dodn ai d6 da am tham dén sau lwng c6 ta, roi
dung hon da dé dap vao dau. Van dé la ai da lam viéc d6. Nhung da'u chan

con s6t lai noi d6 ro rang di chi ra hung thi 12 ai. A khéng.” Anh ta 1ic dau.



“Khong chi ra dich danh ai, nhung chi ra d6 1a ngwoii & nhém nao. Dui sao
toi cling hoang mang khong bi€t phai lam gi, nén da dién thoai, goi anh
Fujima dén.”

“Hoéa ra hién treong vu gi€t nguoi la & dwdi ciy s6i.” Yunsuke 1am
bam.

“Th&y anh Sekitani goi, t6i thang thd't chay dén hién treong, qua that
ldc Ay tbi cling long da rdi boi.” Fujima 16 ra nu cwoi chua chat. “Thoat
dau tdi qua hoang loan nén dinh s€ goi canh sat, b&i trong dau khong nghi
ra phwong an nao khic. Nhwng nghe anh Sekitani va thay Tsukumi no6i thi
tree gidc mach bao t6i khong dwoec phan dodn voi vang.”

“N6i tom lai, anh hanh dong nhw thé” vi bi€t hung thu 1a bon tré w?”

Fujima git dau. Trén gwong mét d6, nu ceoi da khdng con nira.

“D&u giay da da chirng minh diéu d6 r'6i, lai thém cau chuyén hai ngwoi
dé6 k€, khién toi khong nghi ra ddp an nao khac nira. Vao thoi di€m dé, khu
vice xung quanh khéng cé 18y mot bong ngwoi. Va lai, trén thi thé€ cua
Takashina khong c6 dd'u v€t cho thdy da bi hanh hung, hay bi 18y trdm do.
Mic du khé tin, nhwng ching t6i chi con cach chadp nhén sy that.”

“MAay dra con trai 1&p nam ti€u hoc, c¢6 the lwc d&€n mirc ching ta phai
kinh ngac. Takashina lic 4y dang ngdi, nén dau 1a tré con van c6 th€ d'on
hét stitc ddp manh hon d4d vao dau cd ta. VA lai, con 1én tin cong tir ding
sau nén cO ta da chét ma khong kip phan trng gi.” Sekitani nhan nhd.

“Chtng t0i cling nhin ra viéc bon tré thn nhan vueot xa ngwedi 1on ching
ta 29
“Thé& nén moi nguwoi quyét dinh di chuyén céi xac a?”

“O thoi di€m d6, t6i chura nghi ra duge k& sdch nao. Nhung toi chic



chin mot diéu 1a khong thé d€ cdi xdc & dA’y nhuw the. Nén tdi di nhd anh
Sekitani dung xe 0 t0 d€ chuyén céi xac di. Pwong nhién lic dé ching toi
cling x6a dd'u chan & hién trwong, roi ra siec phi dat Ién d€ vét mau cuia
Takashina khong noi r6.” Fujima néi r'oi nhin vE€ phia ctra. “Liic bé céi xac
xudng, vi so’ ngwoi ngoai trong tha’y, ching t6i khong quay dau, ma lui xe
d4n vao bai dd xe, nhung tdi khong ngo anh Namikishi lai phdt hién ra
di€m d6. Ba vay lai con do birc tranh cia Shota dwa ra ggi y.”

“Vay k& sach dwgc quyét dinh r6 rang tir khi nao?” Yunsuke hai.

“Co6 the néi chiing tdi da quyét dinh qua loa trong lic di chuyén céi xac.
Du thé& nao, ciing phai bdo sy tinh cho may ba v’ biét.”

“Nhirng ngwoi & day lic d6 1a...”

“Vo t06i, vor chong anh Sekitani, thém cd Minako va thay Tsukumi.
Kimiko ciling c6 mat, nhung c6 &y udng thudc nén ngu say. T6i cling nghi
cang it ngwoi bi€t bi mat cang t6t, nén da khong danh thirc Kimiko day.”

“Vay moi ngwoi cling quy€t dinh sé xi 1y cdi xdc & dau r'oi nhi?”

“Piing vdy. Moi ngudi déu dong tinh rang chi con cdch d6. The nhung,
ldc dinh bét tay vao thwc hién, mot chuyén ngoai dy tinh xay ra.” Fujima
cham chu nhin Yunsuke r'6i néi. “Anh Namikishi, anh da goi dién vé va bao
s€ quay lai bi€t thy.”

“Cudc dién thoai da khi€n moi ngwoi hoang h6t ding khéng?”

“Chung t6i hoang hot that. Chiing t6i doan Takashina la nguoi yéu cia
anh twr cudc ndi chuyén gitra ¢ ta va thay Tsukumi, nén khong nghi anh sé
chiu 1éng nghe y kién cta chiing tdi. Nhung bang moi gid, phdi ngin chin
viéc anh ndi khiing 1én va bdo canh sit. Bang cich ndo d6, c¢an tao ra tinh
hudng d€ anh hop tdc che day vu 4n, di 1a mién cudng. Trong liic anh dang

quay vé ddy, ching tdi da todt mo hdi, vat 6¢c suy nghi. Va cudi ciing,



ngwoi nghi ra k& sach d6 1a Minako.”

Yunsuke nhin vo. C6 hoi ngang dau 1€n, sau khi li€c nhin chong thi lai
ctii gdm mit xudng.

“To6i da nghi d6 la mot k& sach hay. B&i du anh ¢6 y dinh ly hon di
chang ntra, & giai doan hién tai, anh hin 1a khong mong vor minh tré thanh
hung thil giét ngwdi. Ngoai ra, néu dong co giét ngudi lai 1a ric 181 vdi
nhén tinh cta anh, thi vu an bi cong khai s€ d6ng nghia v&i viéc anh mat di
dja vi trong xa hoi. Ching tdi cho rang chi c6 1am cdch d6 thi anh mé&i chiu
hop tac d€ phi tang cai xac.”

“Thé& réi moi ngwoi chuyén cdi xac vé phong t6i va tao v€t mau gia ha?”

“Thay Tsukumi da quay vé biét thy d€ 18y mau vé. Nhung qua that
ching t61 da khinh sudt. Kazue thi so’ sudt khi khong don dep cho cdn
phong sach tinh twrom, va ciling khong the pht nhan rang chiing toi di ddnh
gi4 thap anh.” N6i d&n day, Fujima ding phit ddy. R'di anh ta quay miit vé
phia Yunsuke, cti dau. “Ching t61 khong h€ c6 y xau. Moi viéc chung toi
lam la d€ che ddy vu an. To6i khong ddm xin anh tha thir, nhwng it nha't hay
hi€u cho suy nghi ctia ching t6i.”

Hoc theo Fujima, Sekitani va v¢g minh cting cui dau.

“Moi nguoi dién hay that. Toi da hoan toan bj Itra. Minako, dién xuat
cta em ciing khong thua kém.” Yunsuke néi v&i vor, nhung c¢6 khong hé
nhuc nhich.

“Vay con hung khi thi thé” nao?” Anh héi. “Hon da roi & hién treong
that sy i.”

Fujima lai n& nu cwoi ba't luc.

“NG dang & dudi ddy h'o cing véi cdi xdc. Anh Namikishi, ching phai



to61 va anh cung nhan chim n6 sao?”

“Trong chd da thém vao cho ning do6 a?”

“Liic anh va anh Sekitani boc cdi xdc bang bat nylon, toi bdo s& di nhiit
da ding khong? Ky thyc, khong phdi mot minh t6i lam viéc d6. Khi aYy,
thy Tsukumi ciing dang bén ngoai. Hon d4 hung khi dwge d€ 14n vao chd
da do.”

“Hén chi, t6i cling thay la vi trong mot khodng thdi gian ngdn ma anh
nhit dwoc nhi€u da dén vay.”

“Piing nhw anh nhin nhan. Lic &y, thdy Tsukumi 4m thAm ho trg' & phia
sau. Thé nén chiing ta m&i cé th€ thuin loi phi tang cai xac ma khong gép
bat ky tré ngai nao.”

“Goi 1a thanh c6ng nho' ¢6 ngwoi hau thuin dé ha?” Yunsuke di vé phia
ban quiy, dirng sau lung vor chong Sakazaki.

“Hai nguoi dwoe nghe sy tinh nhw by gior vao lic hai ngwoi bao sé rovi
khdi day ha? Anh Fujima mudn ngin can hai ngwdi bang moi gid, nén da
giai thich tinh hinh ding khong?”

“Chuyén c6 li€n quan dén bon tré, nén téi khong con lga chon nao
khac.” Sakazaki 1am bam. “Anh Fujima bao phai ltra anh Namikishi—
ngwoi khong bié€t chan twdng vu 4n, toi cling ra't khé x& khi lam vay.”

“Lai 1a vi c6 lién quan d&n bon tré a?”

Yunsuke quay lai, di t&i gitra can phong. Anh nhin bon ho mét Ian ntra,
sau cung thi ditng mét & chd Fujima.

“T6i da hi€u gan hét sy tinh roi. Tuy c6 nhiéu di€m khién toi kinh ngac,
nhung c6 vé khong khdc 14m so v&i muong twong cia toi. Tuy nhién, trong

ciu chuyén ctia moi nguoi bd sét di€m quan trong nha't. Moi ngwoi thin



trong 1ai cau chuyén dé€ khong phai dé cap dén diém quan trong d6. Nhwng
chuing nao chwa dwoec nghe di€m do, toi s€ khong thdy thuyé&t phuc dau.
Hién nhién moi nguwdi hidu tdi dang nhic tdi diém gi.”

Fujima thé ra mot hoi, vai anh ta buéng thong xuéng cung lic.

“Toi1 bi€t ma.”

“Vay c6 the cho tdi bi€t diém quan trong d6 khong?” Yunsuke cao
giong. “T6i bi€t hung thu 1a tré con roi. Nhwng 12 ai trong s bdon dira tré?
Hay la ta't ca bon ching, nhw t6i néi lic dau?”

Yunsuke &n vao khée mit minh, roi ddo mat mdt vong nhin vor chdng
Sekitani, Kazue, Minako, roi vor chong Sakazaki. Khong ai trong s6 ho déap
lai 4nh méat anh. Chi riéng Fujima quay lai nhin anh, 4nh mét ngip tran sy
bat luec.

“Khong, khdng phai ta't ca bon ching. Hung thd chi ¢ mot dira thoi.”

“Mot dira w?”

“V€ chuyén nay, tham khao y ki€n ctia anh Sekitani xem sao nhi?”
Fujima dun day.

Sekitani gai dau, nhan mat.

“Nhw tdi ndi ban nay, tdi roi biét thy s¢m hon thdy Tsukumi va dinh
dén di€m hen d6 tred'c mot bwdc. Nhwng thd’y con sém nén toi da ghé qua
biét thy cho thué. Va khi tdi roi biét thy d6...” Sekitani tam ngét & ddy, hit
thé sdu mdt hoi. “Tha’y trong ti giay chi c¢6 ba do6i giay thé thao cia bon
tré. Chic chén tdi khong nhin nhdm. Nhung lic d6 toi khong nghi siu xa.
Sau ndy ngim lai m&i thA'y minh da b 1& tinh tiét quan trong.”

“Vay a?” Yunsuke md& to mit. “At hin Eriko bi giét lic anh roi khoi biét

thy cho thué. Viéc con ba doi giay trong td chirng minh c6 it nhat ba dra tré



& lai biét thy.”

“Hung tha d6...” Fujima néi. “Chic hin hung thu da nghe 1én cudc néi
chuyén giwra t6i, anh Sekitani va thdy Tsukumi sau bwra t6i. Hung thu coi
Takashina Eriko & diu ba't ngo xuadt hién la vat ngang dwong nén quyét
dinh giét cb ta. Va chép thoi co trede khi thdy Tsukumi xud't hién tai di€m
hen d¢ ra tay. Con bing moi cich gitr chan thay Tsukumi d€ kéo dai thoi
gian.”

“Ra vay!” Yunsuke dép tay. “Thé& nén mdt chié€c giay mai...”

“P¢ cling 1a manh khée cia hung tha, khi€n cho thay Tsukumi roi khoi
day muon hon du chi mot chut.”

Yunsuke d€ tay 1én ddu. Anh géi téc sot soat. “Troi o, tré con ma lam
dén miec thé’...”

“Anh Sekitani cling n6i r'oi nhi. Bon ching con tan nhin hon nguwdi 16m.
ba vay con tinh toan ki lwong, khi hanh dong hay khi Ién k& hoach déu
binh tinh veot xa ngwdi 16n.” Fujima néi, d6i vai van budng thong.

“Vay thi...?” Yunsuke nhin cham cham vao san nha. “Hung tha 13 ai?
N6i dai mot nguoi di! Ai trong s6 bdn dira tré da giét Eriko?”

Giong néi clia anh vang vong khép ciin phong. B&i moi nguwdi déu dang
im lang. Fujima cling kho s& cti mit.

“Anh Fujima!” Yunsuke thuc giuc.

Fujima cham rdi 1ic dau. “Téi khong biét.”

“Anh no6i sao?”

“T6i khong bi€t ma. That da’y. Toi chi bi€t hung tha 1a mdt trong s& bon
dira tré thoi. Nhwng tdi khong biét 1a dira nao. Chwa xac dinh dwoc con cua

ai trong s6 b6’ me ng'6i day la hung tha.”



Yunsuke thin thd ditng d6. Anh chép mét lién h'6i, cit th miéng mé ra, roi
khép lai khong bi€t bao nhi€u [an. Ma't mot lic sau d6, anh quay sang hdi
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vo, “Chuyén la nhu the"a?”

C6 gat dau. Dwong nhw strc lyc trong cor the da bi rit can.

“Khong, nhing ma, néu thé...” Yunsuke 1dp bép. “Nghia 1a cdc ngudi
cling khong y thirc dwgre minh dang bao che cho ai. Vay ¢6 céan thié€t phai
che gidu vu 4n trong khi khong bi€t hung thu la ai khong?”

“Chtng t6i bi€t hung thi dd’y ch.” Fujima néi. “La tré con. La dira tré
nao d6 trong s& con cua ching t6i.”

“Anh dang néi khong biét hung tha 13 ai cling dwoc ddy w? Rang du
hung thii ¢6 12 ai thi moi nguwdi cling s& bao che cho hung thii 2? Sy gin két
cla cac ngroi d&n mire d6 sao?” No6i dén diy, Yunsuke nging 10i. Anh mé
to miéng, nhung khong néi 1o nao ntra. Anh hit khong khi vao trong co
the. Va gitt nguyén tw th&” d6, nhin mot lwgt bon ho. Nhitng ngwoi xung
quanh dang nhin anh v&i nét mat bu'on ba.

Anh thé ra mot ho.

“Ra vay, qua nhién moi chuyén la nhw viy.”

“Anh c6 hi€u cho suy nghi cia ching t6i khong?” Fujima hi.

“Hiéu rang moi nguwdi khong tin twdng con minh w? Héa ra moi ngudi
déu nghi ngo' con minh la hung thi. Cho nén khéng mudn lam sang td vu
an, cling khong mudn ai thay cac ngwoi lam rd chuyén do, nén khong tiéc
cong de€ che day vu 4n.”

Yunsuke cii nguoi tred'c Minako, anh dit tay 1€n doi vai c6, roi rung



doi vai d6 vé ding trude.

“Em ciing th¢" 2? Khong tin Shota phai khong? Em nghi thing bé ciing
cé th€ giét ngwoi chir gi?”

Long den trong mét c¢d chuyén dong, thu hinh anh chdng vao trong mét.

“Anh nghi em khong tin Shota a?”

“N€u em tin thi da...”

“Nhung ma...” C6 néi. “Nhirng ngwoi khac cling thé. Ho déu tin con
minh. Tin ring con minh khong doi ndo lam chuyén ngu ngdc d6 ca.
Nhung chuyén di xay ra chirng minh rang long tin cfia ai d6 trong s& b me
& day bi phan bdi. Anh nghi ai ddm ding 1én qui quyét ring ngudi dé
khong phai 1a minh?”

“Nhwng ma... Viéc con minh c¢é phai hung thi khong minh phai hi€u rod
hon ai hét chi.”

Minako 1ién nhin ch'ong v&i 4nh mét throng cdm, r6i khé mim cwoi.

“Em c twdng minh hi€u. Nhung ma moi nguwoi & day ciing déu hiéu
nhr em. Em cling hi€u suy nghi cia anh. Nhung sy that khong th€ lay
chuyén ntra r'6i. P&n nwde nay, moi chuyén da giéng nhw trd choi co quay
Nga. Pan nha't dinh s€ bén tring ai d6. Xac sua't bi tring dan la nhw nhau.”

“Thé& nén moi nguwdi méi ding viéc xdc dinh xem dan s& ban dén chd ai
a?” Yunsuke 14c d4u. “Anh khong hi¢u nsi.”

“Anh khong hiéu ciing phai. T ddu em da biét diéu do.”

“Sao em lai nghi th&’ha? Vi Shota khong phai con rudt ctia anh a?”

Minako nhim mét. C tr tir mé& mét ra, roi ctt dong doi moi. “Diing
the"”

Yunsuke ba't gidc tho dai, quay sang bén canh.



“Liic ndy t6i n6i chwa ding.” Fujima néi. “T6i néi ring vi Takashina la
nhéan tinh cda anh nén c6 1€ anh s€ hop tic voi ching téi. Nhung that ra
khong chi vi mdi 1y do d6. T6i dodn rang dii c6 néi sw that, chwa chic anh
s€ thadu hieu cho suy nghi ctia ching tdi. R6i anh nha't dinh s€ doi tim ra
hung thd cho bang dworc.”

Yunsuke van lic dau. Anh co tay vao mit, 6m dau.

“T6i khong tai nao hi€u dwoc. V&i xdc sudt mdt phén bon, mot khi
chuyén con cua ai la hung thi dwoc sdng to, can gi che ddy vu an hay bay
ra chi€u tro gi ntra, suy nghi the’ chealng phai binh thwong sao?”

“Khi chuyén sdng té thi dd mudn r'6i, anh Namikishi.” Fujima Kazue néi
khé. “N&u bi€t con minh khdng phai hung thu, chflng ai ti€p tay cho viéc
pham t0i ntra dau. Chinh vi khong bi€t nén moi ngwoi méi liéu mang d¢
hop tdc v&i nhau.” Gigng néi tram cua co ta vang vong hon.

Yunsuke ding diy. Anh tiép tuc lac dau. Anh di gan vé phia ctra & 167
vao, roi quay dau lai.

“T6i n6i lai mot Tan nwra. T6i khong hi€u. Cling khdng theo kip cau
chuyén cta cic nguwoi. Pang ti€c, t6i khong the dap lai sw ky vong clia moi
ngwoi danh cho t6i.”

“Gi vay?” Sekitani néi roi deng ddy. Nhung Fujima da tom tay anh ta
lai.

“C6 ép budc anh Namikishi ¢ day cling khong c6 y nghia gi. Néu khong
the gin k&t bén chit thi khong vieot qua chuyén Tan nay dau. T dau toi da
noi roi1 con gi.”

“Nhwng ma...” Sekitani n6i ro1 cui mat.

“Anh ¢ ty nhién, anh Namikishi.” Fujima chia tay ra hi€u. “Anh cir lam



theo phén dodn cua minh. Nhirng gi can néi chiing t6i ciing néi réi. Chuyén
sau do, tuy anh quy€t dinh.”

“T6i dinh bao canh sat day.”

Nghe d&n day, Fujima d6t nhién rut cim lai. “N&u y anh da quyét vay,
chuing t6i khong the€’ lam gi khac.”

“T6i xin phép.” Yunsuke roi phong.

Quay vé phong ro6i, Yunsuke khdng ctir dong noi. Anh ctr ng6i trén giwong,
im lang mdt h'6i 1lau. Canh cra mé& ra ma khong cé ti€ng dong. Minako
buwde vao trong day canh cira dong lai. Yunsuke chi li€c nhin v, roi khong
noéi gi ma dirng ddy, nhét @6 dac vao trong tui.

“Anh coi thwong em, a khong, tui em day a?” Giong c6 nhw dang na'c
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1én.

Nguoi chong khong dirng tay, chi 1ic dau. “Anh khong biét.”

“Th& a. C6 th€ 14m chit...”

“Sao niém tin clia em d& lay chuyén d&n the? Em khong cd” ging d¢ tin
con minh a? Hay em nghi Shota lam viéc d6? Em nghi chi vi chuyén thi ct
ma né nhin tAm giét ngwoi sao? Chuyén d6 khong cin suy nghi ciing biét
ma.” NOi roi, anh bat lyc xua tay. “Nhwng ma anh ¢6 n6éi chuyén nay bao
nhi€u thi cling khong c¢6 y nghia gi dau. Du ta't ca b6 me ¢ day déu tin con
minh, nhung nhat dinh trong s& d6 cling c¢6 modt ngwoi phan bdi lai ni€ém

tin do ma.”



“Moi ngudi déu méic nor giong nhau.”

“MéEc no? Y em 1a sao0?”

Minako ng6i xudng giwong, lam dong tac gio tay bop vai.

“Loi anh Fujima ndi ban nay, c6 mét chit d6i tra.”

“Poan nao vay?”

“V€ sy bdo dap khi dwore ti€t 1§ deé thi.”

“Bao dip la n6i ve tién con gi.”

“Ngoai tién ra co’.”

“Ngoai tién ra con thir gi nra?” No6i r'oi, Yunsuke quay dau lai, mé to
mit.

Minako im ling nhin chim cham c4i san nha.

“L& nao...” Yunsuke ngip nguwng.

“La th¢ ‘1€ nao’ ma anh dang nghi dy.” Minako van cdi mit. “Nguoi
ti€t 16 dé thi khong phai mot ngeoi. Cé ba ngwoi, bao gom ca ngwoi phu
trach. MOt ngwoi phu ntt, hai ngwoi dan 6ng. Khdng can néi ciling biét,
ngurdi nim quyén quyét dinh 12 hai ngwdi dan 6ng kia.”

“Bdo dap cho may nguoi dan 6ng d6?”

“Piing vay.” Minako gat dau. “Me cua thi sinh s€ dang than thé cho ho.
Viéc d6 thay cho ban khé& woc.”

“Tsukumi sip x&p viéc d6 a?”

“Thay &y khong ép budc. Ma dm chi th6i. Va doa n€u khong cé kh€
woc, 6 the' bi 1at keo vao phiit chét.”

“Cdi tén d6 that 1a...”

“Tsukumi chi 1am theo chi thj cia bén kia thoi. Chit khong phai thay Ay



mudn lam diéu do.”
“Em ciing...” Yunsuke nudt nwdc bot. “Lam khé& wde roi a?”
. A ~s 1< A X
Minako cham rai lac dau. “Em van chwa.”

“Chwa v?”

“Em chwa ha quy€t tim lam viéc d6. Thu thiat em cling mudn 18y dworc
dé thi. Va c6 y dinh s€ tra tién cho viéc d6. Nhung anh dwng hi€u Tam, em
s& trd bang von liéng danh dum dwoc trwde khi 18y anh. Em khong dinh
phién d&n anh dau. Nhwng ma bj doi hoi than th€ thi qua thyc em thdy
leong lw.”

“Em lam vay la ding. Vay kh& wéc d6 dang dwoec tam hoédn a?”

Co git dau. “Nhung em sip phai trd 10 ro6i.”

Yunsuke m@ miéng, hit manh khdng khi vao trong co’ thé.

“Vay ra cai bao cao su d6 d€ lam viéc nay ha? Va em da quyé€t dinh s€
hi€n than a?”

“Khong phai em quy€t dinh roi. Em dang lwong Iy ma. Né6i 1a em da
ting leong lw thi ding hon. Em dinh s€ quyét dinh vao phit chét. Mang
theo bao cao su bén minh, d¢ n€u 16’ viéc d6 xay ra, cling khong lo chuyén
mang thai. COn né&u van thi’y phan van, em sé€ dwng lai. Em da nghi vy
dé.”

“Troi oi!” Yunsuke dat tay 1€n tran. “Anh chi c6 th€ néi 1a em mat tri
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roi.
“Anh n6i ding. Bon em déu ma't tri r'oi. Bo ra khoan tién 1on cho ky thi

d6 thi da danh, ddng nay con dinh dang vor 1én tin miéng nhitng ngudi d6.”

L& Minako néi xen 14n ti€ng cwoi chua chét. Toan than ¢ dang run ray.

“Khoan da. Vay thi, v¢’ cia dam dan 6ng duwdi kia cling...”



“Em chwa héi theamg bao gio, ban than ho cling khéng mudn néi, nhwng
em nghi ho da 1ap kh& wéc xong xudi. It nha't 1a Kazue va Yasuko.”

Yunsuke gao 1én, “MAay ba v¢ thi da danh, con nhirng ngwoi chdng, ho
nghi gi trong dau vay?”

“Nhitng ngudi d6 tam thdi...” Minako nghiéng dau. “Ching phai 1a vo
nhw khong bi€t hay sao?”

“Em n6i vay nghia la sao?”

“P¢ ban vé viéc ti€t 10 dé thi, ho luén goi me cda thi sinh dén. Thay
Tsukumi & gilta sip x&p, d€ me thi sinh gip nhan vién cla treong
Shubunkan. Giao dich ciing dién ra noi dé, kh&” wéc ma em néi ban nay
cling dwoc ho 4m chi & d6. Khi 4%, ho ciing ra vé ti t& khuyén ring nén gitr
bi mét v&i chong.”

“Th& nén may 6ng ch'ong déu khong bi€t a?”

“Truedc mat 1a vdy.” Minako cudi nh&ch moi. “Nhung thuc ra ho biét.
Vi viéc d6 1am sao gidu dwoc. Vo chdng s& ngam hiéu véi nhau rang
khong dworc da dong dén viéc d6.”

“Ra vay.”

“Ban ndy c6 nhic d&n chuyén bitrc anh Eriko mang dén chup dwoc canh
giao nhan tién nhi? Céi d6 khong ding 1dm. Thuyc t& thi d6 13 dnh bang
chirng cua viéc kh& wdc dwoc 14p ra.”

“Kh& woce... hd?” Yunsuke git dau hai, ba Tan. “Cé nghia 1a birc anh
chup cdnh nhitng ngwoi vor dwgc din d&n chd nhin vién cta trueong
Shubunkan, r'6i di vao trong khach san tinh yéu. Ra vay, thé thi anh hi€u
roi. Anh ciing khong nghi viéc giao nhan tién lai d&€ bj chup lai dé dang nhw
the".”



“Khi bié€t ¢6 birc anh d6, anh Fujima 14n anh Sekitani déu hoang mang.”
“Anh hi€u sy hoang mang ctia ho. Du vay, néi di thi phai néi lai, sao ho
c6 th€ hoc theo nhau ma diang vor minh cho ngwoi khéc. Lai con binh than

dén th& chr?”

“Néu la anh thi sao?” Minako hoéi. “Néu em lam viéc do, cé khi anh
cling ding dung nhi?”

“Viéc d6...” Yunsuke 1&p Itng r6i nhin vo. “Y em 12 sa0?”

“Anh ludn mic ké em mudn 1am gi thi 1am ma. B&i vi...” C6 ngudc mét
nhin ch'dng. “Anh chi cho’ em ngoai tinh ding khéng? D€ anh ¢6 th€ duwong
hoang ma ly hon.”

Yunsuke khong tra 1o, chi thé ra mét hoi, roi ngdi xudng cai ghé&” bén
canh.

“Nha nao ciing vay thdi. Khi con 1én 1&p sau ciing la ldc tinh cdm v
chdong ngudi lanh. Anh Fujima 1an anh Sekitani déu khong mudn ly hon.
Nhwng qua nhién ho vin cdm tha’y khé chd’p nhin v&i viéc vor minh da lam.
Ho khong hé dirng dwng dau. K€ ca khi chuyén nay xong xudi roi, em nghi
ho s& cdm thay dan vit. Vi vdy, nhitng ngudi dé méi tao cho minh mot 167
thoat d€ tranh khoi ndi din vit d6. Anh nghi 187 thodt d6 1a gi?”

Yunsuke 14c dAu.

“La ty do yéu dwong.” C6 ndi. “Ho chd’p nhan ban doi ¢6 quan hé ngoai
ludng, mién 12 vor chdng con gin két. Ha ha, néi thé nay nghe c6 vé hay
hon, d6 12 dam lao phai theo lao, ho nhim mét 1am ngo chuyén ngoai tinh
cta nhau.”

“P¢6 1a 1y do Sekitani va Kazue du y&€m nhau trong veon ddy a? Gio thi

anh da hi€u tai sao Fujima 14n Yasuko trong thdy canh d6 ma khong néi



nang gi. B&i 1€ ho ciing vui vé lam diéu twong ty.”

“Anh Fujima...” Minako quay lai vé& mit nghiém tdc. “... bi€t chd c6 th€
mua ma tdy hop phap. Nghe néi hai cidp vo chong do thi thoang lai to chirc
tiéc.”

“Tiéc 2?” Yunsuke dap tay vao dau gdi. “Nhic mdi nhé, Sakazaki da néi
Vvé bita tiéc gi d6 v&i anh. Nén Fujima d3 chdng ché ring dé 1a tiéc
karaoke.”

“Sakazaki m&i vao nhom gan day. Ngay chuyén di nay, néu cé co hoi
thi ho cling mu6n to chire tiéc ma tiy.”

Yunsuke dirng ddy, anh vira 1c d4u vira di xung quanh cin phong.

“Ho mat tri r'oi sao? PBinh nhan ldc bon tré khong c¢é mat d€ thac loan a?
A ma Kimiko tirng bdo miy nguoi d6 khong binh thwong, c6 18 1a néi veé
viéc nay.”

“Kimiko khinh thwong moi ngwoi. Nhung ma con trai ¢6 &y hoc kém
nha't, khi€n cd &y luén phién mudn. Lai thém 6ng chdong cdp ke hét nguoi
nay toi ngwoi khac, nén cd Ay ba't can, chealng them de’'y dén diéu ti€ng bén
ngoai ntra. Nhung c6 &y sic khde khdng tdt, nén chan che mai chwa dit
khodt dwore. Nghe néi tir sau cudc phiu thudt ciua co6 Ay, vor chong ho
khéng sinh hoat dwoc nwra.”

Yunsuke lam diéu b6 gior hai tay 1én dau. Sau d6, anh quay nguoi vé
phia cdi tui, ti€p tuc thu don.

“Anh oi!”

“Anh hi€u r'oi. Du néi bao nhiéu I'dn r'oi thi anh van phai néi. Moi nguoi
ma't tri roi.”

Anh kéo khéa tdi, deo d6ng h'¢ vao co tay.



“Puing the¢.” Minako kh€ néi. “Bon em d€u ma't tri. Khong phéi bon em
khong biét diéu d6, ma ludén nguy bién rang moi chuyén 1a ban cling bat
dic di cho d&n khi ky thi ké&t thdc, d€ 1dng trdnh ma khong phai doi miit.
Nhwng két cuc, bon em da ty tay bép ¢6 minh.”

Yunsuke nhin mit vor. Nwdre mét trio ra tir khée mét co.

“Bon em déu khong biét hung tha 1a ai. Ngim lai thi c6 khi nhirng viéc
bon em lam da tac dong xau t&i bon tré cling nén. Viéc Eriko phat hién ra bi
mat cia bon em, r'oi con tdp hop chirng ¢t chirng minh bi mat dé6 khong
khic nio gidng mot don tri mang d&n bon em. Anh cho ring dil em biét
viéc nay triede khi ¢o ta bj gi€t, em vAn mudn co ta bi€n ma't khdi the gian
nay ding khong? B&i vay, em cling khong the kh?ing dinh ring Shota c6
suy nghi diéu twong tw hay khong. Bon em khong ty tin d€ c6 the tin twdng
bon tré.”

Yunsuke Idc dAu, ¢am tdi xdch 1én.

“Em mudn lam gi thi lam. C6 diéu, anh khoéng th€ dirng vé phia bon
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em.

Anh budec di, dit tay 1én cdi tay nim ctra. Nhung trede khi kéo canh cira
ra, anh quay nguwoi lai.

Minako dang ding d6, cAm cdi kéo trén tay. Mili kéo sic nhon, 4nh 1én
mau bac.

Yunsuke dé chung. “Em dinh dung cai d6 d€ dam anh a?”

“Em khong biét phadi 1am gi nira. Nhung em biét chic mot diéu, moi
ngwoi s€ khdn ddn néu em d€ anh di khoi day.”

“Thé& em nghi bay gio’ khong khon don a?”

“Néu anh dinh d&n chd canh sét...” Minako thon thirc. “Hay néi hung



thu giét Eriko 1a em. BPung ndi sy that.”
Yunsuke tho dai.

“Anh khong lam thé&” dwoc. Néu canh sat hanh dong, ching ta khong the
n6i doi ntra. Ho s€ 14p tlrc nhin tha'u ta't ca.”

“Em chi mu6n ctru Shota.”

“Chéc gi thing bé 1a thi pham. Ping ndo ciing chi ¢ xdc sua't mot phan
tw con gi.”

Yunsuke m¢ ctra ra. Anh cang thaamg nhin mii kéo v¢r dang cam trén tay,
chan thi buwdc ra hanh lang. “Anh chi c6 thé néi sy thét, va sé ndi sy that
thoi.”

Anh déng ctra, di xudng cau thang. Sanh ra vao khong c6 ai, lic anh x4
giay, cling khong ai xua't hién.

Ti€ng khéc nirc né cia Minako ¢ fang trén vong xudng tan day.

Bén ngoai 1a mot man dém den kit. Yunsuke chui vao trong xe 0 t0.
Bong thdy gh& ng6i co gi khic la. Nhung anh cheamg d€ tam ntra, ctr thé
phong xe di.

Chay mot ldc 1au sau khi roii khdi khu biét thy, anh dirng xe bén vé
dwong. Bat den trong xe, dich ngwoi ra, nhin phian tya lung ctia ghé’,

Mot mén d'6 bang gd dwore d8o got nhin nhui roi I'ong ddy d&€ méic vao
gh€&’. Anh dya lwng vao gh& mot IAn nira. Mén @0 gd do cham vao ca hai
vai va lung. O gh€& canh gh€’lai, c6 mot moén d'6 khac trong nhw cay gay gai
lung hinh chir U. Mdt dau gin gd tron, dau con lai quan bing dinh nhdm
nhw & vot tennis. Yunsuke cam mén d6 1én, quan sat né mot lat, r'oi thi ap
1én lwng. Phan gd tron & d4u cham dding vao chd lwng ma anh hay bj dau.

Yunsuke ngdm nghia hai mén d'6 thi cong ky la mot ldc 1au. Sau cling,



anh tit dén, cho xe chay. P&n chd da't trong, anh bé 14i d5i hudng xe.

Quay lai khu biét thy, anh bang qua biét thy cda Fujima, roi dung xe &
bén canh bi€t thy cho thué. Trén tay anh cam hai mén d6 thu cong ban nay,
budc xudng xe. Tang hai clia biét thy van sang dén. Anh bA'm chudng ctra
sanh.

Khong lau sau, ctta mé ra. Pang sau diy xich méc & cira hién 1én gwong
mat ciia Sakazaki Takuya. “A, chi 12 bd caa ban Shota.”

“Chao chau.” Yunsuke né& nu cwei. “Chau goi Shota gitp chd dwoc
khong?”

“Vang a.” Takuya déap roi thut madt vao.

Mot 14t sau, ctra lai mé ra. L'an nay day xich da dworc thdo. Shota dirng &
do.

“Gi the’ha b6?” Nét bdi rdi hién 1én trén gwong mat cau bé.

“Cadi nay la con lam cho bo" a?”

Thay hai mén d6 tha cong, cdu nhéc nhoén miéng cwei. “BO thdy thé
nao a?”’

“Tuyét 1dm.” Yunsuke cwdi ddp lai. “Cham ding vao vai va lung bd. C6
thé’ mat-xa cho bd’ lic lai xe.”

“V1i b0 luc nao ciing kéu dau leng ma.” Shota ngwong ngung cui mat.

“Cam on con. Nhung lam thé nao con biét kich thwdoc vay?”

“Con do ho1 trira a.”

“H6i trea a?” N6i xong Yunsuke giat manh dau. “Lic con bdo ¢6 con
trung ¢ trén Iwng b6 &y ha?”

“Vang.” Shota dap.

“Thé& a. Vay ma bd khong nhan ra ddy. Cam on con. B&' sé dung nd.”



“B06 dén tan day chi d€ néi diéu d6 a?”

“ff, chi ¢6 vay thoi. Chic con ngu ngon.”

Lic anh toan roi khoi d6, Shota ci't ti€ng goi, “B6" oi!”

“Chuyén gi the?”

“Luc ve, bd c6 di cung me va con khong? B& khong vé mdt minh dau
nhi?”

Yunsuke cham chi nhin gwong mat dra con trai riéng ctia vo. Trén
grong mit &y khong néd nu cwdi. Anh mét ciu bé ciing dang ging hoi.

“U'” Yunsuke rut cam lai. “B& ciing dinh th&’ day.”

“Vay thi t6t qua.” Nu croi chot beng nd rang ro trén gwong mat cau bé.

Sau khi rovi cén biét thy, chui vao trong xe, Yunsuke khdng bat dong co’
ma ngoi thir ngwdi ra & d6. Mit anh chim chid nhin vao béng tdi. Sau
muoi may phit, cudi cling anh cling xoay chia khoa.

Nhwng Ian nay, anh khong di qua biét thy cia Fujima nira. Anh dwng xe
& bai do xe, roi leo xudng cau thang.

Va r6i anh tha'y ai d6 ding & trwede sanh. La Minako.

“Em dang lam gi vay?”

Ngwc ¢6 chuyén dong phap ph'ong.

“Thang bé vira goi dién. Bo 1a bd' dd dén day.”

“R61 sa0?”

“Em nghi khong bi€t ching anh s€ quay vé day.”

“Thé& 4?” Yunsuke dit cdi tdi xudng duwdi chan, hit téc vé ding sau.
“Nguoi giét Eriko c6 1€ 1a Shota nha minh.”

“Ha?” Minako nguwdc nhin chong. Mit c6 mé to. “Sao anh lai nghi



the™?”

“Anh quén mat mot diéu. Shota cé ddng co don gian hon nhiéu, so v&i
dong co’ phitc tap ma may ngudi bon em néi.” Yunsuke nhin vao mét vo.
“Pdng co gianh lai bd minh twr tay ¢6 nhan tinh.”

Minako thé ra mét ti€ng xem chirng ngac nhién.

“Anh cung la dong pham,” Yunsuke néi. “Cho du Shota c6 lam viéc do,
cling 1a anh khi€n con lam. Cho nén anh nhat dinh s€ ngan chan ta't ca
nhitng diéu 1am t&n hai d&n cudc doi cha thing bé.”

“Anh...”

“Nhwng ching ta can chuan bi tinh than.” Anh dit tay 1€n vai vo. “Gitr
tinh than Iudn & trang thdi sdn sang. P& cdi x4c d6 bién ma't hoan toan dudi
ddy h0, cé 1€ phai mat vai ndm, a khong, cé khi vai chuc nam ciling nén.
Trong thoi gian d6, chiing ta sé phai s¢r sét khon ngudi. Va dau cho cdi xé4c
bi€n mat r'oi, linh h'6n cha ching ta vinh vién khong th€ roi khéi cdi h'o
do.”

“Em bi€t ma.”

Co thi tham, ro6i dat tay 1én leng ch'ong.
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